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1. Look through the following selections
2. Ask me any questions about any of 

the book options 
3. Let me know if you have another 

option or idea to add
4. Fill out this google form with your top 

3 choices

https://forms.gle/zmyCDbadKiUzGtKx5


Everything Sad is Untrue - by Daniel Nayeri

3

At the front of a middle school classroom in Oklahoma, a boy named 
Khosrou (whom everyone calls "Daniel") stands, trying to tell a story. 
His story. But no one believes a word he says. To them he is a 
dark-skinned, hairy-armed boy with a big butt whose lunch smells 
funny; who makes things up and talks about poop too much.

But Khosrou's stories, stretching back years, and decades, and 
centuries, are beautiful, and terrifying, from the moment he, his 
mother, and sister fled Iran in the middle of the night, stretching all 
the way back to family tales set in the jasmine-scented city of Isfahan, 
the palaces of semi-ancient kings, and even the land of stories.

Like Scheherazade in a hostile classroom, author Daniel Nayeri weaves 
a tale of Khosrou trying to save his own life: to stake his claim to the 
truth. And it is (a true story).

It is Daniel's.
Winner of the 2021 Printz Award



Pet by AKwaeke Emezi

4

There are no more monsters anymore, or so the children in 
the city of Lucille are taught. With doting parents and a best 
friend named Redemption, Jam has grown up with this 
lesson all her life. But when she meets Pet, a creature made 
of horns and colours and claws, who emerges from one of 
her mother's paintings and a drop of Jam's blood, she must 
reconsider what she's been told. Pet has come to hunt a 
monster, and the shadow of something grim lurks in 
Redemption's house. Jam must fight not only to protect her 
best friend, but also to uncover the truth, and the answer to 
the question — How do you save the world from monsters if 
no one will admit they exist?

Finalist in the National Book Award. 
Stonewall Honor book.



The Gilded Ones by Namina Forna

5

Sixteen-year-old Deka lives in fear and anticipation of the blood 
ceremony that will determine whether she will become a member 
of her village. Already different from everyone else because of her 
unnatural intuition, Deka prays for red blood so she can finally 
feel like she belongs.

But on the day of the ceremony, her blood runs gold, the color of 
impurity--and Deka knows she will face a consequence worse 
than death.

Then a mysterious woman comes to her with a choice: stay in the 
village and submit to her fate, or leave to fight for the emperor in 
an army of girls just like her. They are called 
alaki--near-immortals with rare gifts. And they are the only ones 
who can stop the empire's greatest threat.

Knowing the dangers that lie ahead yet yearning for acceptance, 
Deka decides to leave the only life she's ever known. But as she 
journeys to the capital to train for the biggest battle of her life, she 
will discover that the great walled city holds many surprises. 
Nothing and no one are quite what they seem to be--not even 
Deka herself.  

Published Jan 2021.



Elatsoe by Darcie Little Badger

6

Imagine an America very similar to our own. It’s got homework, best friends, 
and pistachio ice cream.

There are some differences. This America been shaped dramatically by the 
magic, monsters, knowledge, and legends of its peoples, those Indigenous and 
those not. Some of these forces are charmingly everyday, like the ability to 
make an orb of light appear or travel across the world through rings of fungi. 
But other forces are less charming and should never see the light of day.

Elatsoe lives in this slightly stranger America. She can raise the ghosts of dead 
animals, a skill passed down through generations of her Lipan Apache family. 
Her beloved cousin has just been murdered, in a town that wants no prying 
eyes. But she is going to do more than pry. The picture-perfect facade of 
Willowbee masks gruesome secrets, and she will rely on her wits, skills, and 
friends to tear off the mask and protect her family. 



Don’t ask me where I’m from by Jennifer de Leon

7

First-generation American LatinX Liliana Cruz does what it takes to fit in at 
her new nearly all-white school. But when family secrets spill out and racism 
at school ramps up, she must decide what she believes in and take a stand.

Fifteen-year-old Liliana is fine, thank you very much. It’s fine that her best 
friend, Jade, is all caught up in her new boyfriend lately. It’s fine that her 
inner-city high school is disorganized and underfunded. It’s fine that her 
father took off again—okay, maybe that isn’t fine, but what is Liliana 
supposed to do? She’s fifteen! Being left with her increasingly crazy mom? 
Fine. Her heathen little brothers? Fine, fine, fine. But it turns out Dad did leave 
one thing behind besides her crazy family. Before he left, he signed Liliana up 
for a school desegregation program called METCO. And she’s been accepted.

But then she discovers the gutting truth about her father: He’s not on one of 
his side trips. And it isn’t that he doesn’t want to come home…he can’t. He’s 
undocumented and he’s been deported back to Guatemala. Soon, nothing is 
fine, and Lili has to make a choice: She’s done trying to make her white 
classmates and teachers feel more comfortable. Done changing who she is, 
denying her culture and where she came from. They want to know where she’s 
from, what she’s about? Liliana is ready to tell them



Apple by Eric Gansworth

8

Apple: Skin to the Core, is a YA memoir-in-verse. Eric Gansworth tells 

the story of his life, of an Onondaga family living among Tuscaroras, 

and of Native people in America, including the damaging legacy of 

government boarding schools—and in doing so grapples with the slur 

common in Native communities, for someone “red on the outside, 

white on the inside,” and reclaims it.



Give me some truth by Eric Gansworth

9

Carson Mastick is entering his senior year of high school and desperate to 

make his mark, on the reservation and off. A rock band -- and winning the 

local Battle of the Bands, with its first prize of a trip to New York City -- is his 

best shot. But things keep getting in the way. Small matters like the lack of an 

actual band, or the fact that his brother just got shot confronting the racist 

owner of a local restaurant.

Maggi Bokoni has just moved back to the reservation from the city with her 

family. She's dying to stop making the same traditional artwork her family 

sells to tourists (conceptual stuff is cooler), stop feeling out of place in her 

new (old) home, and stop being treated like a child. She might like to fall in 

love for the first time too.

Carson and Maggi -- along with their friend Lewis -- will navigate loud 

protests, even louder music, and first love in this novel about coming together 

in a world defined by difference.



This is my America by Kim Johnson.

10

Every week, seventeen-year-old Tracy Beaumont writes letters to Innocence 
X, asking the organization to help her father, an innocent Black man on death 
row. After seven years, Tracy is running out of time—her dad has only 267 
days left. Then the unthinkable happens. The police arrive in the night, and 
Tracy’s older brother, Jamal, goes from being a bright, promising track star to 
a “thug” on the run, accused of killing a white girl. Determined to save her 
brother, Tracy investigates what really happened between Jamal and Angela 
down at the Pike. But will Tracy and her family survive the uncovering of the 
skeletons of their Texas town’s racist history that still haunt the present?



Concrete Rose  by Angie Thomas.

11

If there’s one thing seventeen-year-old Maverick Carter knows, it’s that a 
real man takes care of his family. As the son of a former gang legend, Mav 
does that the only way he knows how: dealing for the King Lords. With this 
money he can help his mom, who works two jobs while his dad’s in prison.

Life’s not perfect, but with a fly girlfriend and a cousin who always has his 
back, Mav’s got everything under control.

Until, that is, Maverick finds out he’s a father.

Suddenly he has a baby, Seven, who depends on him for everything. But it’s 
not so easy to sling dope, finish school, and raise a child. So when he’s offered 
the chance to go straight, he takes it. In a world where he’s expected to 
amount to nothing, maybe Mav can prove he’s different.

When King Lord blood runs through your veins, though, you can't just walk 
away. Loyalty, revenge, and responsibility threaten to tear Mav apart, 
especially after the brutal murder of a loved one. He’ll have to figure out for 
himself what it really means to be a man.



One of the Good Ones by Maika and Maritza Moulite 

12

When teen social activist and history buff Kezi Smith is killed under 
mysterious circumstances after attending a social justice rally, her 
devastated sister Happi and their family are left reeling in the 
aftermath. As Kezi becomes another immortalized victim in the fight 
against police brutality, Happi begins to question the idealized way her 
sister is remembered. Perfect. Angelic.

One of the good ones.

Even as the phrase rings wrong in her mind—why are only certain 
people deemed worthy to be missed?—Happi and her sister Genny 
embark on a journey to honor Kezi in their own way, using an 
heirloom copy of The Negro Motorist Green Book as their guide. But 
there's a twist to Kezi's story that no one could've ever expected—one 
that will change everything all over again.



Every Body Looking by Candice Iloh

13

Every Body Looking is a autobiographical novel of a young woman's 

struggle to carve a place for herself--for her black female body--in a 

world of deeply conflicting messages.

Told entirely in verse, Ada's story encompasses her earliest memories 

as a child, including her abuse at the hands of a young cousin, her 

mother's rejection and descent into addiction, and her father's 

attempts to create a home for his American daughter more like the one 

he knew in Nigeria.

Finalist: National Book Awards for Young People’s Literature.



We are not free by Traci Chee

14

We Are Not Free, is the collective account of a tight-knit group of young Nisei, 
second-generation Japanese American citizens, whose lives are irrevocably 
changed by the mass U.S. incarcerations of World War II.

Fourteen teens who have grown up together in Japantown, San Francisco.

Fourteen teens who form a community and a family, as interconnected as they 
are conflicted.

Fourteen teens whose lives are turned upside down when over 100,000 people 
of Japanese ancestry are removed from their homes and forced into desolate 
incarceration camps.

In a world that seems determined to hate them, these young Nisei must rally 
together as racism and injustice threaten to pull them apart.



With the Fire on High - ELizabeth Acevedo

15

With her daughter to care for and her abuela to help support, high school 
senior Emoni Santiago has to make the tough decisions, and do what 
must be done. The one place she can let her responsibilities go is in the 
kitchen, where she adds a little something magical to everything she 
cooks, turning her food into straight-up goodness. Still, she knows she 
doesn’t have enough time for her school’s new culinary arts class, 
doesn’t have the money for the class’s trip to Spain — and shouldn’t 
still be dreaming of someday working in a real kitchen. But even with all 
the rules she has for her life — and all the rules everyone expects her to 
play by — once Emoni starts cooking, her only real choice is to let her 
talent break free.



Felix Ever After by Kacen Callender

16

Felix Love has never been in love—and, yes, he’s painfully aware of the irony. 
He desperately wants to know what it’s like and why it seems so easy for 
everyone but him to find someone. What’s worse is that, even though he is 
proud of his identity, Felix also secretly fears that he’s one marginalization too 
many—Black, queer, and transgender—to ever get his own happily-ever-after.

When an anonymous student begins sending him transphobic messages—after 
publicly posting Felix’s deadname alongside images of him before he 
transitioned—Felix comes up with a plan for revenge. What he didn’t count on: 
his catfish scenario landing him in a quasi–love triangle....

But as he navigates his complicated feelings, Felix begins a journey of 
questioning and self-discovery that helps redefine his most important 
relationship: how he feels about himself.

Felix Ever After is an honest and layered story about identity, falling in love, 
and recognizing the love you deserve.



King and the dragonflies by Kacen Callender

17

Twelve-year-old Kingston James is sure his brother Khalid has turned into a 
dragonfly. When Khalid unexpectedly passed away, he shed what was his first 
skin for another to live down by the bayou in their small Louisiana town. Khalid 
still visits in dreams, and King must keep these secrets to himself as he watches 
grief transform his family.

It would be easier if King could talk with his best friend, Sandy Sanders. But just 
days before he died, Khalid told King to end their friendship, after overhearing a 
secret about Sandy—that he thinks he might be gay. "You don't want anyone to 
think you're gay too, do you?"

But when Sandy goes missing, sparking a town-wide search, and King finds his 
former best friend hiding in a tent in his backyard, he agrees to help Sandy 
escape from his abusive father, and the two begin an adventure as they build 
their own private paradise down by the bayou and among the dragonflies. As 
King's friendship with Sandy is reignited, he's forced to confront questions 
about himself and the reality of his brother's death.

Winner of the National Book Award for Young People’s Literature.



Punching the air by Ibi Zoboi and Yusef Salaam 

18

Amal Shahid has always been an artist and a poet. But even in a diverse art 
school, he’s seen as disruptive and unmotivated by a biased system. Then one 
fateful night, an altercation in a gentrifying neighborhood escalates into 
tragedy. “Boys just being boys” turns out to be true only when those boys are 
white.

Suddenly, at just sixteen years old, Amal’s bright future is upended: he is 
convicted of a crime he didn’t commit and sent to prison. Despair and rage 
almost sink him until he turns to the refuge of his words, his art. This never 
should have been his story. But can he change it?

With spellbinding lyricism, award-winning author Ibi Zoboi and prison reform 
activist Yusef Salaam tell a moving and deeply profound story about how one 
boy is able to maintain his humanity and fight for the truth, in a system 
designed to strip him of both.



You should see me in a Crown by Leah Johnson

19

Liz Lighty has always believed she's too black, too poor, too awkward to shine 
in her small, rich, prom-obsessed midwestern town. But it's okay -- Liz has a 
plan that will get her out of Campbell, Indiana, forever: attend the uber-elite 
Pennington College, play in their world-famous orchestra, and become a 
doctor.

But when the financial aid she was counting on unexpectedly falls through, 
Liz's plans come crashing down . . . until she's reminded of her school's 
scholarship for prom king and queen. There's nothing Liz wants to do less than 
endure a gauntlet of social media trolls, catty competitors, and humiliating 
public events, but despite her devastating fear of the spotlight she's willing to 
do whatever it takes to get to Pennington.

The only thing that makes it halfway bearable is the new girl in school, Mack. 
She's smart, funny, and just as much of an outsider as Liz. But Mack is also in 
the running for queen. Will falling for the competition keep Liz from her 
dreams . . . or make them come true? 



Rent a Boyfriend by Gloria Chao

20

Chloe Wang is nervous to introduce her parents to her boyfriend, because the 
truth is, she hasn’t met him yet either. She hired him from Rent for Your 
’Rents, a company specializing in providing fake boyfriends trained to impress 
even the most traditional Asian parents.

Drew Chan’s passion is art, but after his parents cut him off for dropping out of 
college to pursue his dreams, he became a Rent for Your ’Rents employee to 
keep a roof over his head. Luckily, learning protocols like “Type C parents 
prefer quiet, kind, zero-PDA gestures” comes naturally to him.

When Chloe rents Drew, the mission is simple: convince her parents fake Drew 
is worthy of their approval so they’ll stop pressuring her to accept a proposal 
from Hongbo, the wealthiest (and slimiest) young bachelor in their tight-knit 
Asian American community.

But when Chloe starts to fall for the real Drew—who, unlike his fake persona, is 
definitely not ’rent-worthy—her carefully curated life begins to unravel. Can 
she figure out what she wants before she loses everything?



Furia by Yamile Saied Mendez

21

In Rosario, Argentina, Camila Hassan lives a double life.

At home, she is a careful daughter, living within her mother’s narrow expectations, in 
her rising-soccer-star brother’s shadow, and under the abusive rule of her 
short-tempered father.

On the field, she is La Furia, a powerhouse of skill and talent. When her team qualifies 
for the South American tournament, Camila gets the chance to see just how far those 
talents can take her. In her wildest dreams, she’d get an athletic scholarship to a North 
American university.

But the path ahead isn’t easy. Her parents don’t know about her passion. They wouldn’t 
allow a girl to play fútbol—and she needs their permission to go any farther. And the 
boy she once loved is back in town. Since he left, Diego has become an international star, 
playing in Italy for the renowned team Juventus. Camila doesn’t have time to be 
distracted by her feelings for him. Things aren’t the same as when he left: she has her 
own passions and ambitions now, and La Furia cannot be denied. As her life becomes 
more complicated, Camila is forced to face her secrets and make her way in a world with 
no place for the dreams and ambition of a girl like her.

Winner of the Pura Belpre award


