Sage Granada Park
United Methodist Church
1850 West Hellman Avenue, Alhambra, CA 91803
Office (626) 284-3229; FAX (626) 570-4144
Website http://www.sgpumc.org
Email: sagegranadapark@gmail.com
Office hours: Mondays Closed; Tuesdays– Friday 8am-1pm

Our Vision: We are a multi-cultural
and inclusive church united in the
love of Jesus Christ.
Mission Statement: We are called to
be disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world.
Our Congregational Goals for 2018:
* Growing into stewardship with our
gifts and strengths
* Strengthening our outreach
ministry in San Gabriel Valley
* Vitalizing our Sunday worship
service to reach out to the unchurched & de-churched
Rev. Dr. George Martzen,
Pastor
gmartzen@gmail.com
Shelly Bitner, Editor/
Admin. Asst.:
sagegranadapark@gmail.com
Kris Taniguchi, Organist
ktani28@hotmail.com
Jean Taniguchi, Choir Director
tan1g@aol.com
Sunday School, Sally Bell
sallycbell@gmail.com
Wedding Director, Leslie Hutchins
macychick@aol.com

A Compelling Journey”
Rev. George Martzen
I was captivated by the journey of
Frodo long before J.R.R. Tolkien’s
The Lord of the Rings became an
epic movie. A high school friend
first introduced me to Tolkien’s
introductory book, The Hobbit,
about a small people living in
rustic harmony in the English-like
Shire. The Hobbits shunned
strangers and adventure, except
for Bilbo Baggins who was thrust
into an adventure with dwarves,
elves, an evil dragon and a magic
ring. That ring proved invaluable
in his journey because it made
him invisible when he entered the
dragon’s lair. Unfortunately, that
same ring turned out to be the
Dark Lord Sauron’s creation,
intended to draw all of Middle
Earth under his evil control. The
three books of The Lord of the
Rings trilogy details how Frodo,
Bilbo Baggins’ nephew, was
chosen to return the ring to the
fires of Mount Doom in Mordor,
the only place where its evil
power can be undone.
Frodo’s story exemplifies what
Joseph Campbell and others have
described as the “hero’s journey.”
It was a compelling journey that

began with an ordinary individual
who received an extraordinary
call to adventure. At first Frodo
was reluctant about leaving the
comfortable life of the Shire. But
Gandalf, the wizard, assured him
that he is the best person for the
job and then gathered the
Fellowship of the Ring to assist
him.
It was not an easy journey,
hounded by many treacherous
creatures and hazardous
conditions. Frodo was frequently
tempted to use the ring, which
cleverly made him invisible, but it
also made him visible to the Dark
Lord and liable to his evil control.
The terrorizing appearances of
Nazgul (phantoms of past kings
controlled by Sauron) served as
reminders of the ring’s danger.
Indeed, the temptation to use its
magical technology for good
eventually ruptured the
Fellowship, forcing Frodo to go it
alone with his faithful side-kick,
Sam. Eventually they destroyed
the ring, vanquishing the Dark
Lord. Frodo then returned
victorious to the normalcy of the
Shire. But the journey irreversibly
changed him, and eventually he
joined the company of Elves
leaving middle earth to the

mythical Grey Havens.
Lent is a season that calls each
one of us into a compelling
journey of discipleship. Each
journey has the potential of
becoming a hero’s journey,
because we are following our
hero, Jesus, the Christ. Each
Sunday we explore one aspect of
that journey, beginning with
Jesus’ departure from the
commonplace of his hometown,
his baptism by John and
temptation in the wilderness.
With this he was thrust into an
adventure full of trials and
hardships. Surrounding himself
with a community of disciples, he
told them that if they wanted to
follow they must deny themselves
and pick up their cross daily. In
other words, they would have to
share the trials and hardships of
the journey. The journey involves
conflicts and struggles with
opposition, which Jesus
demonstrated when he
confronted the market system
that had grown around the
temple. He overturned their
tables and drove them out.
Knowing that he was walking into
a trap in Jerusalem, Jesus
characterized his eventual
crucifixion as the planting of a
seed or a light lifted up for the
nations. Far from meaningless
and defeat, his death would result
in new hope and the spread of
salvation for all.
Lent is our preparation for Easter,
the celebration of Christ’s
resurrection. If you have not yet
received your 2018 Lenten
Devotional make sure to pick it up
on Sunday. If you are unable to
come to church, call the office

(626) 284-3229 to have it mailed.
We have a compelling journey
ahead. We also have the
fellowship of friends to go with
us. So let us keep each other in
prayer that we don’t lose heart
and fall into temptation.

SERVING SGPUMC THIS MONTH:
March 4
Liturgist: Jan Hurtado
Acolytes: Saiki Family
Communion Helpers:
Sengdeuane Tom
Brad Hutchins
Communion Co-Celebrant:
Rev. Fujimoto
March 11
Liturgist: John Taniguchi
Acolytes: Wissman Family

STUTTERING

Rev. Dickson Kazuo Yagi
It was dinner time in the Yagi
household in Hawaii. I started to
tell what had happened to me in
school that day in the 3rd grade.
But then it happened. I stuttered
and stammered, repeating the
same sounds with machine gun
speed—exactly like Porky the Pig
in movie cartoons of that day. My
stuttering was hilariously funny,
almost impossible not to laugh.
My younger sister laughed and
laughed. I got so angry that I
threw my spoon at her. She was
so startled that she never laughed
at my stuttering again for the next
60 years. Glad I threw my spoon
and not my fork!
Go to a Japanese seminary? That
was not a sane thing to do. We 3rd
generation Japanese Americans
could not speak Japanese any
more. Graduating college in
Washington, D.C., I spent a year in
the Naganuma language school in
Shibuya, Tokyo.
It was April, 1961, the 1st day of
classes at Tokyo Union
Theological Seminary. I sat in the

March 18
Liturgist: Doreen Bolten
Acolytes: Marquez Family
March 25
Liturgist: Youth
Acolytes: Youth

first row, right in front of the
professor so I could hear
everything. Professor Yoshitaka
Kumano was a highly respected
theologian, having written many
books. He started lecturing. I
couldn’t take notes because I
didn’t have the foggiest notion
what he was saying. It was
Systematic Theology class with
technical philosophical
vocabulary. After 10 minutes
Professor Kumano suddenly
stopped talking.
He got mad and said to me, “I’ve
spent hours preparing this
lecture. Why aren’t you taking
notes! I couldn’t say anything
because I stuttered. When I
didn’t answer, his face got red,
and he shouted, “Why aren’t you
taking notes? You have to take
the exam like everybody else.”

When I did not answer, a student
named Mawatari said from the
back of the class, “Please forgive
Yagi. He just came from Hawaii.
He can’t understand a word
you’re saying.” Kumano sensei
was a gentleman. He apologized,
saying it was all his fault, that I
should forgive him. First week in
seminary, and I was getting a
scolding in public by one of the
leading theologians in Japan.

totally lost. When we fail to share
the Gospel of Jesus, God stutters.

The Gospel of John in Chapter 1
calls Jesus Christ the Word of God.
What is a word? Kitamori Kazoh,
a brilliant theologian, says, “A
word is the crystallization of the
heart. When the heart
crystallizes into words, it can
communicate from heart to
heart.”

Due to Shelly’s push to the end of
her Master’s Degree, she will only
be in the church office two days
per week: Wednesdays and
Fridays or Wednesdays and
Saturdays. This new schedule
started the week of February 11.
Rev. George will continue to hold
his regular office and
appointment hours. Thank you
for your understanding and
flexibility!

I think that words are wonderful,
mysterious, miraculous tools of
power. I think that words are
miraculous because I have
stuttered ever since first grade. I
stutter so I am misunderstood. I
stutter, so I am frustrated. I
stutter, so I am humiliated.
With the message of the Cross of
Jesus, the heart of God has
crystallized into words. The
Gospel communicates from heart
to heart with all races, all cultures,
all classes of people—reaching
the depths of despair with a
message of hope. That is why
Jesus Christ is the WORD of God.
When we fail to share the Gospel
of Jesus, God is misunderstood,
God is frustrated, God is ridiculed.
Politicians manipulate God as the
Commander-in-Chief of the
Armed Forces, threatening
enemies with cruise missiles,
drones, and nuclear weapons. The
message of self-sacrificial love is

The Gospel of Jesus to me is
overwhelming mercy, total
acceptance, unshakable peace,
joy that outlasts sorrow, and
compassion for all living beings.

Our Administrative Assistant

Join us for Sunday School! 9:45
a.m.: Pre-school & K-4th grade
with Sengdeuane Tom or Ashley
Parks and 5th Grade & above are
with Pyoung Hwa Lee.

Daylight Savings Time
begins Sunday, March 11.

Nancee Iketani; Jean Taniguchi;
Mat Nakamura; Alfred Chu; Phillip
& Nenita Marquez; Amy Mori;
Echavarria Family; Lucy Sogioka;
Flo Griffen; Bette McIver; Toni
Tomita; Elizabeth Kells; Duane
Martin; Isabel Reyes; Sada
Mayeda; Elvis Gersham; Barbara
Houck; Violet Tomei; Robin
Nakahara; Marilyn McIver; Derek
Tani; All those recovering from the
recent natural disasters and fires.
YOU NOW HAVE
ON-LINE ACCESS
TO YOUR
DATABASE INFORMATION AND
GIVING RECORD! If you provided
us with an e-mail address on your
returned data sheet, you can
make changes to your name
preferences, address, phone, and
can chose whether or not to be
included in a on-line directory.
You also have access to your
giving record. Use this web
address: https://
churchtraconline.com/
member_access.php?
church=6262843229
Just follow the instructions to set
up a password. Questions?
Contact the church office.
PS—It’s not too late to get your
data form (at the end of this
newsletter) filled out and returned
if you have not yet done so.
Thank you!

The week from Palm Sunday to
Easter is called Holy Week
because it is the time Christians
set aside to recall and re-enact
the events of Jesus’ last week, his
entrance into Jerusalem as a king,
his last supper with the disciples,
his arrest and execution. You are
encouraged to set aside time to
remember Jesus’ suffering, so that
together we might all share in his
glorious resurrection on Easter
morning.
March 25, Palm Sunday, 9:30
a.m. – Parade of the Palms
March 29, Holy/Maundy
Thursday Prayer Meeting,
TBA
March 30, Good Friday
Combined service at
Shepherd of the Hills, 7
p.m.
March 31, Holy Saturday – It is
traditional to observe a
fast between Thursday
night and Easter morning
April 1, Sunrise Prayer
Meeting, TBA
Easter Breakfast, 7-9 a.m.
Easter Worship, 9:30 a.m.
Easter Egg hunt (children and
youth) 10 a.m.
Church of India will also have
Gujarati services during
the week

We are now accepting
Registration for children 2 years 9
months and potty-trained to 5
years old for the 2018-2019
School Year.
Call the school for more
information at 626- 284-5006, or
visit our web site at http://
gpumnsk.org
March themes are: World of Dr.
Seuss; Windy Days; My Five
Senses; Rainbows
GPUMNS&K March Calendar
10- Last Parent Work 8:00am12:00pm
11- Daylight Saving Time Begins
12- Registration Begins for the
2018-19 School year
26-30 Spring Break for Morning
Program Children; Day Care
Continues
April 2 - School Resumes for all
programs
Theresa Laib (Director)
Mom’s Day 2018—February 20
(Time spent with Mom, Grandma,
or Auntie.)

Support Sage Granada Park
financially just by making on-line
purchases of things you would
normally buy. Check out
UMCmarket.org. It’s kind of like
purchasing something from
Amazon Smile. There are
thousands of vendors, some
offering free shipping, discount
pricing, or special incentives, who
will donate a percentage of your
purchase back to our church. All
you need to do is go to the
website, sign up, choose Sage
Granada Park as your designated
church, and create your own
UMC market secure profile. Why
not give it a try? It’s an easy way
to give an additional donation to
SGPUMC!

Alhambra
Performing
Arts Center
Presents

Syria, and Lebanon. His
performance venues have included
Carnegie Hall (New York), Palais
d'UNESCO and Salle Cortot (Paris),
Tchaikovsky Concert Hall and
Kremlin (Moscow), "Petranka"
House-Museum of Mozart
HYAK ARSENYAN: CARNEGIE HALL (Prague), Auditorio de Miguel
Delibes (Valladolid), Dar-Al-Assad
ARMENIAN PIANIST AT
Opera House (Damascus), Salla
PERFORMING ARTS CENTER
Cervantes (Havana), and
Alhambra Performing Arts Center appearances at the Dame Myra
(APAC) under the direction of Chef/ Hess Concert Series in Chicago and
Situational Awareness Training
the Phillips Collection Concert
Artistic Director Bill Yee presents
Series in Washington DC. At the
renowned Armenian pianist Hyak
The Alhambra Police Department
age of 11 Mr. Arsenyan made his
Arsenyan
in
a
free
concert
on
came on Wednesday, Feb. 21 to
orchestral debut with the
Sunday March 11, 2018 7pm at
offer Situational Awareness
Armenian National Philharmonic
Sage Granada Park United
Training for pastors and leaders
Orchestra performing his own
Methodist
Church
1850
W.
from local churches. About 35
Requiem for the piano and
filled the Wittrig/Yokoi chapel. In Hellman Ave., Alhambra CA
orchestra, and at the age of 17, he
91803.
light of recent shooting cases in
made his European orchestral
schools and churches, Police Chief
debut as a soloist with the Radio
Chef Yee is also the owner of
Timothy Vu and other officers
Alhambra Culinary School and his France National Philharmonic
urged leaders to be prepared for
Orchestra, where he was awarded
possibility of unexpected intruders chefs will be preparing
a platinum medal by the City of
on their campuses. Depending on refreshments for the audience
the context, Situational Awareness during the intermission when there Paris.
is variously defined as the capacity will be a free-will offering to
support the artists. The next Intro Currently, Mr. Arsenyan teaches at
to identify, process, and
to Culinary Class which includes a New York University Tisch School of
comprehend the essential
the Arts. He holds a Doctor of
information in one’s environment full chef uniform, knife set and
th
Musical Arts degree in Piano
necessary to make quick decisions more will be Sat. March 17 with
in a critical situation. Commander space for up to 12 students. Email Performance and Pedagogy from
the University of Iowa and a
Sean Heckers said that in any such Chef Yee for
emergency we have three options: reservations: bizwind@yahoo.com. Master’s degree from the Gnessin
Music Academy in Moscow. In
Run, Hide or Fight. Training in
2007 he was awarded the fullNew
York
Situational Awareness helps to
tuition Yevgeny Kissin Award for
based
determine which option is the most
the Professional-Studies
pianistviable. In all cases, he advised
performance program at
composer
calling 911 as soon as it is safe to
Manhattan School of Music in New
Hayk
do so. Thanks go to Jesse Chang of
Arsenyan, a York.
Kingdom Causes for networking
native
of
Armenia,
has
appeared in
with the Alhambra PD for this
numerous recitals in USA, Canada, For more information contact:
presentation.
Chef/Artistic Director Bill Yee; EArmenia, Russia, France, Italy,
Mail: bizwind@yahoo.com (626)
Spain, Canary Islands, Czech
230-5435
Republic, Bulgaria, Cuba,
Argentina, Uruguay, Colombia,

JUST FOR FUN

DATABASE INFORMATIONAL SHEET (Please print legibly.

Thank you!)

Head of Household:
Last Name:_______________________________________First Name:___________________________
Birthday: MM/DD/YYYY____________
Married? ____Yes ____No

Anniversary Date: MM/DD/YYYY____________

Church Member? ____Yes____No

Date of Membership: MM/DD/YYYY____________

Date of Baptism: MM/DD/YYYY____________
E-Mail Address:________________________________________________________________________
Cell Phone:___________________________________Work Phone (Optional):_____________________
Spouse:
Last Name:_______________________________________First Name:___________________________
Birthday: MM/DD/YYYY____________
Church Member? ____Yes____No

Date of Membership: MM/DD/YYYY____________

Date of Baptism: MM/DD/YYYY____________
E-Mail Address:________________________________________________________________________
Cell Phone:___________________________________Work Phone (Optional):_____________________

Mailing Address:
Street/PO Box__________________________________________________________Apt. ___________
City:___________________________State:_______Zip:__________
Home Phone: ___________________________________________

Please check one:
_____I/We wish to receive the monthly church newsletter via e-mail.
_____I/We do not have e-mail. Please mail the monthly church newsletter .
_____Please remove me/us from your mailing list:
Reason: ____ Moved ____Member of a Different Church ____Other___________________________
Please turn the page.

Children Currently in Your Household:
1. Last Name:______________________________________First Name:__________________________
___Male___Female

Birthdate: MM/DD/YYYY________

Date of Baptism: MM/DD/YYYY___________ Date of Confirmation: MM/DD/YYYY___________
2. Last Name:______________________________________First Name:__________________________
___Male___Female

Birthdate: MM/DD/YYYY________

Date of Baptism: MM/DD/YYYY___________ Date of Confirmation: MM/DD/YYYY___________
3. Last Name:______________________________________First Name:__________________________
___Male___Female

Birthdate: MM/DD/YYYY________

Date of Baptism: MM/DD/YYYY___________ Date of Confirmation: MM/DD/YYYY___________
4. Last Name:______________________________________First Name:__________________________
___Male___Female

Birthdate: MM/DD/YYYY________

Date of Baptism: MM/DD/YYYY___________ Date of Confirmation: MM/DD/YYYY___________
5. Last Name:______________________________________First Name:__________________________
___Male___Female

Birthdate: MM/DD/YYYY________

Date of Baptism: MM/DD/YYYY___________ Date of Confirmation: MM/DD/YYYY___________
6. Last Name:______________________________________First Name:__________________________
___Male___Female

Birthdate: MM/DD/YYYY________

Date of Baptism: MM/DD/YYYY___________ Date of Confirmation: MM/DD/YYYY___________

PLEASE NOTE: Only certain information will be public. A church directory for church members will be printed containing the following: Names, Addresses, Birthdates & Anniversaries (minus the year of birth), e-mails, home and cell
phone numbers. Members with password access may also update their own information and see each other’s public
information online. All other information will be kept confidential unless you consent to share it.

25
9:30am Worship
3:00pm PFLAG

18
9:30am Worship

7:00pm APAC Concert

11
9:30am Worship

11:00am Special Speaker:
Renny Golden

4
9:30am Worship

SUNDAY

1:00pm Ukelele

26

1:00pm Ukelele

19

1:00pm Ukelele

12

1:00pm Ukelele

5

MONDAY

27
7:00pm Midwick
Neighborhood Watch
Meeting

Rev. George on Retreat

20

13
7:00pm Trustees

6

TUESDAY

28
1:00pm Bible Study

21
1:00pm Bible Study

14
1:00pm Bible Study

7
1:00pm Bible Study

WEDNESDAY

29
TBA Maundy-Thursday
Prayer Service

7:45pm Chinese Choir

4:30pm Chinese Dance
Troupe

22

7:45pm Chinese Choir

4:30pm Chinese Dance
Troupe

15

7:45pm Chinese Choir

4:30pm Chinese Dance
Troupe

8

7:45pm Chinese Choir

4:30pm Chinese Dance
Troupe

1

THURSDAY

3:00pm SGP Choir
Rehearsal

24
8:30am Japanese
Language School

3:00pm SGP Choir
Rehearsal

17
No Japanese Language
School

3:00pm SGP Choir
Rehearsal

10
8:30am Japanese
Language School

3:00pm SGP Choir
Rehearsal

1:00pm Barbara Houck
Memorial Service

3
8:30am Japanese
Language School

SATURDAY

30
31
7:00pm Good Friday
No Japanese Language
Service at Shepherd of the School
Hills UMC

6:00pm Cub Scouts
7:30pm Boy Scouts

23

6:00pm Cub Scouts
7:30pm Boy Scouts

16

6:00pm Cub Scouts
7:30pm Boy Scouts

9

2
6:00pm Cub Scouts
7:30pm Boy Scouts

FRIDAY

