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“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,  
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit.” – Matthew 2819 
 

My father taught me how to process photographic film and print 
pictures before I was 10 years old. He meticulously taught me each step of 
the process, from developer to wash or stop bath, to fixing bath.  I 
remember how delighted I was after turning on the light and seeing the 
images that the process had created.    

Last Sunday I raised the question, What is a Christian? I pointed 
out the literal meaning of the expression in Greek is “a little Christ.”  
Christians are disciples of Jesus Christ who resemble their Lord.  While 
disciples are not simply the end product of a mechanical or photo-
chemical process, like photographs or cars, churches do have a mission to 
make disciples for the transformation of thew world.  But unless we know 
what a disciple is, we may be shooting in the dark.   
Junius B. Dotson, late director of the Discipleship Ministries says, “A 
disciple is one who knows Christ, is growing in Christ, serving Christ, and 
sharing Christ.” (See All the People).   The United Methodist Book of 
Discipline says that “Christian discipleship is patterned after the 
servanthood of Jesus, who cared for the sick, fed the hungry, and 
befriended the outcast” (BOD paragraph 256.1.c).   

John Wesley articulated discipleship in his General Rules, a brief 
set of principles he established in 1739.  He had established weekly 
society meetings, and people were invited to participate, on the condition 
that they were earnestly seeking self-improvement - “a desire to flee from 
the wrath to come, and to be saved from their sins.”  Such a desire for self
-improvement should bear fruit.  “It was therefore expected of all who 
continue therein that they should continue to evidence their desire of 
salvation, first, by doing no harm… second, by doing good… third, by 
attending upon all the ordinances of God…”  (UM BOD paragraph 104).  
These rules have sometimes been paraphrased as Wesley’s simple rules: 

 
Our Vision: 

 

To be a light on a hill for our 
community (Matthew 5:14). 
 

Our Mission: 
 

We are called to make disciples of 
Jesus Christ for the transformation 
of the world. 
 

Our Values: 
 

We reaffirm our values as a multi-
cultural and inclusive community 
united in the love of Jesus Christ. 
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Do no harm. Do good. Stay in love with God.  

Just as John Wesley had a method for growing disciples in the 18th century England, we at Sage 
Granada Park may want to consider an “intentional discipleship system,” to help us follow through on how 
we and our neighbors can grow as disciples of Jesus Christ.   

According to Dotson, an intentional discipleship system: 1) gives people a sense of where they are in 
the stages of growth as a disciple; 2) offers a vision of what a mature disciple will look like; and 3) offers a 
model for how disciples can grow along the way.  This doesn’t mean that we will all come out looking the 
same as if we came off the assembly line, because everyone is different, but that we can have a roadmap to 
help us find our God-given potential.   

June 6 
Online Worship 
Liturgist:   Ruth Chon 
 
 
  
 
 

June 13 
Online Worship  
Liturgist:   Elaine Chung 
 
 
 
Liturgist:  Elaine Chung 
 

June 20 
Online Worship 
Liturgist:   Janice Hurtado  
 
 
 
 
February 28 

June 27 
Online Worship    
Liturgist:   Paul Wong 
 

 
 
 
 

Thank you to our Zoom Worship Crew:  Ruel Reyes, Kris Taniguchi, Sally Bell, Jim 
Bell, Doreen Bolten, Kai Garcia, Ratheesh Pillai , Ruth Chon and Rev. George 
Martzen.   

Because there are no in-person offerings, you may give to the church by mail or online 
at our website www.sgpumc.org.  Click on Make a Donation .  Please make note of your 
name and contact information on the memo line.  Thank you for supporting our church 
and ministries!  *Please note that our general offerings year to date are $32,924.16 and 
our general offering budget for 2021 is $102,000. 

May 2 

Attendance: 57 

Offering: $4,050.55 

May 9 

Attendance:  54 

Offering: $307.25 

May 16 

Attendance: 56 

Offering: $67.25 

May 23 

Attendance: 118 

Offering: $ * 

May 30 

Attendance:  51 

Offering: $ * 

              IN PERSON WORSHIP NEWS  and   

                                    Upcoming events     
Next Outdoor Worship Service (RSVP Required):  

    

                            

 

 

    We  need your help.  We are conducting a survey to give us the 

best information possible to facilitate in person worship/reopening 

for services.  Would you mind taking a few minutes to complete the 

attached survey and then forward it to the church at 

Sagegrandapark@gmail.com or go online to https:docs.google.com/

forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScQwuYvUa18cGxfqFvsjrCNPXv-

D6HrmtFt2xoLvqJx0Utn7w/viewform?usp=sf_link 

Your opinions and suggestions are a very important part of this    

process, so please let us know how you feel and what you think.   

         Thank you for participating! 

http://www.sgpumc.org
https://www.churchtrac.com/donate.php?key=acct_1EEOANL5OEeOTEAX
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Rev. Dickson Kazuo Yagi 

  CONSCIENCE 

In Japan a Christian pastor refused to make 
public the confession of an accused criminal.   
The police brought the pastor to trial. Obeying 
his conscience the judge resisted pressure 
from the police, sided with the Christian     
pastor and ruled that the pastor had the right 
to keep the confession secret.   

Although Japan is less than 1% Christian, God 
has many allies through   conscience.        
Christians are not the only disciples of God.  In 
my 32 years in Japanese universities, I have 
met many Buddhists, Shintoists, and non-
religious people who live day by day close to 
God through their conscience.     

Conscience is for Gentiles what the Jewish Law 
(Torah) is for Jews!  Romans 2:14:   When  

Gentiles who do not posses the law, do instinctively 

what the law requires, these, though not having the 

law, are a law to themselves.  They show that what 

the law requires is written on their hearts, to which 

their own conscience also bears witness.... 

** APAC News **  APAC News **  APAC News **  APAC News** APAC News **            

 
 

 

Alhambra Culinary School owner and Vice-President of the American Culinary Federation Los Angeles Chapter Bill Yee hosted the 
first in-person meeting for over 50 executive chefs, instructors, culinary students and industry leaders on May 11th at Hop Woo 
Seafood & BBQ in Chinatown.  For over a year all meetings on a local and national level from this professional organization were 
held on Zoom due to Covid-19.  The event was also filmed for the American Chinese TV station WCET which was sent out to their 
15 affiliate stations from LA to Chicago with over a million viewers as well as to their stations in Guangdong/Hong Kong, China with 
a population of over 72 million. 

Los Angeles Trade Technical College is opening its new $75 million Culinary Arts building this year.  LATTC is part of the ACF, the 
national chef organization which sets the professional standards for the culinary industry to include certifications such as Certified 
Executive Chef and Certified Master Chef.   

August:  legendary Spanish Dancer Inesita and her Flamenco Troupe will perform as part of the 2021 APAC Performance Series 

For more information on culinary classes, catering services and performing arts concerts, contact Chef Yee at (626) 230-5435 or 
Email:  bizwind@yahoo.com 

We are now accepting Registration for children 2yrs 9mo 
and potty trained to 5 years old for the                       

2021-2022 School Year 

Call the school for more information at 626- 284-5006, or 
visit our web site at http://gpumnsk.org  

 

Mrs. Laib retires after 35 years at Preschool 

The Granada Park Nursery School and Kindergar-
ten is saying goodbye to Mrs. Theresa Laib after 
more than 35 years with the school, including 19 
years as the director.   Mrs. Maggie Tovalin, who 
has taught at the school since 1996, has assumed 
the role of director.    

This has been a very challenging year in which the 
school was shut down for several months due to 
the pandemic.  During that time the school had a 

facelift, with new flooring and paint.  Enrollment started slowly 
in the fall after reopening, but now there are more than 15   
children enrolled.   

The school is planning a farewell for Mrs. Laib later in 
the month, but because of continuing pandemic conditions, it 
will be limited.     
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Graduation, no matter what age, is a significant          

accomplishment.  We congratulate the graduates of the 

Class of 2021 and wish you happiness, success and      

fulfillment in all you do.  To all of our little ones and not 

so little ones that are moving on the next phase of their           

education, congratulations! 

 

*Soraya Shafer:  Graduating from Mark Keppel High School and will be attending 
Arizona State University this fall—daughter of George and Karina Shafer 

*Michael Hurtado:  Graduating from Mountain Rose Academy in Tucson, AZ—
grandson of Jan Hurtado 

*Kimi Furukawa:  Graduating from Liberty High School (Henderson, NV) -        
granddaughter of John and Janet Furukawa 

*Anya Shafer:  Graduating from 8th grade at Monterey Highlands Elementary to 
Mark Keppel High School—daughter of George and Karina Shafer 

*Takeshi Hurtado:  Graduating from 8th grade at Richard B. Wilson School in   
Tucson, AZ—grandson of Jan Hurtado 

*Lachlan Morrison:  Graduating from 8th grade—son of Kim and Don Morrison 

*Audrey Huerta:  Graduating from 6th grade at Jackson Elementary School in   
Riverside, CA—granddaughter of Mark and Julie Quezada 

*Desmond Huerta:  Graduating to attend 1st grade at Jackson Elementary 
School—grandson of Mark and Julie Quezada 

*Sarah Hutchins and Lucas and Allison Hutchins graduating to Kindergarten in  
August—grandchildren of Steve and Leslie Hutchins 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
6/6:     Yukiko Okada 
6/7:     Alan Kitsuse  
            Allison Hutchins 
            Lucas Hutchins 
6/9:     Hiroko Suzuki 
6/19:   Pearl Matsumoto 
6/20:   Bradley Hutchins 
6/21:   Sachiko Yoshida 
6/22:   Marise Saiki 
6/26:   Gina Kitsuse 
6/30:   Soraya Shafer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6/8:     George Martzen and 

Chin Cheak Yu 
6/14:   Adison and Minaxi 

Bariya 
6/28:   Adelyne and Pang Lam 
 
 

 
-Family of Alfred Chu 
-Family of David Nakamura 
-Jeannie Wong 
-Family of Mike Hurtado 
-Ken Matsumoto 
-Yoko Hayashida 
-Iketani family 
-Littlefield family 
-Nursery School 
-Echavarria family 
-Marilyn McIver 
-Mary Sue Lodwick 
-Matt Nakamura 
-Alfred Chu 
-Derek Tani 
-Jean McIver 
-Mariko Garrett 
-Sho Tabata 
-Morrison family 
-Ratheesh Pillai and his wife 
-Family of Dorothy Kinoshita 
-Elaine’s sister Lavina 
-Laura Quezada Huerta 
-Leonard Quezada 
 

We mourn the passing of two dear friends:   

David Nakamura, long time member and church leader, who was 

welcomed into God’s  presence on May 4, 2021.  He was 98.      

Arrangements are pending.   

Alfred Chu passed away on May 27, 2021.  Long time church musician, Alfred   

continued to practice his organ undeterred. He was 101.  Arrangements are pending.
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          June 2021 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

  1 2 

Bible Study 
1:00  

Evening 
Prayer  5:30 

Hybrid   
Worship 
Team  7:30 

3 

Youth 
Meeting    
7:30  

4 

Cub Scouts 
6:00 

Scouts  7:30 

5 

6 

Zoom Worship 

Service 10:00  

7 8 9 

Bible Study 
1:00  

Evening 
Prayer  5:30 

Outdoor 
Worship 
Team  7:30 

10 

Nominations 
Committee   
7:30  

11 

Cub Scouts 
6:00 

Scouts  7:30 

12 

JLS             

Celebration 

11:15 

13 

Zoom Worship 

Service 10:00  

14 15 

PAC  7:00  

16 

Bible Study 
1:00  

Evening 
Prayer  5:30 

17 18 

Cub Scouts 
6:00 

Scouts  7:30 

19 

20  

Fathers Day 

Zoom Worship 

Service 10:00  

 

 

21 22 23 

Bible Study 
1:00  

Evening 
Prayer  5:30 

 

 

24 

Discipleship 
Huddle      
5:30 

25 

Cub Scouts 
6:00 

Scouts  7:30 

26 

27 

Zoom Worship 

Service 10:00  

Outdoor    

Worship  4:30  

 

28 29 30 

Bible Study 
1:00  

Evening 
Prayer  5:30 

   


