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Learning Objectives  

1. To study the significance of the epochal events in the house of Cornelius. 

2. To learn why being religious or doing good is not enough to bring salvation. 

3. To delve into the purpose of the Holy Spirit falling upon the Gentiles. 

 

Introduction 

Up to the time when Cornelius and his household encountered the Holy Spirit, the gospel had 

been preached only to Jews (and Samaritans, who shared a Jewish ancestry). With the conversion 

of Cornelius and his household, Gentiles were now granted repentance that leads to eternal life. 

Because the Law of Moses for generations forbids socializing with Gentiles, it took a series of 

miraculous events to help Jewish Christians realize that they should no longer consider those of 

other nations as common or unclean. 

 

 

Part 1: CORNELIUS SENDS FOR PETER (1-33) 
Cornelius’ Vision (1-8) 

Cornelius, a man in Caesarea, a centurion of the Italian Regiment was a devout man who feared 

God with all his family, who gave alms generously and prayed always, had a vision. His fervent 

prayers and charity to the poor, though not saving him, were noticed by God. In the vision, he 

sees an angel of God who tells him his prayers and alms have come up for a memorial before 

God. He is told to send for Peter, who is lodging with Simon the tanner in Joppa. Cornelius calls 

two of his servants and a devout soldier, tells them what happened and sends them to Joppa.  

 

 

Peter’s Vision (9-23) 

The next day as Cornelius' men were on their way, Peter had a vision in which the Lord told him 

to kill and eat unclean animals, while praying on the housetop. Hungry, he falls into a trance 

while food was being prepared. He sees a great sheet bound at the four corners descending to the 

earth with all kinds of animals, wild beasts, creeping things, and birds, He is told to kill and eat, 

when he refused, Peter is told what God has cleansed no one should call common or unclean. As 

Peter contemplates the vision, the Spirit tells him that three men will seek him with whom he 

should go without doubting. As he ponders on the meaning of the vision, the men from Cornelius 

arrive, the Spirit tells Peter to go with them, doubting nothing. Peter hears their story about 

Cornelius and provides them lodging. The next day Peter leaves with them, accompanied by 

some brethren. 

 

Peter meets Cornelius (24-33) 

Cornelius welcomes Peter with family and close friends, he falls down at Peter's feet, he is told 

to stand up, and Peter explains his presence. It was unlawful for a Jew to keep company with 

those of another nation, but God has shown him not to call any man common or unclean, so he 



came without objection, and is ready to hear why they sent for him. At the house of Cornelius, 

Peter speaks to him, along with his family and friends about what God has commanded him to 

say. (24-33) Cornelius recounts the vision he had four days previously, while he fasted and 

prayed when he was visited by a man in bright clothing and told to send for Peter.  

 

 

Part 2: THE GENTILES  CONVERTED (34-48) 
Perceiving that God was no respecter of persons but accepts people from every nation who fear 

him and works righteously, Peter proclaims the gospel of Jesus Christ. (34-43). He sees that God 

shows no partiality, that in every nation whoever fears God is accepted by him. He speaks about 

the ministry, death and resurrection of Jesus, how God anointed Jesus with the Holy Spirit and 

power, and how he went about doing good, healing all who were oppressed by the devil. All 

these were witnessed by Peter and those who came with him. He talks about how God raised 

Jesus from the dead, who was killed by hanging on the tree but raised on the third day and shown 

openly to witnesses chosen by God who ate and drank with him after he arose from the dead.  

 

The Holy Spirit falls on the Gentiles (44-48) 

As Peter was speaking, the Holy Spirit falls upon those who heard the word, surprising the 

Jewish brethren who accompanied Peter, because the gift of the Holy Spirit is being poured out 

on the Gentiles as evidenced by their speaking in tongues. Peter sees the clear implication of 

these events, that Gentiles could also be baptized. (See also Mk 16:15-16; Acts 2:38; 8:12,35-

38). Thus, he commands them to be baptized in the name of the Lord.  

 

Conclusion 

Let us conclude with a few words about Cornelius. His prayer  and generosity went up before 

God. Cornelius prays to God and is generous with people. God is more conscious of your prayer 

life and finances than you think. Perhaps God is telling you today: I will remember you by two 

things: your prayer and generosity. I will remember you not by your car, your house, or your job. 

God will not forget that which you gave. The reward may not come tomorrow but will come at 

that time when you need it.  

 

 

 
 

 


