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Shepherd  

• A person who takes care of the sheep 

• The keeper of the sheep 

• A person who tends, herds, feeds, or guards herds of sheep 

• Guides and directs the sheep in a particular direction 

• To instruct in a certain manner 

What does the word Shepherd mean to you? Is it just an old word from the Bible, does it have any 

meaning/relevance for today’s church? Are Pastors and Shepherds the same thing? 

Old Testament 

Shepherd – Hebrew word Ra` ah – raw-aw 

• to pasture, tend, graze, feed 

• to shepherd 

God as Israel’s Shepherd - Psalm 80:1, Ezekiel 34:14 

• Psalm 80:1 NIV 1 Hear us, Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph like a flock. You who sit 

enthroned between the cherubim, shine forth  

• Ezekiel 34:14 NIV  14 I will tend them in a good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel will be 

their grazing land. There they will lie down in good grazing land, and there they will feed in a rich 

pasture on the mountains of Israel. 

Adam’s son Abel is the first shepherd mentioned in the Bible - Genesis 4:2 New Living Translation 2 Later 

she gave birth to his brother and named him Abel. When they grew up, Abel became a shepherd, while Cain 

cultivated the ground.  

There were other people in the Bible that started as Shepherds, some of them found herding to be excellent 

preparation for future leadership roles. Can you name some of these people from the Bible? 

Psalm 23:1-3 NIV 1 The LORD is my shepherd, I lack nothing. 2 He makes me lie down in green pastures, he 

leads me beside quiet waters,3 he refreshes my soul. He guides me along the right paths for his name’s sake. 

Psalm 23:4 AMP Even though I walk through the [sunless] valley of the shadow of death, I fear no evil, for 

You are with me; Your rod [to protect] and Your staff [to guide], they comfort and console me. 

Jeremiah 3:15 AMP 15 “Then [in the final time] I will give you [spiritual] shepherds after My own heart, 

who will feed you with knowledge and [true] understanding.  

1 Samuel 17:34-35 NIV 34 But David said to Saul, “Your servant has been keeping his father’s sheep. When a 

lion or a bear came and carried off a sheep from the flock, 35 I went after it, struck it and rescued the sheep 

from its mouth. When it turned on me, I seized it by its hair, struck it and killed it.  

 

Psalm 78:70-72 NIV 70 He chose David his servant and took him from the sheep pens;71 from tending the 



sheep he brought him to be the shepherd of his people Jacob, of Israel his inheritance.72 And David shepherded 

them with integrity of heart; with skillful hands he led them. 

Jeremiah 33:13 Easy-to-Read Version 13 Shepherds will count their sheep as the sheep walk in front of 

them. They will be counting their sheep all around the country—in the hill country, in the western foothills, in 

the Negev, and in all the other towns of Judah.” 

Isaiah 40:11 The Passion Translation 11 He will care for you as a shepherd tends his flock, gathering the 

weak lambs and taking them in his arms. He carries them close to his heart and gently leads those that have 

young.  

New Testament 

Shepherd – Greek word is Poimen – Poy-mane` 

• a herdsman, a shepherd 

NT reveals Jesus as the Good Shepherd - John 10:11 

John 10:11 NIV 11 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.” 

John 10:2-4 Contemporary English Version  2-3 But the gatekeeper opens the gate for the shepherd, and he 

goes in through it. The sheep know their shepherd’s voice. He calls each of them by name and leads them 

out. 4 When he has led out all of his sheep, he walks in front of them, and they follow, because they know his 

voice.  

John 10:27 AMP 27 The sheep that are My own hear My voice and listen to Me; I know them, and they 

follow Me.  

Luke 15:5-6 NIV 5 And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders 6 and goes home. Then he calls 

his friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost sheep.’ 

Luke 2:8 NIV 8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at 

night.  

Acts 20:28 AMP 28 Take care and be on guard for yourselves and for the whole flock over which the Holy 

Spirit has appointed you as overseers, to shepherd (tend, feed, guide) the church of God which He bought 

with His own blood.  

John 21:17 NLT - A third time he asked him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter was hurt that Jesus 

asked the question a third time. He said, “Lord, you know everything. You know that I love you.” Jesus said, 

“Then feed my sheep.” 

Bad Shepherds Versus Good Shepherds – Ezekiel 34, Chart from Tyndale’s Handbook of Bible Charts 

& Maps 

Bad Shepherds Good Shepherds 

Only take care of themselves Take care of their flocks 

Worry only about their own welfare, health Strengthen the weak & sick, search for the lost 

Rule harshly & brutally Rule lovingly & gently 

Abandon & scatter the sheep Gather & protect the sheep 

Keep the best for themselves Give the best to the sheep 

  


