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FOAL Newsletter 
FOAL’s 2021 Slate of Officers: 

Mary Scuffham (President), John McGee (Treasurer), Buzzy Hassrick 
(Secretary), and now Frances Clymer as FOAL’s newly elected Vice 
President. Thank you to Michaele Dimock for her many years serving in 
this position.   

Jack Machen was welcomed as our tenth board member.  Jack served 
previously on the board and has continued his involvement by serving 
as an advisor.  A native of Baltimore, Jack has been a lifelong visitor to 
the Cody area since 1968 when he worked on the 7D Ranch at the age 
of sixteen.  In 2000, Jack and his wife, Louise, purchased land in Cody 
and spent vacations in their seasonal yurt before moving into their 
newly constructed house in 2019.  

Jack was a commercial real estate attorney for the global law firm DLA 
Piper before retiring in 2012.  He now works remotely as Special Chief 
Solicitor with the Baltimore City Law Department while he and Louise 
deepen their roots in Wyoming.  Welcome to the board, Jack!  Good to 
have you back! 

 

 

 

Capturing Water in the High Plains Desert 

The McCullough Peaks Wild Horse Herd Management 
Area (HMA), where the wild horses roam, is called “high 
plains desert” country because of the scarcity of 
precipitation there.   Small reservoirs have proven to be 
effective for capturing runoff when it is available, thus 
providing life-giving water for the wild horses, other wildlife, 
and cattle that inhabit this vast, dry area.  In the last 15 
years, FOAL has generously supported toward water-well 
projects, water distribution projects, and reservoir 
maintenance.   

In 2020 we contracted with Jerry Nicholson of JN Dirt 
Services to do major maintenance on two reservoirs in 
order to greatly increase their holding capacities. Those 
reservoirs are called “Lotus” and “Swede”, and we targeted 
them because of their locations, being a considerable 
distance from other reliable water sources.  Our intent is to 
provide ample water so as to encourage animals to graze 
the areas near these reservoirs.  This provides better 
distribution of the grazers, thus enhancing the habitat.  

 

 
Lotus Reservoir – As it looked 11/17/20 

Phase I of Lotus Restoration 
 



 

  
FOAL contributed $20,000 for the work on 
Lotus and Swede Reservoirs.  Half of that 
money came through a grant from the Nancy-
Carrol Draper Foundation. The remainder 
came through donations from our generous 
contributors.  We thank you! 

Our successful reservoir work has been the 
impetus for FOAL to plan a ten-year campaign, 
dubbed the Living Waters Initiative.   

The goal is to partner with the BLM and the 
local ranchers (with grazing permits for their 
cattle in the HMA) on a project to restore and 
maintain at least twenty strategically located 
reservoirs.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Black Beauty (aka BB) 

 

Final Phase of Lotus Restoration 

2011 was the first year of the fertility control 
partnership that FOAL initiated with the BLM Cody 
Field Office.   

It was also the year that Black Beauty (aka BB) was 
born on May 13th.  She was foal number 16 of 26 
foals, and was a small, plain, ugly duckling sort of 
filly.  Her brown ears made her look like she had 
been playing in the mud, and her non-descript black 
hair coat lacked “chrome” (the white markings 
thought highly desirable in the horse world.)   

But with her good wholesome upbringing - roaming 
the high desert of the McCullough Peaks Herd 
Management Area (HMA) - look what happened! 

Today, BB is very much the Black Beauty that we 
thought she would grow up to be.  She is one of the 
more frequently photographed mares on the HMA 
today.  There are not many photographers that can 
resist that stunning, long mane and dreadlocks that 
she is rocking for her “hairdo”.   

Here is Black Beauty today, as photographed by Hap 
Ridgway – FOAL Board member. 

She is out of the black mare named Ten Sleeps and 
probably was sired by Tombstone - a gorgeous black 
and white tobiano stallion. 

 

 

 

Stay tuned for the launch of the Living Waters Initiative! 
 



 Celebrating the 50th Anniversary of the 
Wild Free-Roaming Horses and Burros Act 

 

Please join FOAL on July 2, 2021 for a special event  

This year marks the 50th anniversary of the Wild Free-Roaming Horses and 
Burros Act that was passed on December 15, 1971.  This also marks the 16th 
year that FOAL has been dedicated to the enhancement of the habitat for all 
creatures living with the McCullough Peaks Herd Management Area (HMA).   

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Envelopes created especially for this event will be 
available soon on the FOAL website for purchase.  These 
envelopes can be used for everyday use or specifically 
during this special event.  Proceeds from the envelopes 
will go to the reservoir maintenance in the McCullough 
Peaks HMA to provide life-giving water to all creatures. 

During this celebration, the Postmaster from Emblem, 
Wyoming, will place a specially designed Hand-
Cancellation from the U.S. Postal Service on each piece 
of mail to mark and commemorate this special event.  
This will be a collector’s item in the years to come.  So, 
don’t miss this rare, one-time only opportunity to donate 
to a great cause and get your very own “piece of history.” 

Details and the revealing of this commemorative Hand-
Cancellation will be posted on the FOAL website and 
Facebook Page: www.facebook.com/F.O.A.L.Mustangs/ 

 

 

The act recognizes wild horses and burros as “living symbols of the historic and pioneer spirit of the 
West” and what better place to celebrate than being outdoors, in the Wild West, surrounded on three 
sides of the McCullough Peaks HMA. 

To celebrate these remarkable and noteworthy accomplishments, FOAL is planning an array of 
activities this day at the kiosk located on their property adjacent to Wyoming’s Wild Horse Highway 
located 27 miles east of Cody on Hwy 14-16-20.  A few of the featured events will include: 

 

 

Authentic Horsemanship Demonstration 

Come see the amazing bond between 
“Aisha”, one of our very own McCullough 
Peaks HMA mustang mares, and Marijn 
Werquin from The Hideout Lodge & Guest 
Ranch in Shell, Wyoming. At the FOAL 
property, Marijn will demonstrate her “liberty 
work”, part of the “Authentic Horsemanship” 
training they do at The Hideout.  You will 
witness firsthand this training methodology 
based on respect, low-stress, empathy, 
open-mindedness and professionalism. 



 Be sure to say  
“Howdy” to “Rowdy” 

 
“Rowdy” the adopted burro will 

be at the July 2nd event to greet you 
and provide an opportunity to meet 
one of these wonderful creatures 

that are not on the ranges of 
Wyoming but are sometimes offered 

for adoption events featured 
throughout the U.S. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Thank You to The Hideout Lodge and 
Guest Ranch for their FOAL fundraising 
display. Their guests will have the 
opportunity to purchase stickers, and the 
sales will be donated to FOAL.  Together, 
we’re “keeping the mustangs wild and free!” 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

Thanks to our generous donors who helped make 
FOAL’s informational kiosk a reality! 

We hope you can stop by and see the plaque and kiosk on 
the FOAL property.  It’s dedicated to the wild horses of the 
McCullough Peaks… and you! 

Why is the Wild Free-Roaming Horses & Burros Act so important? 

The Wild Free-Roaming Horses and Burros Act of 1971 provided wild horses and burros (WHB) on 
Federal lands with legally protected status for the first time, placing them under the stewardship of the 
Bureau of Land Management (BLM) and the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Forest Service. The Act 
was passed unanimously by both houses of Congress and signed into law by President Richard M. 
Nixon on December 15, 1971. The act recognized WHB as “living symbols of the historic and pioneer 
spirit of the West” that “contribute to the diversity of life forms within the Nation and enrich the lives of 
the American people.” The act stated that wild free-roaming horses and burros were to be “considered 
in the area where presently found, as an integral part of the natural system of the public lands” and 
protected “from capture, branding, harassment, or death.” 

 

 


