
   

 

 

Sage Granada Park United Methodist Church 
 

1850 West Hellman Avenue, Alhambra, California 91803 

 

“To what are  

   we graduating?” 

 

                 Rev. George Martzen 

 

         

“Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until Christ came, so that we 
might be justified by faith.” – Galatians 3:24 

 It’s graduation season.   Some have already graduated.  Mark 
Keppel and Alhambra High just had their graduations.   The Preschool 
already had its graduation.  Both the Japanese Language School and 
Kodomo No Ie will have graduations in June.  The UCs are graduating in 
June.  Youth confirmation is kind of like graduation; we will be 
celebrating that on June 5.   

Graduation is a time to celebrate the completion of a course. At 
whatever level, students had to finish classes, write papers, take exams 
or otherwise demonstrate proficiency in their course.  Finally, on 
graduation day they can breathe a sigh of relief.  Hurray!  We’re done!  
At least for that stage of life.     

Another word for graduation is commencement, as in 
“commencement exercises”.  To commence actually means to begin or 
start something new.  According to the historian, Samuel Eliot Morison, a 
university commencement exercise was an initiation (inceptio) into the 
teaching guild. After having completed the necessary training at the 
Bachelor’s level, the initiates presented their disputations, and if they 
were successful they were welcomed into the guild as Masters or 
Doctors. The conferring of degrees was a license to teach.  So at the 
commencement exercises they were not merely “graduating from” 
school, but “graduating to” a new career.  Graduation is not just about 
looking back, but looking forward to new possibilities.  

The Apostle Paul had something similar in mind as he wrote to 
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the Galatian churches about relationship between grace and law.   “The law was our disciplinarian until 
Christ came.”  Paul was referring specifically to his own tradition, the Hebrew Torah, but it could be applied 
to the adherence to any kind of moral law that pursues moral perfection. That tradition served as a discipline 
until the point at which we find ourselves justified by grace.  Being under discipline can be difficult, unless 
you recognize its goal is to take you to that next level.  

You may recall some tough teachers or challenging courses.  My ordination process was challenging 
as I sought to demonstrate how that knowledge would apply to the local church.  Ordination in the UMC can 
take several years, requiring lots of papers and group interviews at several levels.  At my final interview, I 
was told that I would be “continued” until the next year.  In other words, I hadn’t passed.  The reason?  I 
hadn’t articulated a clear and practical theology of grace.  During the following year, as I reflected on God’s 
unmerited mercy for each person, including myself, I began to recognize that even in the midst of tutelage 
and hardships, I could experience glimmers of grace.  Though initially sad, I became grateful to be under the 
tutelage of the Board of Ordained Ministry for one more year.  Even though it was a disciplinary form, I also 
found it to be a means of God’s grace.  By the time I was ordained, I had graduated to a new level.   

Whatever our course in life, we move through stages, including a disciplinary stage by which we are 
guided and shaped, until we can move on our own. May you know God’s grace whether you are on a long 
learning curve or whether you are free and soaring with the eagles.  Congratulations, graduates! 

   

 Marise Saiki:   Graduating from 5th grade at Coolidge Elementary                                         
(Ruth Chon and Arnie Saiki) 

 Luke Littlefield:  Graduating from 8th grade at Repeto Elementary                                       
            (Elena and Bryan Littlefield) 

 Otto Saiki:  Graduating from Gabrielino High School (Ruth Chon and Arnie Saiki) 

 Kaleb Lee:  Graduating from Alhambra High School   (Selsy Lee) 

 Angelea Marquez:  Graduating from UC Riverside      (Alicia and Manny Marquez) 

 Sara Jen Wong:  Graduating from Oberlin College with 2 Bachelor degrees with Education and Law  and 
Society emphasis   *2022 Fulbright Scholar       (Joanne Jen and Paul Wong) 

June 5 
Worship 
Liturgist:  Archana Carey 
 
 
  
 
 

June 12 
Worship  
Liturgist:   Janice Hurtado 
 
 
 
September 
September 19 
March 20 

June 19 
Worship 
Liturgist:   John Taniguchi 
 
 
 
 
Septmeber 
September 25 

June 26 
Worship    
Liturgist:   Youth 

 
 
 
October 31 
October 31 

Thank you to our Zoom Worship Crew:  Ruel Reyes, Kris Taniguchi, Doreen Bolten, 
Ratheesh Pillai, Brad Hutchins, Phillip Kirihara, Sengeduane Tom, Jaimie Hill, Ruth 
Chon and Rev. George Martzen.   

Because we are not taking in-person offerings, you may give to the church by mail or 
online at our website www.sgpumc.org.  Click on Make a Donation.  Please make note 
of your name and contact information on the memo line.  Thank you for supporting our 
church and ministries!  *Please note that our general offerings year to date are 
$76,750.11 and our general offering budget for 2022 is $102,000.   

May 1   

Attendance: In Person: 
23 / Online:  26  

Offering:  $335.65
            

May 8 

Attendance: In Person: 
36 / Online:  37 

Offering: $4,572.16 

May 15 

Attendance: In Person: 
17 / Online:  51 

Offering: $26.05 

May 22 

Attendance: In Person: 
29 / Online:  36 

Offering:  $2,132.30 

May 29 

Attendance: In Person: 
29 / Online:  31 

Offering: $ 437.60 

http://www.sgpumc.org
https://www.churchtrac.com/donate.php?key=acct_1EEOANL5OEeOTEAX
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Jesus and Bonhoeffer 
Rev. Dickson Kazuo Yagi  

 
Why are we fighting Russia in Ukraine?  Didn’t Jesus teach us to forgive 
our enemies, pray for our enemies, love our enemies.  And Jesus died 
for his enemies? 
 
But Dietrich Bonhoeffer was executed by hanging in Nazi Germany     
because he was involved in a plot to assassinate Hitler.  Why didn’t  
Bonhoeffer love his enemy, Hitler? 
 
Jesus taught to love our enemies in personal ethics with our           

neighbor.  But Hitler was an enemy for killing and suppressing millions in national ethics.  So Jesus is 
our hero in personal ethics.  But Bonhoeffer is our hero in national ethics.   We need our police to 
protect us against criminals and we need our military to protect us against military invasion.  We 
need to love our enemies, but we need also to love our families and our nation. What do you think? 

 
Rev Dickson Kazuo Yagi is a retired missionary, associate member of Sage Granada Park UMC, the 

Chair/President of the Council of Pacific Asian Theology and facilitator of the  
Interfaith Fellowship.   
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  Granada Park United Methodist Nursery School & Kindergarten  

1850 W Hellman Ave., Alhambra, CA  91803 

 For more information, contact us at 626-284-5006 

            gpumns1850@gmail.com     http://gpumnsk.org      

           https://www.facebook.com/gpumns1850        

Limited openings:  We are still accepting Registration for the 2021-2022 school 
year:  Children 2 years 6 months (potty trained) to 5 years old (Kindergarten) 

               

June 2022 NEWSLETTER 

TK/K   GRADUATION CLASS of 2022:  CONGRATULATIONS! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                 

    UPCOMING EVENTS    

   

 June 1, 2022:      First Day of Summer School 

 June 19, 2022:   Father’s Day 

 Enrollment going on for the summer with weekly themes 

  

 

                Follow Us On Facebook
           

 
 
 
 
 
 

6/6:     Yukiko Okada 
6/7:     Alan Kitsuse 
            Lucas Hutchins 
            Allison Hutchins 
6/9:     Hiroko Suzuki 
6/19:   Pearl Matsumoto 
6/20:   Bradley Hutchins 
6/21:   Sachiko Yoshida 
6/22:   Marise Saiki 
6/26:   Gina Kitsuse 
6/30:   Soraya Shafer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6/8:     Chin Cheak Yu &        
George Martzen 

6/14:  Adison & Minaxi     
Bariya 

6/28:  Adelyne & Pang Lam 
 

-Family of Tak Yoshida 
-Family of Roy Iketani 
-Family of Ets Nakamura 
-Sets Tani 
-Family of May Tenaka 
-Jeannie Wong 
-Echavarria family 
-Marilyn McIver 
-Mary Sue Lodwick 
-Jean McIver 
-Mariko Garrett 
-Sho Tabata 
-Lavinia (Elaine’s sister) 
-Alice Lopez 
-Kenley Craver 
-David Iwomiya 
-Bruce Del Monico 
-Leonard Quezada 
-Laura Quezada 
-Gerry (Gina Kitsuse’s mom) 
-Gabriel Morales 
-Ratheesh Pillai 
-Peace in Ukraine  

mailto:gpumns1850@gmail.com
http://gpumnsk.org
https://www.facebook.com/gpumns1850
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What The Miracles Reveal to Us:  
Charisma and the Nature of Mission 

                     Ratheesh Pillai                 

                      Psalms 77:13-15, Matthew 8:14-17, Acts 3:1         

During the pandemic, I couldn’t take any classes in person. However, through virtual classes, I joined with 
classmates outside the United States doing mission work in various countries. One of my friends has been in Egypt 
for 18 years ministering among the desert people called the B tribes. He shared about his challenges sharing the 
gospel. The local people did not seem interested in the Gospel, and the Egyptian government restricted access to 
the Bible and info about Christianity. However, they became interested whenever my friend prayed for healing, 
and miracles occurred. He said that the tribal people called these “special experiences”.  Even though he couldn’t 
share verbally about Jesus, the people noticed these special experiences and often asked him to pray for their   
animals and sick people.   

I often wonder how many of our churches put into practice healing, wonders, and the miracles that took 
place during the mission of Jesus, the apostles, and the early churches? How many of us believe in such special 
experiences? 

I remember how when I ministered in rural areas around the world, we couldn’t share the gospel because 
of the language barrier, but we prayed and interceded for the people. Miracles occurred and people recognized 
who God is. Have you ever had such special experiences in your life? Have you ever experienced these miracles 
that enrich your trust in Christ and cause you to share the story with someone? I think that denying God’s miracles 
is denying God himself and entails that we no longer depend on God but on what the world offers us.  
 Author and pastor Tim Keller comments, “We modern people think of miracles as the suspension of the 
natural order, but Jesus meant them to be the restoration of the natural order. The Bible tells us that God did not 
originally make the world to have disease, hunger, and death in it. Jesus has come to redeem where it is wrong 
and heal the world where it is broken.”       

Jesus’s miracles touch our great need for hope. One approach to carrying out the great commission  is to 
use these special experiences to bring hopeless people to Christ.  Jesus and the apostles desired not only the    
forgiveness of sins but that people would be admitted into the kingdom of God and all the authority given to the 
Church as promised in Matthew 28:18-20.  I believe that these special experiences bring attention to the Gospel 
that has been prophesied in the Old Testament (Isaiah 61:1). Jesus’s actions were the prime carriers of its        
message; He envisioned that the churches would carry this charisma and set the people free through prayers and 
intercession.  

I have observed that miracles occur when we concede who God is and respond with faith and trust in God. 
These special experiences can lead individuals to the law of love. 

There are times during worship and prayer meetings that we pray and intercede, or agree with others’ 
prayers for healing. But do we believe that our prayer works, and that miracles can really happen? What do these 
prayers and meetings mean to you? Are we willing to allow ourselves to express these special experiences in our 
family, church, workplace, and community? For the sake of the Gospel, let us continue to pray in faith and         
expectation.  

LABYRINTH DEDICATION 

 

On May 15, 2022 the labyrinth constructed by Kaleb Lee and 

friends was dedicated as a place of reflection and meditation.  

Thank you, Kaleb, for your vision and hard work.  This will be 

a blessing for many years to come.   
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June 2022 
  

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

   1 

Bible Study   
1:00 PM 

Prayer  5:00 PM 

2 3 

Choir Practice  
6:00 PM 

Scouts  6:00—
9:30 PM 

4 

JLS Open 

House         

9:30 AM 

5  

Pentecost Sunday 

Worship Service  
10:00 AM 

6 7 

PAC  7:00 PM 

8 

Bible Study   
1:00 PM 

Prayer  5:00 PM 

9 10 

Choir Practice  
6:00 PM 

Scouts  6:00—
9:30 PM 

11 

JLS             

Graduation 

8:00 AM 

12 

Worship Service  
10:00 AM 

13 14 

 

 

 

 

Church Council 
7:00 PM 

15 

Bible Study   
1:00 PM 

Prayer  5:00 PM 

16 17 

Choir Practice  
6:00 PM 

Scouts  6:00—
9:30 PM 

APAC Concert 
7:00 PM   

 

18 

19 

 

 

Worship Service  
10:00 AM 

20 

 

21 22 

Bible Study   
1:00 PM 

Prayer  5:00 PM 

23 24 

Choir Practice  
6:00 PM 

Scouts  6:00—
9:30 PM 

25 

26 

Worship Service  
10:00 AM 

27 28 

John Wesley’s 
Birthday 

29 

Bible Study   
1:00 PM 

Prayer  5:00 PM 
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