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FOAL Newsletter 
Note from the Executive Director 

Hello from FOAL and the McCullough Peaks Herd Management Area! It has been an amazing 

start of the year here in Cody, Wyoming for our organization. With the slowdown of COVID, we 

are excited to see events and projects are picking up and underway for the mustangs. I’m 

slowly settling in as your new executive director, and passionate and appreciative for the 

opportunity to serve and represent the wild horses and you, our supporters.  

Last year there was a large push from our FOAL board to get the Living Waters Initiative 

(LWI) underway, to raise funds for our 10-year project which includes a major reservoir 

 

We have successfully approached another 

year with minimal herd growth thanks to 

the support of our donors and friends with 

the PZP fertility control program in 

partnership with the Bureau of Land 

Management Cody Field Office team. The 

McCullough Peaks herd has averted an 

invasive gather since 2009 with new 

technologies being funded and supported.  

overhaul and rebuild within the McCullough 

Peaks Herd Management Area. This project is 

financially supported by the whole FOAL 

board, and we are all in to help the wild 

horses with one of the basic needs for 

survival: water. If you have questions or are 

wanting more information about how to help 

with this new initiative, please feel free to 

reach out to me for updates and information.  

 

 

 

Our partnership with the BLM office here in Cody and ranchers with grazing permits is 

crucial and is a positive note for us here on the HMA. I believe that this ongoing project has 

proven that FOAL is a forerunner in innovation and partnership with multiple people and 

associations in how to effectively represent the wild horses of the McCullough Peaks. We are a 

guiding light for other organizations wanting to partner with government agencies and 

volunteers in boldly representing and protecting the wild horses as well as building bridges in 

understanding.    
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As we approach another busy summer season here in Park and Big Horn counties, our kiosk is 

a highlight stop for most people coming to town on their way to/from Yellowstone National 

Park. It is my goal to ignite the educational momentum for FOAL as we can start to gather and 

reach out as a community. I want to bring mustangs to the forefront of dinner conversations, 

coffee chats, and lunchtime office gatherings to let people know why we are here and why we 

are advocating for these iconic symbols of freedom. 

Again, I would like to invite all of you, if you have not, to come and join us out in the West to 

see the herd this summer or at our annual fundraiser, the Mustang Rendezvous! 

Thank you for your generous support and passion for making sure that the McCullough Peaks 

mustangs stay wild and free in their native habitat.   Kimberly Zierlein, FOAL Executive Director 

 

 

 

 

Save the Date 

After a two-year hiatus from holding the Mustang 

Rendezvous, FOAL will resurrect our major fundraising 

event on Saturday, September 17, 2022 at the Holiday 

Inn in Cody, Wyoming.  

The proceeds from this evening of warm camaraderie, 

fine food, music, and silent and live auctions support 

the projects and programs that are essential to 

maintaining the remarkable herd of wild horses that 

roam the McCullough Peaks in northwest Wyoming. 

A volunteer committee is working to arrange all the 

other details and the final plan will be posted on our 

website, Facebook page, and also emailed to you. We 

have missed seeing our supporters and hope you will be 

able to attend this year's Mustang Rendezvous. 

                         Mary Scuffham, FOAL Board President 
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Wakiza born 4/13/2018 

Wakiza’s Story by Abel Guevara, Wildlife Biologist, BLM Cody 

On April 13, 2018, when Tricia Hatle and I were out darting mares with fertility control in the 

McCullough Peaks Herd Management Area, we noticed a new foal on the range that had just 

been born in the wee hours of the morning.  The newborn foal was a colt, and he was very 

frail and had a noticeable limp.  I was really worried about him because he had a little 

trouble keeping up with the group, but he did his best. When we left for the day, Tricia 

knew I was worried about the new colt. She told me that if he could make it through the 

night, he would be okay. The next morning, after a restless night spent worried about that 

little colt, we went out to check on him. 

 

 

Wakiza 5 months later! 

I was relieved to see that he 

had made it through the night! 

Over that summer, I kept an 

eye out for him and I usually 

found him hanging out with the 

“big boys”, (colts born the 

previous year).  I don’t think he 

realized how little he was 

among the “big boys”, and it 

made me appreciate his spirit 

to survive and become part of 

the McCullough Peaks herd.   

 

5 months later! 

During our spring population surveys in 2019, I didn’t recognize him.  He had grown to 

almost the size of the 2-year-old colts.  His name is Wakiza, which means desperate warrior.  

 

 

Wakiza born 4/13/2018 

5 months later! 



 

Water Plans for the Herd Management Area-A Promising Summit Meeting 

The well-worn narrative of the wild horses on public lands involves the Bureau of Land 

Management, the grazing permittees, and the wild horse advocates in opposite corners 

protecting their turf with distrust coloring every discussion. Over the past year those parties 

in the McCullough Peaks Herd Management Area have met and are changing that narrative. 

Several things have become clear to all. The first is the deepening drought. The second is 

the growing awareness of all parties of the significant commitments each was making to 

address the water situation: FOAL's Living Waters Initiative, the Flitner family's reservoir 

restoration work and extensive water hauling, Double Doc Ranch's restoration work, and the 

BLM's reservoir work and water hauling. 

What remained was working together, pooling our resources, to coordinate our water plans 

to provide the water sources that will serve the entire HMA, including the wildlife, the cattle, 

and the wild horses. A January meeting on the HMA brought Brad Tribby, Greg Flitner, 

Marshall Dominick, John McGee, Colton Flitner, and Tricia Hatle together to discuss work 

priorities for 2022. They focused on Whistle Creek Reservoir, which used to be a major 

reservoir but has now silted in badly. They then moved on to several smaller reservoirs. 

Whistle Creek will require time for engineering, but FOAL will be working on two or three of 

the smaller reservoirs. Brad, the Cody BLM's Assistant Field Manager of Resources, brought 

us together recently to follow up on the January visit. FOAL will be heading back out in the 

spring to do the design planning and will proceed with the work in the fall. All of us share a 

growing optimism that together "we've got this."          Hap Ridgway, FOAL Board Member 

 

 

 

 


