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Our Congregational Goals for 2017:
* Growing into stewardship with our
gifts and strengths
* Strengthening our outreach
ministry in San Gabriel Valley
* Vitalizing our Sunday worship
service to reach out to the unchurched & de-churched
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“Christmas:
The Backstory”
by Rev.

George Martzen

A Charlie Brown Christmas first
ran on TV in 1965. I recall as a
nine-year-old feeling some magic
in the show. I already liked
reading the Peanuts comic strip in
the newspaper, and the laid-back
jazz of Vince Guaraldi certainly
helped.
The 30 minute animated special
featured the ever melancholy
Charlie Brown who just can’t get
into the Christmas spirit.
Disappointed by the
commercialization of the holiday,
he keeps asking what Christmas is
all about. “Doctor” Lucy urges
him to do something to raise his
spirits, so he tries to direct a
Christmas play with his friends.
When his friends urge him to get
a fancy artificial Christmas tree,
he instead gets a tiny fresh cut
tree. They scold him and laugh at
the tree, which makes him cry out
again, “Can anyone tell what
Christmas is all about?” Linus
steps up to center stage, the spot
comes on, and he recites Luke’s
telling of the angel announcement
to the shepherds, concluding with

the angel chorus: “Glory to God in
the highest, and on earth peace,
good will toward men” (Luke 2:14,
KJV). The mood changes after this
as everyone joins in decorating
the little tree and singing, “Hark,
the Herald Angels Sing.”
Charlie Brown’s question is
important. What is Christmas all
about? Linus’ response tells part
of the meaning, the message of
the angels announcing God’s
intentions in Jesus for peace on
earth. I would add that Christmas
only makes sense when you
anticipate it. We tend to see our
lives, especially our religious life,
as a series of unrelated events.
We have parties for birthdays,
dinners for Thanksgiving, opening
presents on Christmas day,
hunting eggs on Easter morning,
shooting fireworks on
Independence Day. But all of
these single events are actually
episodes in stories.
So Christmas is one part of a
larger, and multilayered story.
While it is Yuletide, the ancient
European festival of the lights and
winter solstice, for Christians it is
one part of the divine salvation
story. That salvation story begins
each year with the four Sundays

of Advent. This year we begin
Advent on December 3.
If we just celebrate Christmas
without going through the
Sundays of Advent, it is like
walking into the last five minutes
of a movie because you don’t
want to be bored with the details.
Or it is like skipping to the last few
pages of the mystery novel,
because you only want to know
who did it. Everyone’s life is a
story. And we’re not wasting time
by skipping to the end.
God has a story, too. Advent
prepares us for the meaning of
that story. It prepares us to
understand the good news of
Christmas by reminding us how it
feels to be oppressed, to not
know if anyone cares. Advent
rehearses the longings for a
savior, and the promises that God
will make a way even in our
modern deserts. We are
reminded in Advent to give heed
to that voice crying in the
wilderness and to make ready for
the coming of the savior.
Our Advent theme at Sage
Granada Park UMC is “Come
Home.” Let us prepare our hearts
and our homes for the coming of
Jesus. Each Sunday we will light
another candle on the Advent
wreath and sing the ancient hymn
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.”
The early Christians prayed in
Aramaic, “Maranatha – Come
Lord Jesus.” Let that also be your
simple prayer each day of Advent.
Our last Sunday of Advent will be
Dec. 24, when we will also
celebrate new members. On that
night we will have our traditional
Christmas Eve Candle Light
Service at 5 p.m.

trickle down wealth of the
rich. Our theme is redemptive
suffering for the poor. All rich
and powerful winners, take
notice.

CHRISTMAS:
A GOD OF LOSERS
by Rev.

Dickson Kazuo Yagi

A chimpanzee entered a room
where a bikini clad model, a
muscle bound man posing for
trophy competition, and a
wrinkled old lady were standing
against the wall. Without a
second of hesitation the
chimpanzee walked straight to
the wrinkled old lady and held her
hand. He sought compassion.
One look at Jesus in death
convulsions on the Cross should
warn us that our God is a God for
losers. Yahweh God chose the
Jewish slave people instead of the
Egyptian slave masters! What a
strange God! All minority
peoples, refugees, the weak, the
sick, the betrayed, and the dying
know the love of the God of
Losers.

Jean Taniguchi; Phillip & Nenita
Marquez; Amy Mori; Echavarria
Family; Lucy Sogioka; Flo Griffen;
Bette McIver; Toni Tomita; Elizabeth
Kells; Duane Martin; Isabel Reyes;
Sada Mayeda; Elvis Gersham; Barbara
Houck; Violet Tomei; Robin
Nakahara; Marilyn McIver; Derek
Tani; People of the Caribbean , Gulf
Coast, & Mexico; the family of Vivian
Zamora; the family of Dana Ichikawa;
the family of Aki Oana; People of Las
Vegas; those affected by the fires.

ANNUAL CHARGE
CONFERENCE
Tuesday,
December 5, 7:00 PM
All are invited.

Some prefer the Triumphant
Christ of the Resurrection instead
of the bleeding, dying Jesus of the
Cross. But the definition of Jesus
is his suffering for us losers. Even
in the Revelation of St. John, Jesus
Sunday, December 24
is defined as the sacrificial Lamb—
9:30 AM—Regular Sunday Worship
not a Conquering Hero.
5:00PM—Candlelight Christmas
We are suspicious of any
Eve Worship
sympathy for us losers by a God of
Winners. But our God is the God
Sunday, December 31
of Losers, who chose the Jewish
slaves instead of their Egyptian
9:30 AM—Regular Sunday Worship
slave masters. Our theme is not

SERVING SGPUMC
THIS MONTH:
December 3
Liturgist: Leslie Staal
Acolytes: Tom Family
Communion Helpers:
Leslie Staal; Jan Hurtado
Communion Co-Celebrant:
Rev. Fujimoto
December 10
Liturgist: Jan Hurtado
Acolytes: Marquez Family
December 17
Liturgist: Louise Garcia
Acolytes: Shafer Family
December 24
Liturgist: Stephen Hutchins
Acolytes: Garcia Family
December 31
Liturgist: Youth
Acolytes: Youth

COFFEE—TEA FELLOWSHIP
One of my favorite songs
while growing up was "Count Your
Blessings...and Name them One
by One". It came to mind when
everyone helped out with our
Thanksgiving Luncheon and
Fellowship Hour.
A most glorious time was had by
all this past Sunday... with good
food, good fun and a good
inspirational speaker.
Our Kudos to those who went
that extra mile to share their
"talents" with everyone.
..Ernie and Sengduane Tom and

Joshua who is being groomed to
..Helen Ikeda for coming early to
be a "chef". Their tacos and
pop popcorn and prepare the tea
turkey soup would certainly rate 5 and wipe tables
Stars in any restaurant. Fresh
..Janet Wong for helping set up
fruits were also shared.
the cookies .
...The first class service provided
..Alan Kitsuse for making sure the
by the Boy Scouts...they were so
job is done(smile) and the place is
courteous when serving and did a
ready
spectacular job leaving the Hall
..Bea and Sho Tabata for all the
immaculately clean.
home-baked goodies
...The mothers of the Boy's
..Janet and John Furukawa also for
Scouts were priceless....helping
home-baked cookies and cakes
wherever they could.
..Mrs. Tatsugawa and Roger White
.. Janice Hurtado 's artistic talents
for giving us the ability to
were greatly appreciated. The
purchase fresh donuts.
place was so cheerful with all the
...John Taniguchi for spending so
little tabletop decorations..
much time harvesting his fruits so
.. The signature dishes shared by
we may enjoy them.
the Marquez family (pumpkin
..Leslie and Steve Hutchins for
pies), Pearl and Ken Matsumoto
bringing cookies and desserts for
(vegetable salad), Bea and Sho
us to enjoy on Sundays.
Tabata (macaroni salad, mochi
...Pearl and Ken Matsumoto for
squares), Elaine and TC Chung
the delicious treats they create.
(apple and chocolate cakes).
.. Irene and Wesley Tam for the
...Alan Kitsuse, our honorable
Thai fruits...something new to us.
Maestro, who entertains us with
..Mandarin seedless oranges from
the slightest encouragement.
an unknown person...please let us
(smile)
know who grows such delicious
...Jim Bell, who always comes to
and sweet oranges.
the rescue providing us with
Mahalo to all!!!!!
the excellent sound system.
~~ Elaine Chung for the
..Pyoung -Hwa Lee...for the
Fellowship Committee
creation of the video.
..Reverend Martzen...for
enthusiastically leading the singalong and Kristin for piano
accompaniment.
.....To those who pitched in
wherever needed: John and Janet
Furukawa, Robert Austen, and
many, many more people. A BIG
We are now accepting Registration
THANK YOU!!!!!!
for children 2 years 9 months and
potty-trained to 5 years old for the
November Fellowship
2017-2018 School Year.
Participants:
..Mariko Garrett for helping
prepare and serve the "goodies"
and providing fresh fruits

Call the school for more information at 626- 284-5006, or visit
our web site at http://gpumnsk.org

Quiet Canon. They perform at
senior homes, churches,
convents, and private homes.
Their repertoire is just over 50
traditional carols and Christmas
favorites (White Christmas,
Rudolf, etc).
Under the direction of Chef/
Artistic Director Bill Yee
COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS CAROL
SING-A-LONG
The Dickens Holiday Carolers
accompanied by violinist/pianist
Josephine Chang, will present the
Community Christmas Carol
Singalong program on Sunday
December 10, 2017 - 7pm at Sage
Granada Park United Methodist
Church, 1850 W. Hellman Ave.
Alhambra 91803. Admission Free
– free-will offering accepted
during intermission. Refreshments
by Culinary School trained student
chefs.
The Dickens Holiday Carolers is
celebrating their 21st year. They
started out from Southern
California Edison and then
became an independent group
over the years. They wear colorful
period costumes (especially the
ladies) and perform throughout
Greater Los Angeles during the
Christmas Season. They can sing
as a large ensemble (up to 14) or
in traditional quartets depending
upon which member is available
and what the venue asks for. The
cities that hire them include
Monrovia, Arcadia, and Glendora,
among many other
venues. They close on
Christmas Eve morning
singing for hundreds of
disadvantaged families
in Montebello at the

Growing up in
a musical
Christian
family,
Josephine
Chang has been playing violin,
piano, and singing as a
youngster. With her late mom as
a music department head of
National Taiwan University of
Arts, Josephine had been very
fortunate to be surrounded and
molded by many talented
musicians. Among Josephine’s
teachers are the late Professor
Teng Chang-Kuo, Professor Chen
Chiu-Sheng, Professor Alice
Schoenfeld, and Dr. Melody
Kuo. Yet Josephine did not follow
her musical talent as a young
adult; she received her MBA while
working as a banker. Many years
later, she went back to school and
received her second Master’s
degree, Master of Church Music,
with an emphasis in Piano
Studies. In addition to playing
instruments and singing with the
Lake Avenue Church Chamber
Symphony and Lake Avenue
Church Sanctuary Choir,
Josephine finds time to write
arrangements for piano and
violin. In her spare time, she also
helps students at Lake Avenue
Community Orchestra, people
with piano improvisation and
playing piano at various Chinese
churches. As a member of sextet
group called the Heavenly

Messengers USA, she sometimes
brings her music through singing
or playing to different cities and
abroad in concerts or evangelical
meetings. Josephine is the
Director of Operations, Music
Department Coordinator and
Instructor, Graphic Designer, and
Editor of the Truth Theological
Seminary in Arcadia, CA.
Bring your Christmas Bells, get
ready to sing your favorite
Christmas Carols and enjoy the
refreshments cooked by our great
Chefs!
Date: Sun. Dec. 10, 2017 Location:
Sage Granada Park United
Methodist Church, 1850 W.
Hellman Ave., Alhambra
91803 First Come,First Served,
seating limited.
Contact: Bill Yee (626) 230-5435
or e-mail bizwind@yahoo.com

SPECIAL SPEAKER AT SGPUMC
Dr. Amir Hussain, faculty member
at Loyola Marymount University,
will be speaking on “Muslims and
the Making of America,” following
the worship
service
on Sunday,
December 3,
2017, at 11am
in the Fellowship Hall. Questions?
Please contact Rev. Dickson Yagi.

The Mysterious Gift
I looked at
the gift. It
looked SO
different
than the
others under
the tree. It
was so carefully wrapped and even
had a ribbon tied in a bow. In rich
red paper it was beautiful! THIS gift
was larger than the others too.
Something was missing… It didn’t
have a name on it. I couldn’t ask
whose it was; it seemed too
special. I just looked in wonder.
Just having it under the tree added
something special to Christmas.
That Christmas, along with other
holidays, was not special. Holidays,
in my home, were filled with lots of
drinking.
Drinking always led to yelling. . .
Yelling led to fights. . .
Fights sometimes went beyond
words . . .
In our home the “special” had been
lost in holiday events. This
Christmas in particular was framed
in angry discussions of job loss and
financial stress. I overheard a lot.
The GIFT was so mysterious; it was
a blaze of red color in my black and
white world. It captured my mind.
I could hardly contain myself as the
time came to open presents! I am
the youngest of four. Presents
were handed out in order, oldest
to youngest. Each time another gift
was handed out the anticipation
built.
It did not go to my sister. . .

My oldest brother did not get it. . .

memorable Christmas.

My middle brother was given the
box next to it. . .

I now know there is another
mysterious gift that makes
Christmas special. Often it is
Next, my mom’s hand reached for missed in the busyness, emotion or
THE gift . . . my world went into
misplaced focus of the season. This
slow motion when she handed THE gift has removed the fog of despair
mysterious, beautifully wrapped
that had a grip on my life. This
gift to me! For just a moment I
mysterious gift came in the form of
didn’t move. Maybe it was a
a baby born in a stable. When I
mistake… then I saw the hidden
consider that Jesus left the
tag; it said, “To Mike from
perfection of heaven, it is almost
Santa.” It was real. It was for me. incomprehensible. He came to walk
My fingers began to un-wrap the
the planet He created. Each day,
box; I was still in disbelief. As the His heart was broken by the people
paper fell away, I could hardly
he came to serve. He did this for
believe my eyes; a brand new pair nine year old boys. All this is
of black ice skates. New for
wonderful, mysterious and
ME! Being the youngest boy with beautiful. What a gift. Since I do
two older brothers almost nothing know THIS gift giver, I can say
was new coming to me. Now right “Thank you” for a life changing gift.
in front of me were brand new
shiny ice skates.
Have you considered Jesus, the
One whose heart has been broken
I remember nothing else of that
and He knows all your hurts and
day beyond skating up and down
sorrows. Would you like to know
the ice covered country roads. I
Him personally? You can by simply
was the only one thankful for the
opening up your life to Him and
recent ice storm! In the next few
asking Him to come into your life,
days, I’m sure I must have broken forgive you sins and be direct your
some world record for the distance life from this moment on. You can
skated by a 9 year old boy.
pray a prayer something like this:
That gift lifted me out of a fog. I’m Lord Jesus, I want to know You
not sure what I would label the fog. personally. Thank You for dying on
Maybe it was the expectation that the cross for my sins. I open the
door of my life to You and ask You
somehow Christmas should be
special. Maybe it was TV or maybe to come in as my Saviour and Lord.
Take control of my life. Thank You
comments I heard at school but
for forgiving my sins and giving me
somehow I thought Christmas
eternal life. Bring peace to my
should be a special time. The
world this Christmas. Make me the
mysterious gift made that
Christmas the most memorable of kind of person You want me to be.
my childhood. I never found out
who “Santa” was. I wish I could say,
“Thank you” and let them know
how much that gift meant.
Someone’s kindness made a
significant impact and a

If you invited Christ into your life,
thank God often that He is in your
life, that He will never leave you
and that you have eternal life. As
you learn more about your

relationship with God, and how
much He loves you, you’ll
experience life to the fullest.
By Mike Woodard (Thoughts-About
-God.com)

Join us for Sunday School! 9:45
a.m.: Pre-school & K-4th grade
with Sengdeuane Tom or Ashley
Parks and 5th Grade & above are
with Pyoung Hwa Lee.
The church has
purchased new
software for a
database to help
keep better track of
members, regular attenders, and
visitors. This will also help us
tremendously when it comes to
giving the Church Conference
accurate statistics; which, in
turn, affects apportionments.
Shelly is working on entering
what information she currently
has into the database. A letter
can be found in this newsletter
requesting more information
from you, and has been mailed
to our general mailing list.
Please fill it out legibly and
return it by December 31. You
can either mail it back, drop it
off, or send via e-mail to the
church as a PDF attachment.
Questions? Contact the church
office or speak with Rev. George.
Thank you!

Sage Granada Park United Methodist Church
Our Vision: We are a Multi-cultural and inclusive Church united in the love of
Jesus Christ.

Mission Statement: We are called to be Disciples of Jesus Christ for the
Transformation of the World.

Our Congregational Goals for 2017:
• Strengthening our Outreach Ministry in San Gabriel Valley Area
• Growing into Stewardship with our Gifts and Strengths
• Vitalizing our Sunday worship service to reach out to the un-churched and the
de-churched

December, 2017

Dear Church Family,
John Wesley encouraged the Methodists of his day to “watch over one another in love.” Nowadays we have church
software programs to help us keep in touch. The office is setting up a new comprehensive database to better track our
church family, whether near or far, regular attendees or visitors. It will help us be more effective in communicating
with, and caring for, our congregation. We will also be able to track our statistics in order to pay the correct conference
apportionment amount and strategize for future growth.
We ask that you COMPLETELY fill out all the information as best as you can on the following pages and return them to
the church office either by dropping them off or mailing them in.
Thank you in advance for your help.
In Christ’s Love,
Rev. George Martzen

1850 W. Hellman Ave., Alhambra, CA 91803 Ph. (626) 284-3229 Fax (626) 570-4144
Web site:http://www.SGPUMC.org Church E-Mail Address: sagegranadapark@gmail.com

PLEASE PRINT LEGIBLY (Thank you!)
Head of Household:
Last Name:_______________________________________First Name:___________________________
Birthday: MM/DD/YYYY____________
Married? ____Yes ____No

Anniversary Date: MM/DD/YYYY____________

Church Member? ____Yes____No

Date of Membership: MM/DD/YYYY____________

Date of Baptism: MM/DD/YYYY____________
E-Mail Address:________________________________________________________________________
Cell Phone:___________________________________Work Phone (Optional):_____________________
Spouse:
Last Name:_______________________________________First Name:___________________________
Birthday: MM/DD/YYYY____________
Church Member? ____Yes____No

Date of Membership: MM/DD/YYYY____________

Date of Baptism: MM/DD/YYYY____________
E-Mail Address:________________________________________________________________________
Cell Phone:___________________________________Work Phone (Optional):_____________________

Mailing Address:
Street/PO Box__________________________________________________________Apt. ___________
City:___________________________State:_______Zip:__________
Home Phone: ___________________________________________

Please check one:
_____I/We wish to receive the monthly church newsletter via e-mail.
_____I/We do not have e-mail. Please mail the monthly church newsletter .
_____Please remove me/us from your mailing lists:
Reason: ____ Moved ____Member of a Different Church ____Other___________________________
Please turn the page.

Children Currently in Your Household:
1. Last Name:______________________________________First Name:__________________________
___Male___Female

Birthdate: MM/DD/YYYY________

Date of Baptism: MM/DD/YYYY___________ Date of Confirmation: MM/DD/YYYY___________
2. Last Name:______________________________________First Name:__________________________
___Male___Female

Birthdate: MM/DD/YYYY________

Date of Baptism: MM/DD/YYYY___________ Date of Confirmation: MM/DD/YYYY___________
3. Last Name:______________________________________First Name:__________________________
___Male___Female

Birthdate: MM/DD/YYYY________

Date of Baptism: MM/DD/YYYY___________ Date of Confirmation: MM/DD/YYYY___________
4. Last Name:______________________________________First Name:__________________________
___Male___Female

Birthdate: MM/DD/YYYY________

Date of Baptism: MM/DD/YYYY___________ Date of Confirmation: MM/DD/YYYY___________
5. Last Name:______________________________________First Name:__________________________
___Male___Female

Birthdate: MM/DD/YYYY________

Date of Baptism: MM/DD/YYYY___________ Date of Confirmation: MM/DD/YYYY___________
6. Last Name:______________________________________First Name:__________________________
___Male___Female

Birthdate: MM/DD/YYYY________

Date of Baptism: MM/DD/YYYY___________ Date of Confirmation: MM/DD/YYYY___________

PLEASE NOTE: Only certain information will be public. A church directory for church members will be printed containing the following: Names, Addresses, Birthdates & Anniversaries (minus the year of birth), e-mails, home and cell
phone numbers. Members with password access may also update their own information and see each other’s public
information online. All other information will be kept confidential unless you consent to share it.

Last Day to Order is Sunday, December 17, 2017

POINSETTIA PLANTS are $15.00 each
Given by Name:__________________________________ Phone:__________________
In Memory of:____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
In Honor of:______________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
To the Glory of God _______________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
Number of plants ________________ @ $15.00

Total $____________________

Please make your check payable to: Sage Granada Park UMC and designate on the memo
line, “POINSETTIA.”
Order forms & Payments: Please place in offering plate on Sundays or return to the Church
office.

Come and join us to help prepare our
worship space for the celebration of
the birth of our Savior!
Lots of fun, and great fellowship!
THE HANGING OF THE GREENS
Friday, December 1, 7:30 PM

31
9:30am Worship

25

24
9:30am Worship
5:00pm Christmas Eve
Candelight Service

26

19
7:00pm Midwick
Neighborhood Watch
Meeting

7:00pm Trustees

1:00pm Ukelele
Christmas Party

18
No Ukelele

12

7:00pm Charge
Conference

5

TUESDAY

11

1:00pm Ukelele at
Pasadena Highlands

4

MONDAY

17
9:30am Worship
3:00pm PFLAG

7:00pm APAC
Concert—Dickens
Holiday Carolers

10
9:30am Worship

3
9:30am Worship
11:00am Special
Speaker—Dr. Amir
Hussain

SUNDAY

27
No Bible Studies

28
7:45pm Chinese Choir

7:45pm Chinese Choir

9:00am CPAT
1:00pm Bible Study
7:00pm Bible Study

21

7:45pm Chinese Choir

14

7:45pm Chinese Choir

7

THURSDAY

20

13
1:00pm Bible Study
6:30pm Preschool
Christmas Program
7:00pm Bible Study

6
1:00pm Bible Study
7:00pm Bible Study

WEDNESDAY

6:00pm Cub Scouts
7:30pm Boy Scouts

29
4:30pm Chinese Dance
Troupe

6:00pm Cub Scouts
7:30pm Boy Scouts

22
4:30pm Chinese Dance
Troupe

6:00pm Cub Scouts
7:30pm Boy Scouts

15
4:30pm Chinese Dance
Troupe

1/8
4:30pm Chinese Dance
Troupe
6:00pm Cub Scouts
7:30pm Boy Scouts
12/1-7:30pm Hanging
of the Greens

FRIDAY

3:00pm SGP Choir
Rehearsal

No Japanese Language
School

30

3:00pm SGP Choir
Rehearsal

23
No Japanese Language
School

3:00pm SGP Choir
Rehearsal

8:30am Japanese
Language School

16

3:00pm SGP Choir
Rehearsal

8:30am Japanese
Language School

2/9

SATURDAY

