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FOAL Newsletter 
Changing of the Guard 
Marion Morrison, FOAL’s esteemed Executive Director during the past ten years, is retiring.  Marion’s 
tenure has been remarkable as she has directed our organization with excellent organizational skills, 
consistency, stamina, diplomacy, and wisdom. Perhaps most importantly, Marion’s skill as a 
communicator has bolstered FOAL’s achievements—she has truly given voice to the wild horses of the 
McCullough Peaks-- and her wonderful sense of humor has made it a joy to work with her. 
 
Much has been accomplished during Marion’s tenure as Executive Director.  FOAL has worked in 
cooperation with the BLM and partnered with a number of diverse organizations to achieve these 
accomplishments.  Briefly, they include:  (1) Drilling wells, installing solar pumps, and developing 
pipelines to deliver water to five reservoirs;  (2)  Treating invasive Russian olive and salt cedar;  (3)  
Developing a website and making presentations as a means of public education;  (4)  Providing financial 
and “boots on the ground” support to initiate and continue the successful fertility control program, thus 
reducing the need for “gathers” of the horses;  (5)  Paying to improve the holding capacity of reservoirs, 
paying to haul water during droughts, and developing the Living Waters Initiative which is projected to  
 

FOAL is happy to welcome Kimberly Zierlein to the position of 
Executive Director.  She is a graduate of Cody High School, and 
Northwest College where she received an AAS degree in graphics.  She 
is currently pursuing a degree in communications through Penn State.   

Previously Kim has worked with the Stampede Committee and the CMA 
Church board of directors, and currently works in accounting for the CFO 
and finance board of the Buffalo Bill Center of the West.   

She enjoys spending time with her son, hiking, and pursuing 
photography.  Kimberly has been around horses all her life and 
treasures the wild horses as a huge part of human history.   She says 
she’s always looking for the next frontier and wants to leave more than 
footprints… she wants to leave a legacy.  How fitting that she is the 
newest Friend of a Legacy.  Welcome Kimberly! 

 

 

improve the reservoir system; and (6)  Building the Interpretive Trail and 
the informational Kiosk on the FOAL property, adjacent to the Herd 
Management Area.  
 
Marion says she “has greatly enjoyed working with the FOAL board, BLM, 
other non-profits, civic organizations, donors, volunteers and the public 
over the years.” She has handed the reins over to our next Executive 
Director, Kimberly Zierlein.  True to her character, Marion will work with 
Kimberly to provide for a smooth transition, thus ensuring FOAL’s 
continued success.  As Marion moves on to her next adventures in her 
“retirement,” we wish her nothing but the best and many happy trails 
ahead.  Thank you, Marion, for ten GREAT years! 
 

 



 

  

 

 

 
 
 

 

Living Waters Initiative Update 
Thanks to many generous donors and amazing volunteers, the Living Waters Initiative, FOAL’s ten-year 
plan to improve the water resources and habitat in the Horse Management Area, is off to a great start!  
Donations to the LWI to date are $147,787, including the $50,000 gift from the Gatewood Foundation 
that was matched by the Nancy-Carroll Draper Charitable Foundation.  The FOAL board was so inspired 
by the singular generosity of the Gatewood and NC Draper donations that board members have 
collectively committed $32,000 in donations and pledges to a matching fund for future donations to the 
LWI.  This fund was only recently initiated, is still growing, and will hopefully encourage more gifts from 
the FOAL community.  We are very optimistic that we will raise the remaining $70,000 to complete the 
work of the LWI. 

The early and empowering giving enabled FOAL to launch the reservoir work this fall.  Two potential 
bidders were taken out to Grey’s and Holiday Reservoirs for a pre-bid tour. We received written bids in 
September and, after a new Cooperative Agreement covering these reservoirs was signed with the 
Bureau of Land Management, the successful bidder was given “Notice to Proceed.”  Because of the 
remoteness of these reservoirs and the difficulty and cost of staging the heavy equipment, and, perhaps 
more importantly, because of the early generosity of FOAL’s donors, we added two nearby reservoir 
projects.  The BLM agreed to fund one of the additional projects. The total investment in the four 
reservoirs will be $35,150. 

 

 

 
Photos courtesy of Renee Lund 

Beyond the plans for the restoration of the HMA water 
resources, FOAL and the BLM are making plans to 
work more cooperatively with each other and with the 
grazing lessees in the Horse Management Area.  
Organized by the BLM, our first meeting was held on 
September 22.   

Our hopes are high that this group can coordinate our 
plans and cooperate in our efforts to improve the water 
and habitat resources.  

This partnership offers an opportunity for building on the 
LWI to multiply manyfold the potential good that can be 
done for all the flora and fauna that call the McCullough 
Peaks home.  

 

 



 Highlights from the Wild Free-Roaming Horses and Burros Act 
50th Anniversary Celebration 

 

 

Against the backdrop of Bridger Butte, wild horses peacefully grazed as over 100 people gathered to 
celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Wild Free-Roaming Horses & Burros Act in the McCullough Peaks 
Herd Management Area (HMA).  

Hosted by Friends of a Legacy, the BLM celebration began with a group of riders on their trained wild 
horses presenting the American flag and the "Ride a Mustang" flag.  

To make this day truly special, Rowdy, a burro from Arizona’s Cibola Trigo HMA, delivered the 
beautifully designed celebratory envelopes to Greybull Postmaster, Jamie Dalin, who stamped them with 
a commemorative postage stamp.  Attendees were able to purchase these special envelopes as a 
keepsake or mail them to family and friends.  FOAL will use the funds raised by the purchase of these 
envelopes to repair and maintain reservoirs in the McCullough Peaks HMA for the benefit of wild horses 
and wildlife. 

Other  celebratory activities included a demonstration of “liberty” training (without a halter or bridle) by an 
adopter of a McCullough Peaks mare, a Fifteenmile HMA mare and rider showed off their jumping skills, 
and adopters of mustangs from Wyoming’s Muskrat Basin HMA and Nevada’s Jackson Mountain HMA 
greeted visitors and answered questions about their beloved mounts.     

Mustang photo of “Splaash”  courtesy of Vicki Olson 

 

 
 



 

There are many ways to show your love for the wild horses of McCullough Peaks, and some won’t cost 
you a penny!  To support projects such as equine contraception and the Living Waters Initiative, FOAL 
relies on contributions from many generous people and foundations, for which we’re grateful.   Here 
are some pretty painless options for how you can be involved with protecting the wild horses and their 
habitat through FOAL: 

• If you are an Amazon shopper –  

Access your account through smile.amazon.com.  Using AmazonSmile is just like ordering on 
Amazon.com, except on your first visit to smile.amazon.com you will be prompted to select a 
charitable organization from their list of eligible organizations. AmazonSmile will remember that 
you chose Friends of a Legacy – the McCullough Peaks Mustangs, and then for every eligible 
AmazonSmile purchase you make, the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the 
purchase price to FOAL.   

They do not charge any administrative fees and there is no cost to FOAL to participate.  What 
could be better than doing good as you shop? 

 

• If you are on Facebook –  

Choose to celebrate an event, like your birthday or an anniversary, by launching a Facebook 
fundraiser for Friends of a Legacy.  Start by googling “Facebook fundraiser” or go to 
www.facebook.com/RaiseMoney/StartNow where you will be guided through the steps.  
Remember to make a personal statement about why this is important and share your 
fundraising information to your timeline.  The horses will thank you! 

 

• If you are over 70 ½ – 

By law, those aged 70 1/2 and over must take a “minimum required distribution” each year from 
their IRA, and the amount increases annually. Under this provision charitable distributions 
may be made to groups like FOAL up to the amount of $100,000 per year. A spouse with an 
eligible IRA may do likewise. Please consider employing this method to support FOAL and even 
consider increasing the gift yearly. For details, please contact your tax advisor or IRA broker. 

 
 

• If you want to get into the holiday spirit –   

Go to FriendsofaLegacy.org and click on the “donate” button to start your holiday in the flow of 
the giving spirit!  

 

 

 
 

Thank you for helping FOAL keep the McCullough mustangs wild and free! 

 

Ways to Show Your Love for the Wild Horses of the McCullough Peaks 

 


