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“But the people who know their God shall be strong, and carry out great exploits.’ Dan.11:32 

Introduction: Daniel was successful in every administration he served in. (I’m not sure if you have ever given 

any thought to this), but Daniel served all different kinds of bosses – all different types of kings – from 

Nebuchadnezzar to Belshazzar, to Darius – all the way to Cyrus. However, with every one of these leaders, 

Daniel always seemed to move to the top of the organization. This was also Joseph’s case in Gen. chp. 37.  

When you examine the life of Joseph you’ll discover that regardless of where you put him, he always ended up 

on top. You could put him in Potiphar’s house as a slave – and he ended up on top! You can put him in prison – 

he ended up on top. There is something about persons like Joseph, Daniel, Esther, and Deborah (men and 

women) it doesn’t matter where they end up – where you put them – who’s the king – who’s the leader – they 

always end up on top!! This is because they’re all sold out to the will and purpose of God for their lives. 

Learning Objectives: 

Get to know Daniel; historical background surrounding his life before and during his stay in Babylon, gleaning 

from his example and lessons we can live from. 

 
Who was Daniel? Daniel’s name means 'judgment of God' or 'God my judge.' He was born into Judah's royal 

family and was likely a relative of King Zedekiah. Daniel was a righteous man of princely lineage and lived 

about 620–538 B.C. He was carried off to Babylon in 605 B.C. by Nebuchadnezzar, the Assyrian, but was still 

living when Assyria was overthrown by the Medes and Persians. He and his Three friends Shadrach, Meshach, 

and Abed-Nego) become captives in Babylon for many years. 

Daniel was merely a boy when he was forced to leave everything he knew. All the rest of his life he lived in a 

pagan and sinful culture. There were continual temptations to live as the sinful people around him. Peer 

pressure was strong to get him to conform. A law was even passed forbidding the worship of anyone/anything 

except the Persian king. It was certainly not an easy life or an easy time in the history of Israel for Daniel to 

live. Daniel was about 80 when Persia conquered Babylon. 

Training/Occupation: Daniel was one of the elite. He had a very high education and was trained in all the 

branches of wisdom of the day. He also studied literature and learned to be at least bilingual. In Babylon he 

served in a number of capacities. He was a wise man, an adviser in the personal service of Nebuchadnezzar. 

 Dan.1:19-20 “The king talked with them, and no one impressed him as much as Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and 

Azariah. So they entered the royal service. Whenever the king consulted them in any matter requiring 

wisdom and balanced judgment, he found them ten times more capable than any of the magicians and 

enchanters in his entire kingdom”. 

After Daniel told Nebuchadnezzar his dream and its interpretation he was made the overseer over the 

province of Babylon and all the wise men and magicians in the Babylonian kingdom. Daniel was also one of 

three satraps, who ruled over the Persian kingdom.  

Daniel was singled out by every administration as one who operated in excellence. 

Place in History: Daniel has an important place in history. He wrote the book of Daniel. He served some of the 

most powerful leaders in the history of the world. He was an important adviser to them. He was an important 



prophet for the nation of Israel and for the whole world. Daniel was honored by God to the extent that God 

gave him many sensitive visions and mysteries regarding the future. Many important things were revealed to 

Daniel because God knew what kind of person Daniel was.  

? What can we learn about Daniel’s character from the failure of his accusers? (Dan.4-9). Phil.2:15 Blameless. 

Skills: God gave Daniel (like Joseph) the gift to understand dreams and visions and give the correct 

interpretation Dan.1:17 “God gave these four young men an unusual aptitude for understanding every aspect of 

literature and wisdom. And God gave Daniel the special ability to interpret the meanings of visions and dreams”.,  

2:24 “Then Daniel went in to see Arioch, whom the king had ordered to execute the wise men of Babylon. Daniel 

said to him, “Don’t kill the wise men. Take me to the king, and I will tell him the meaning of his dream.”.  

Daniel also distinguished himself wherever he turned 6:3 “Daniel soon proved himself more capable than all 

the other administrators and high officers. Because of Daniel’s great ability, the king made plans to place him 

over the entire empire” 

Strength: Daniel 6:4-5 Then the other administrators and high officers began searching for some fault in the 

way Daniel was handling government affairs, but they couldn’t find anything to criticize or condemn. He was 

faithful, always responsible, and completely trustworthy.  So they concluded, “Our only chance of finding 

grounds for accusing Daniel will be in connection with the rules of his religion.”   Dan. 10:17-19. How can 
someone like me, your servant, talk to you, my lord? My strength is gone, and I can hardly breathe.” Then the one 

who looked like a man touched me again, and I felt my strength returning. 19 “Don’t be afraid,” he said, “for 

you are very precious to God. Peace! Be encouraged! Be strong!” As he spoke these words to me, I suddenly 

felt stronger and said to him, “Please speak to me, my lord, for you have strengthened me.” 

Wisdom/discretion – He was never one to act hastily, but he was patient and prayerful. He waited for the 

right time and opportunity to act and then he did so with modesty. For example, looking at his dealings with 

the commander of the officials in chapter 1 (1:8-16). Another example when Arioch came to execute him and 

all the other wise men (2:14-15).  

Humility: In the eyes of the world Daniel had an amazing talent. He could have used it for his own gain, but he 

didn’t. It would have been easy for him to become prideful, but he never did. Every time he had an opportunity 

to praise himself he gave all the credit, glory, thanks, and praise to God (2:28-30, 4:19). When he approached 

the commander of the officials he also did so with humility and respect. He didn’t care about gifts (5:17). 

Reliance on God – Daniel faced a number of very difficult situations, trials, and temptations. He never relied 

on himself or trusted in his own strength or wisdom. When faced with a dilemma, he prayed to God and asked 

God to show him His favor and compassion Dan.1:9, 2:17-18, 6:10-11 “But when Daniel learned that the law 

had been signed, he went home and knelt down as usual in his upstairs room, with its windows open toward 

Jerusalem. He prayed three times a day, just as he had always done, giving thanks to his God. 11 Then the officials 

went together to Daniel’s house and found him praying and asking for God’s help”. 

Steadfast/uncompromising – Daniel lived in a foreign culture and was continually pressured to give in to 

sinful customs and practices (peer pressure). In each situation he chose instead to follow God unwaveringly. 

He wasn’t brash or prideful or rude about his beliefs, but he stood by his convictions with courage and 

boldness (1:8, 6:10-11). 

Courage – Daniel was very bold. He pronounced the true meaning of dreams and visions, even when those 

would be negative and unpopular (4:19,27; 5:22,25-28) 


