
Dear Families,
 
As summer annually provides time for reflection and rest, we are even more filled with gratitude 
for our faculty, staff, parents, and students in their hard work, flexibility, resilience, and love for 
one another during the 2020-2021 school year and COVID-19 pandemic.  During an incredibly 
challenging time, we maintained in-person learning, introduced new “best practice” strategies 
using technology, conducted creative community-building events for our students, and most 
importantly, maintained our commitment to being the best schools we could be! Thank you for 
contributing to this excellence.
 
As we look ahead to the 2021-2022 school year, our goal is clear: to provide safe, in-person 
learning for all students that nurtures students’ spiritual, intellectual, social, physical, and 
emotional growth.  While we are grateful for the huge strides that have been made since last 
summer,  the COVID-19 pandemic is still impacting our health, families, and communities.   
So, we hope to balance policies for the coming year with optimism, caution, and flexibility.
 
As we enter in the school year, all Jackson Catholic Schools will be following the policies 
listed below with respect to COVID-19.  These policies reflect the current health climate in 
July 2021 and will likely need to be adjusted over the course of the year.  We commit to regular 
and transparent communication with our families to both listen to you and your needs and let 
you know of updates as they occur.  Please note that any or all of these policies may change 
with orders from the state, with the guidance of our community partners (like the Jackson 
County Health Department or Henry Ford), or if community transmission in Jackson changes 
dramatically.
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MASKS:
·  Faculty, staff, students, and visitors of Jackson Catholic Schools will not be required  
to wear masks at this time.

·  Any faculty, staff, students and visitors may choose to wear masks at any time,  
and will be respected with our core value of “Be Warm and Welcoming”.

 
SOCIAL DISTANCING:
·  Social distancing will be maintained as much as possible where it does not detract from the 
core mission of the activity.  For example, if students are listening to a presentation in the 
gym, they may be spaced apart.  If students need to collaborate in a small group for learning, 
they may be closer together.
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QUARANTINE:
·   Because we are loosening our masking and social distancing restrictions to positively nurture 

the learning and community environment, more quarantining may be required if any positive 
COVID-19 cases occur in the school environment.

·   Those determined to be a close contact of someone positive for COVID-19 will be required to 
quarantine for 10 days from the time of the close contact. 

·   Anyone who (1) is two weeks past a completed vaccination schedule (second shot for Pfizer/
Moderna or single shot for Johnson and Johnson) or (2) has tested positive for COVID-19 
in the last 90 days will NOT be required to quarantine if they are a close contact of someone 
positive for COVID-19. 

·  Missing classwork will be provided for all those in quarantine.
 
VACCINATIONS:
·  Vaccinations are currently available for those 12 and older.

·   To be eligible to be exempt from quarantine, vaccinations must be recorded in MCIR,  
the state reporting mechanism for all immunizations (this happens automatically at the time  
of vaccination, with no action needed by the participant).

·   Please note: if you would like to be exempt from quarantine from the beginning of the school 
year, a first shot of Pfizer should occur no later than the week of July 19, with a second shot 
received the week of August 9.  Exemption will occur at any point after vaccination, so if you 
get a shot later on -- no problem!

 
ABSENCE AND WELLNESS POLICIES:
·   Because we are being less stringent on front-end policies like masking, we must be very 

careful with illness!  If faculty, students, or staff exhibit any COVID-symptoms (including 
coughing, sore throat, shortness of breath, fever, diarrhea, or headache) they must stay home.  
This includes community members who are vaccinated and unvaccinated.
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·   We hope to be responsive to community transmission with required testing for return from 
illness:

  •   If community transmission is lower (yellow or green, medium or lower) on 
COVIDACTnow.org for Jackson County, then no testing is required to return to 
school and faculty, staff, or students can return as soon as symptoms resolve.

  •   If community transmission is higher (yellow-orange to red, moderate or higher) on 
COVIDACTnow.org for Jackson County, then a negative COVID test is required to 
return to school if a student, staff, or faculty member is exhibiting flu-like symptoms. 
Of course, students who prefer not to test may remain out for 10 days following the 
start of symptoms instead of testing.

·   Tests are available with a 24 hour turn-around for free at many local partners, including Henry 
Ford, Walgreen’s, Center for Family Health, and MedExpress.  Home COVID rapid tests with 
15 minute results are now available for about $15 each at local pharmacies. These rapid tests 
require a swab only in the lower nostril and can be completed at home.

·   Students are excused from the 10-day absence requirement for the year, as required to stay 
home with flu-like symptoms or in quarantine.

·   Please inform the school immediately when your student is sick, if anyone in your house has 
tested positive for COVID-19, or if your student has been a close contact of someone positive 
for COVID-19.

 
ATHLETIC TESTING:
·   MHSAA and MDHHS have not yet released information regarding whether regular testing 

for student-athletes will be required for athletic participation for the 21-22 school year.  If it is 
required, we anticipate those who are vaccinated will be exempt from regular testing (as they 
were in the 20-21 school year).

 
We will continue to do our due diligence with COVID-19 protocols and reviews to keep our 
students safe, but even more, we hope to be spending even more of our time this year nurturing 
your student’s soul, mind, and body.
 
PRAYING FOR A GREAT 2021-2022!
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