
 

14 February 2021 • 10:00AM 
Transfiguration 

Last Sunday after Pentecost 

WELCOME! 
Welcome to the Congregational Church of Salisbury, UCC! While we refrain from meeting in 
person during the COVID-19 crisis, we continue to share in worship together, virtually. This 
bulletin will guide you through the process of joining us in worship.  

HOW WE WILL WORSHIP TOGETHER 
Today’s service will be held over Zoom, which is videoconferencing technology available free of 
charge online. Zoom allows us to see one another throughout the service. To prevent 
background noise, you will be put on ‘mute’ for the majority of the service. Even when we can’t 
hear you, you are invited and encouraged to speak your part in the responsive readings, sing 
boldly, and participate fully.  

 

 
  

PREPARE FOR OUR ONLINE WORSHIP 
1. Visit zoom.us/download to find the Zoom app for desktop, laptop, or smartphone 

2. For desktop computer users, make sure your webcam is plugged in 

3. To practice, join a test meeting: visit zoom.us/test and click “join.” 

If you are not able to use a smartphone or computer, you can also call in via any 
regular phone (see below).  

JOIN WORSHIP ONLINE 
Link to join: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/954580657 

Or join Worship by Phone:  

Call (646) 876-9923. When prompted, enter this meeting ID: 954 580 657 

You may also watch the service on our YouTube channel, which has better audio 
quality (though we’ll miss visiting with you in the Zoom meeting!): 

www.youtube.com/channel/UCBLRqeZ9Gxj7828rN9sp7og/ 
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REFLECTING AS WE GATHER  
Every positive change — every jump to a higher level of energy and awareness — 
involves a rite of passage. Each time to ascend to a higher rung on the ladder of 
personal evolution, we must go through a period of discomfort, of initiation. 
I have never found an exception. 

Dan Millman, in “Peaceful Warrior” 

WE GATHER AS THE CHURCH 

PRELUDE 

GREETING  

INTROIT  “Holy Ground” Geron Davis 

CALL TO WORSHIP  
ONE: You are with us, God of sunrises: 

MANY: you awaken us with each bright new day,  
overflowing with promise. 

You are with us, Inviting God: 
calling us to respond to all the chances  
to share the spirit of grace and hope. 

You are with us, Glory of God: 
gathering us into the presence of your peace, 
listening to the deep sighs of our hearts. 

HYMN #65 “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah” CWM RHONDDA 

  CALL TO RECONCILIATION 
We can become so burned out by our hectic days that we lose sight of the One who gives 
us life. We can become so impatient waiting for God to astound us with wonders, when we 
have the simple pleasure of each day. In these quiet moments, away from all those things 
which distract us, let us bring our brokenness to the One who listens to our hearts, and 
heals our souls. Join me, as we pray, saying, 

UNISON PRAYER FOR FORGIVENESS  
The radiance of your grace is poured out in every moment, 
Shaper of mountaintops,  
but often we dull its luster by living in the shadows.  
We watch shows which claim to be ‘real,’  
but we have trouble simply sitting in your transforming presence,  
in your healing silence.  
We can focus so hopefully on your love for us,  
we overlook those who hunger for food, homes, acceptance. 
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Revealer of mystery, forgive us.  
In silence, may we hear your whispers of grace.  
In mercy, may we feel your forgiveness  

lifting the burden of guilt from us.  
In trust, may we recommit to serve your creation,  
filling it with the light of love’s own self,  
the servant of all, Jesus Christ. 

(We pray in silence) 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
The promise is true — God's Light has come into the world, and into our lives. We are 
graced with glimpses of God's glory, even as we are filled with mercy and forgiveness. 

Here we find the peace and quiet we need; here God’s forgiveness sets us 
free from all that keeps us from serving; here God gives mercy and hope; 
here we sing praise to our God. Amen. 

RESPONSE IN SONG # “Holy Ground” Geron Davis  

RESPONSIVE PSALTER:  Psalm 50:1-6 
ONE: The Mighty One,  
God,  
The Ruler of Creation,  
Speaks,  

ALL: And summons the earth,  
From the rising of the sun to its setting. 

Out of the abode of holiness,  
And the perfection of beauty,  

God shines forth. 
Our God comes forth  

And does not keep silence,  
Devouring fire advances before the Most High, 

With a mighty tempest all around. 
The Holy One calls to the heavens above and to the earth,  

That God may judge the people: 
“Gather to Me My faithful ones,  
Who made a covenant with Me, confirmed by sacrifice!” 

The heavens declare God's faithfulness and power;  
God is judge. 

WE PROCLAIM THE GOSPEL IN WORD 

A THOUGHT FOR YOUNG MINDS  

THE LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 
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MODERN TESTIMONY from “Jesus’ Plan for a New World” Richard Rohr 

Jesus’ notion of [God’s realm] is a different understanding of freedom than that 
of most religious and secular leaders today. We think of freedom as not having to 
do what we don’t want to do, but divine freedom is the capacity to be fully who we 
already are, to develop our inherent and true nature, as much as possible—really 
wanting to do what we know we have to do. Only God can create that freedom 
inside of us. Love can only proceed from such inner freedom. A mustard seed, 
yeast, and light—that all develop from within—are some of Jesus’ central 
metaphors for this freedom-loving Reign of God. Paul just calls it “grace.” For 
him grace and freedom are almost the same thing. And I would add to that 
“heaven.” Freedom, grace, and heaven are the same thing.  

[These are closely connected to] the common good, … which demands from you 
and demands for others—while ironically giving you all that you really need. Then 
you become who you most deeply and truly are: a member of a family, a 
neighborhood, a society, and a planet. 

ANCIENT TESTIMONY 2 Kings 2:1-12   

SERMON “Crossing Over” John A. Nelson 

WE RESPOND IN PRAYER AND FAITH  

PASTORAL PRAYER | SILENT PRAYER  

OFFERTORY 
One: God, sometimes you do your work in big signs: mountaintop miracles and a 
thundering voice. It’s all so spectacular and unreal — but maybe you are just reminding us 
how vast is the mystery of your forgiving, renewing, transforming grace. We praise you for 
that grace, which enriches us beyond counting. In gratitude we return a portion of what you 
have given us, through our tithes and offerings. 

ALL: Let us offer our gifts with grateful praise,  
and commit them to God’s purposes. 

RECEIVING OUR OFFERINGS  

MUSICAL OFFERING  

X DOXOLOGY  OLD 100TH 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
praise Christ, all people here below;  
praise Holy Spirit ever more; 
One God of grace, whom we adore! Amen. 
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X UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
We could remember the giants of the past, or serve the little ones of today; 
we could build grand facilities, or restore neighbors; we could stay on 
mountaintops, or go into the valleys of loneliness with our arms full of grace. 
May our lives and gifts we offer be used in your work of shalom, we pray. 
Amen. 

HYMN  “Be Thou My Vision” SLANE 

 

SENDING 
God sends us from this sacred space. 

We will go to share the good news of grace, 
to offer healing to the broken. 

Jesus would not have us stay here forever. 
We will go to find our sisters and brothers 
in the valleys of injustice and the neighborhoods of addiction. 

The Spirit fills us with the gifts we need as we leave. 
We will go to help rebuild the lives of those around us, 
to share feasts of hope and peace with everyone. 

BENEDICTION and SUNG AMEN  

POSTLUDE   
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X X X 
Participants in Today’s Celebration 

Worshipers:  
Members and Friends of the Congregational Church of Salisbury, UCC 

Salisbury UCC Choir; 
Betsy Beck and Jennifer Oberto, cantor 

Dr. Samuel Lord Kalcheim, music director 

Cynthia LaPier, reader 
Theresa Carroll, online host 

The Rev. Dr. John A. Nelson, preacher 

 
Today’s liturgy is adapted and reprinted from Lectionary Liturgies by the Rev. Thom Shuman © 2021 

(lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com). Used with permission. 
Psalm quoted from The Psalms in Worship, Mary Susan Gast, © 2002; used by permission in this service of worship. 


