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One of the mysteries in the Bible is how God chooses to constrain Himself by the prayer of the saints. The 

famous fourth century theologian, St. Augustine said it best when he said, “Without God, we cannot; without 

us, God will not.” Partnering with God in prayer to accomplish His purpose here on earth is one of the highest 

callings of the saints. The Bible is full of the account of many great testimonies as result of saints like Abraham, 

Enoch, Esther, Daniel, Epaphras, Paul etc. who took this calling seriously and accomplished great things for 

God in their generation. I pray that this study will challenge us to be like them in our generation as we take our 

calling of prayer to the next level. 

 

“Elijah was a human being, even as we are. He prayed earnestly that it would not rain, and it did not rain on 

the land for three and a half years” James 5:17 (NIV) 

 

I. Every believer (whether new or seasoned) has been called to a life of prayer. That is a calling we never, 

ever outgrow. 

• One of the best things any of us can do to improve our lives and our relationships is to grow in prayer. 

• Every believer is called to grow in prayer. No matter what season of growth you are in, you are called to 

grow in prayer. Everybody who loves Jesus is called to grow in prayer.  

• The best thing that any of us can do to improve our lives and to improve our relationships is to grow in 

prayer.  

• The time spent in prayer does not weaken or diminish or take anything from you. Your prayer life will 

not get in the way of your relationships, performance, or productivity. It will make you better, think 

sounder, see clearer, love better and feel better (emotionally). 

• Ephesians 6:18- And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this 

in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people.   

 

II. Being a person of prayer is the most important calling in your life; it is a higher calling than being a 

spouse, parent, pastor, preacher, or leader in the marketplace.  

• You will be a better spouse, a better parent, a better minister, or pastor—you can use any term—you will 

be a better leader in the marketplace if you grow in prayer.  

• While not every believer is called to preach, teach, sing etc. everyone is called to pray. Prayer is not an 

optional activity, as it is essential for our spiritual well-being.   

• Jesus lives forever to make intercession. He is still living in prayer right now at the right hand of the 

Father. Hebrews 7:25 

• Hebrews 4:16 “Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find 

grace to help in time of need. 

 

III. Prayer involves connecting with the spirit. The supernatural life and dimensions of God is released 

into our lives through prayer. 

• John 15:5 “I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; 

for without Me you can do nothing.” NKJV  

• This is an absolute statement. Jesus is saying here, we are not able to walk in the fullness of our destiny 

in God without growing in prayer or abiding in Christ. Unless we abide in him, we can do nothing in 

relation to bearing fruit or maturing spiritually.  

• Prayer is the practical outworking of the life of abiding in Christ. 

 

 



IV. We cannot generate spiritual life on our own. As we abide in Christ, we experience it more.  

• Just as it is impossible for us to jump a hundred feet no matter much you practice, it is impossible for 

you to generate spiritual life. It is not an issue of practice—we were simply not created to jump a 

hundred feet! Neither were we created to have a spiritual life while living independently of the spirit.  

• We cannot have the power of the Holy Spirit, revelation or spiritual insight by human ability, 

personality, and good study. It takes an invisible presence of the Holy Spirit moving on us and in us.  

• In the same way, it is impossible for you to produce spiritual inspiration by your own personality, 

ability, study, or gifting. Jesus said, “If you do not connect with Me—abide with Me—you cannot 

produce that.” It cannot be done by humans.  

• As you take time to grow in prayer. The spirit will move in a new and powerful way in your life.  

 

V. Do not wait for a special spiritual experience to begin to grow in prayer. We grow in prayer by 

praying. Beginners in prayer mature by praying more.  

• Prayer may start as a mere discipline, but the discipline of prayer will eventually become delight. The 

dryness in prayer will gradually evolve into a vibrant spiritual connection with Christ. 

• The change may not happen overnight, but it will most certainly happen. It will take persistency and 

perseverance. “And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this 

in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people.” Ephesians 6:18 NIV 

• James 5:16 “The earnest (heartfelt, continued) prayer of a righteous man makes tremendous power 

available [dynamic in its working]. 

 


