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PROJECT DESCRIPTION SUMMARY 

 

The Pyramid Lake Indian Reservation is home to the Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe (PLPT). The 

reservation is 742 square miles in which Pyramid Lake is renowned throughout Nevada and 

Indian Country.  The Tribe has 2,989 enrolled members, of which approximately 1360 live on 

the reservation in the three communities of Nixon, Sutcliffe, and Wadsworth. 

 

The Pyramid Lake Housing Authority (PLHA) was formed in 1963 and has been designated by 

the PLPT as its Tribal Housing Development Entity (TDHE). The PLHA manages a portfolio of 

units distributed among Homeownership (lease to own, conveyed after 25 years), Low Income 

Rental Townhomes, and Low Income Rental Single Dwellings. PLHA applies annually for 

Indian Housing Block Grant (IHBG) formula funds and has consistently and successfully 

deployed those funds in new housing construction, and maintenance and rehabilitation of 

housing units. PLHA currently has under its management 48 Low Rental units, 16 1937 Act 

homes, 82 NAHASDA UNITS and 15 BIA/HIP units.   

The first housing project for Pyramid Lake Housing Authority was built in 1966. To date PLHA 

has built 19 projects totaling 496 units. With the exception of the last 5 projects, the majority of 

the units are over 20 years old. The oldest project is 55 years. The furnaces in the majority of the 

units are the original ones installed and are badly in need of repair or replacement. The majority 

of the homes also do not have central air conditioning.  

With the outbreak of the Coronavirus in March 2020, Nevada has ranked 30th in COVID-19 

cases (usafact.org) in the United States. Due to the remoteness of the reservation, the age of the 

homes, the number of low-income families that cannot maintain their homes, PLHA plans to 

repair or replace the existing furnaces in addition to installing central air to improve the 

ventilation to reduce the risks of spreading COVID-19. 

 

As of August 25, 2021, the Pyramid Lake Tribal Health Clinic (PLTHC) update stated that there 

are 27 actives cases in the 2nd wave of COVID-10 to hit the reservation since March 2020. This 

includes 15 households that are in quarantine. With total households under quarantine, adequate 

ventilation in these homes is poor as they are overcrowded to begin with. PLHA is hoping to 

alleviate this problem by installing new furnaces/central air to 75 homes.  


