
In this week’s roundup of the latest immigration news there have been several victories 
for immigrant rights.  Thank you for your prayer and reflection which are faithful to the 
Gospel of Jesus and your action which is committed to our Chapter Directives. 

The Good News 

         A decision by a U.S. District Court has ordered U.S. Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE) to reassess its custody decisions for two unaccompanied 
immigrant youth whom it moved from federal children’s shelters into adult jails 
when they turned 18.    ICE must now provide placement in the “least restrictive 
setting” and alternative forms of custody, as required under U.S. law.  Immigrant 
advocates hope this ruling will compel ICE to carry out its statutory duty to 
consider alternatives to detention for all unaccompanied youth transferred to ICE 
detention.  

         In another court ruling, it was determined that that the Department of Justice 
cannot legally withhold law enforcement funding from cities that have refused to 
enlist their local police in federal immigration enforcement.  The appellate court 
reaffirmed that local communities get to decide the best strategies for promoting 
public safety. Immigrant advocates made a compelling case that communities 
are safer when everyone feels they can go to the police for help, rather than fear 
that any interaction with the police will result in deportation and family 
separation. This decision follows similar victories in Los Angeles, Philadelphia 
and San Francisco. 

         Testimony at a Congressional hearing about the immigration court system was 
a convincing statement by a young man whose family won asylum in the United 
States because of the fierce advocacy of his legal team who helped him 
navigate an incredibly complicated system.  He was there to ask members of 
Congress to consider how they would have fared without counsel, as the vast 
majority of immigrants facing deportation must.  He urged them to consider how 
they would have fared in the wake of Attorney General Sessions’ continued 
efforts to turn the immigration courts into an assembly line toward inevitable 
deportation. 

         Recently, a woman from Honduras was granted asylum in immigration 
court.  In an exodus from Central America since 2014, women have succeeded 
in winning asylum or other protections in the United States as victims of a 

pandemic of domestic abuse in that region.  These cases have established fear 

of domestic violence as a legitimate basis for asylum. 

         The Supreme Court struck down part of the definition of “aggravated felony” 
which has been one of the most punishing provisions of immigration law.   The 
Court found the provision, which triggers automatic removal for offenses, to be 
impermissibly vague.  Civil penalties like deportation can be as harsh as or 
harsher than criminal penalties. Separating families and exiling members of 
communities is a cruel and awful punishment, yet has become a regular 
practice.   U.S. immigration laws are disproportionately harsh and unfair in 



myriad ways. The Supreme Court decision is one small step toward fair process 
for all.  

         Network has tallied the results of 8 votes in the House of Representatives, half 
of the votes related to immigration issues and half to budget issues.  If your 
Representative is one who voted with Network more than half the time, please 
call or e-mail to express your appreciation for this.  Kathleen Rice, Gregory 
Meeks, Nydia Velazquez, Hakeem Jeffries, Grace Meng, Yvette Clarke, Jerrold 
Nadler, Carolyn Maloney and Joseph Crowley have a 100% record of Network 
votes.   Legislators who voted with Network 50% of the time or more can also be 
thanked: Peter King (50%); Tom Suozzi (88%) and Dan Donovan (63%).  Please 
call Lee Zeldin’s office to express disappointment that he voted with Network 
only 38% of the time and none of his votes supported immigrants. 
  

Now The Bad News  

       Determined to stop the stream of people to the border from Central America, the 
Trump administration, is now moving to curtail or close the legal avenues to 

protection for abused women.   Attorney General Jeff Sessions, as the top official 

in charge of the immigration courts, is leading a broad review to question 
whether domestic or sexual violence should ever be recognized as persecution 
that would justify protection in the United States.  Under current American law, 
migrants who come to the border saying they fear returning home have a right to 
an interview by immigration authorities and in many cases to be heard in 
immigration court.  An April 4 information sheet from the Department of 
Homeland Security identified “the problem” as the surging numbers of women 
and children seeking asylum.   But Trump administration officials say most 
border crossers from the region present flimsy asylum claims to get into the 
country and game the system.  Sessions has said asylum was meant to protect 
people who fled their home countries “because of persecution based on 
fundamental things like their religion or nationality.”   His aim is to 

resolve the   fundamental question: whether “being a victim of private criminal 

activity,” such as domestic violence, could ever fit the legal requirements for 
asylum.    Refugee groups and women’s organizations are worried that Session’s 

review will revise asylum case law that has been favorable to women.  Trump 
and Sessions have strong support from conservative Republicans in Congress 
for their efforts to trim the number of asylum cases going before the courts and 

to hasten deportations of asylum-seekers. Some protections Trump is seeking to 

roll back are long established in international refugee law. 

         In other changes that will affect women seeking refuge, DHS officials want to 
reframe the initial interviews immigration officers conduct with migrants, to make 
it more difficult to pass the first hurdle for asylum. Trump last week ordered 
border authorities to detain virtually all asylum-seekers and speed the opening of 
new detention facilities, using military bases if necessary. Officials are exploring 
ways to circumvent federal court orders that have allowed most women with 
children to be released after no more than three weeks in detention. Last month, 



Immigration and Customs Enforcement announced it was ending a policy of 
generally releasing pregnant women. 

         At the end of April, the Justice Department plans to halt the legal orientation 
programs (LOP) operating in some detention centers.  This is a blatant attempt 
by the administration to strip detained immigrants of even the pretense of due 
process rights.  LOP is a life line for the more than 40,000 immigrants who face 
complex deportation proceedings from remote detention facilities every day. 
Through LOP, legal service organizations provide basic information to men and 
women in immigration jails about the detention and deportation process and 
judicial efficiency is improved.  This efficiency has lowered the cost of 
government expenditures in millions of tax- payer dollars.    

  

√  Use the attached phone list to call your member of Congress right now and 

request support for TPS by sending a letter or calling DHS directly to tell them to 
renew TPS for Nepal. 

Our country should be a safe haven for immigrants fleeing natural disasters and 
violence.  A massive earthquake hit Nepal in 2015, killed more than 8,000 people 
and damaged the homes and communities of more than 9 million others. After the 
disaster, Temporary Protected Status (TPS) granted safety to thousands of Nepali 
immigrants to provide for their families without fear of deportation while their country 
recovers. On April 25th, the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) will put the 
future of thousands of immigrants from Nepal if they cancel TPS.  This will be the 
difference between living in constant fear of deportation and feeling safe in their 
community 

  

√  Feeling misunderstood in conversations with family, friends and colleagues 
about justice for immigrants. Read the attached excerpt from Pope Francis' recent 
exhortation "On the Call to Holiness in Today's World", in which he makes the strongest 
argument that the message of justice is written into the Gospel and that spirituality and 
justice are linked.  This message is reprinted on the Congregation's website, so 
encourage family and friends to read it.  In your individual and community prayer, read 
and pray with some of the Pope's exhortations.  
  

√   Support funding for affordable, quality housing.  Sign the letter to make your 

voice heard. 
http://act.networklobby.org/p/dia/action4/common/public/?action_KEY=24509 

 

http://act.networklobby.org/p/dia/action4/common/public/?action_KEY=24509

