
 

24 January 2021 • 10:00AM 
Third Sunday after the Epiphany 

WELCOME! 
Welcome to the Congregational Church of Salisbury, UCC! While we refrain from meeting in 
person during the COVID-19 crisis, we continue to share in worship together, virtually. This 
bulletin will guide you through the process of joining us in worship.  

HOW WE WILL WORSHIP TOGETHER 
Today’s service will be held over Zoom, which is videoconferencing technology available free of 
charge online. Zoom allows us to see one another throughout the service. To prevent 
background noise, you will be put on ‘mute’ for the majority of the service. Even when we can’t 
hear you, you are invited and encouraged to speak your part in the responsive readings, sing 
boldly, and participate fully.  

 

 
  

PREPARE FOR OUR ONLINE WORSHIP 
1. Visit zoom.us/download to find the Zoom app for desktop, laptop, or smartphone 

2. For desktop computer users, make sure your webcam is plugged in 

3. To practice, join a test meeting: visit zoom.us/test and click “join.” 

If you are not able to use a smartphone or computer, you can also call in via any 
regular phone (see below).  

JOIN WORSHIP ONLINE 
Link to join: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/954580657 

Or join Worship by Phone:  

Call (646) 876-9923. When prompted, enter this meeting ID: 954 580 657 

You may also watch the service on our YouTube channel, which has better audio 
quality (though we’ll miss visiting with you in the Zoom meeting!): 

www.youtube.com/channel/UCBLRqeZ9Gxj7828rN9sp7og/ 
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REFLECTING AS WE GATHER 
When the church starts to be the church, it will constantly be adventuring out 
into places where there are no tried and tested ways. If the church in our day has 
few prophetic voices to sound above the noises of the street, perhaps in large 
part it is because the pioneering spirit has become foreign to it. It shows little 
willingness to explore new ways. Where it does it has often been called an 
experiment. We would say that the church of Christ is never an experiment, but 
wherever that church is true to its mission it will be experimenting, pioneering, 
blazing new paths, seeking how to speak the reconciling Word of God to its own 
age. 

Elizabeth O'Connor, Call to Commitment 

WE GATHER AS THE CHURCH 

PRELUDE “Allein zu dir, Herr Jesu Christ – 1” J. Pachelbel 

GREETING 

INTROIT #469 “God, Listen to Your Children Praying” 

CALL TO WORSHIP  
ONE: The Word of God came, 

MANY: offering healing and hope for all people. 
the Word of God comes, 

calling us out of our comfort zones, 
to go where grace is needed most. 

The Word of God will come, 
gathering all the outsiders and insiders 
into the community of shalom:  
wholeness, harmony, justice, and joy.  

HYMN  “You Walk Along the Shoreline” SALLY GARDENS 

CALL TO RECONCILIATION  
Now is the appointed time. Pour out your hearts to God, bringing those harmful words you 
spoke, the chances to help that you turned away from, and the foolish choices of your lives. 
Offer them to God who longs to hear us, trusting that the Holy One will forgive us.  

UNISON PRAYER FOR FORGIVENESS  
Our comfortable lives convince us we do not need to follow Jesus, Steadfast 
God. Our work provides for our wants, so we forget our need for your grace. 
We love our independence and forget our need for your community. Our 
wariness of discord and division makes us forget our need to share your 
grace with others.  
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Forgive us for dragging our feet as Jesus' disciples, Compassionate God. May 
we get up from our comfort zones and step out in faith. May we go to 
uncomfortable places to bring hope. May we proclaim with our lips, but 
especially with our lives, that your kin-dom of love is near, brought by Jesus 
Christ, our Teacher and Savior.  

(We pray in silence) 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
Now, after we confess, we hear the good news proclaimed: God hears our words, God 
sees our changed hearts, God pours out steadfast, forgiving love upon us!  

We will trust in God, in whom our salvation rests. Thanks be to God, we are 
forgiven! Amen.  

RESPONSE IN SONG 

RESPONSIVE PSALTER: Psalm 62:5-12 
ONE: Find comfort, O my soul, in God alone, 

ALL: For my hope comes from the Most High. 
God alone is my rock and my deliverance,  
my safe harbor;  

I shall not be distressed. 
My life and my significance depend upon God,  

Who is my mighty rock, my refuge. 
Trust in the Holy One at all times, O people;  
 Pour out your hearts to the Most High;  

God is our refuge.  
Humans are but a breath; 
Those of high estate are a delusion;  

Placed on a scale together, 
They are lighter than a breath. 

Do not trust in violence; 
Place no vain hopes in coercion;  

If force bears fruit, if wealth increases,  
Pay it no mind. 

One thing God has spoken; 
Two things have I heard:  

You, O God, are Strength,  
And Your love is unshakable, O Holy One.  

You reward with peace, 
All who have sought peace. 

WE PROCLAIM THE GOSPEL IN WORD 

A THOUGHT FOR YOUNG MINDS  
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THE LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

MODERN TESTIMONY 
A modern testimony for today is from The Past Never Ends, by Jackson Burnett: 

“A thousand years from now nobody is going to know that you or I ever lived. 
The cynics are right, but lazy. They say, ‘You live, you die and nothing you do will 
ever make a difference.’ But as long as I live, I’m going to be like Beethoven and 
shake my fist at fate and try to do something for those who live here now and 
who knows how far into the future that will go. If I accomplish nothing more 
than making my arm sore, at least I will be satisfied that I have lived.” 

ANCIENT TESTIMONY  Jonah 3:1-5, 10 

SERMON  “Get Up and Go” Pastor John A. Nelson 

WE RESPOND IN PRAYER AND FAITH  

PASTORAL PRAYER | SILENT PRAYER  

OFFERTORY 
ONE: “Just do it,” God told Jonah. “Come and follow,” Jesus tells you and me. Do 
compassion: freely given to each and all. Do hospitality: where Christians keep drawing 
wider their circles of neighbors and friends. Do love: through us Jesus feeds the hungry and 
houses the homeless and sits alongside those who are hurt or lonely. Let God’s generosity 
inspire your generosity, and let all your giving be filled with praise.  

ALL: Let us offer our gifts with grateful praise,  
and commit them to God’s purposes. 

RECEIVING OUR OFFERINGS  

MUSICAL OFFERING “Allein zu dir, Herr Jesu Christ” J.S. Bach 

X DOXOLOGY  OLD 100TH 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
praise Christ, all people here below;  
praise Holy Spirit ever more; 
One God of grace, whom we adore! Amen. 

X UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
May these gifts we offer show we recognize your claim upon us, Holy God. 
Use them so your grace, your love, and your hope may be shared with 
everyone who needs them. Amen.  

HYMN #282 “Come Down, O Love Divine” DOWN AMPNEY  

BENEDICTION and SUNG AMEN  
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POSTLUDE “Allein zu dir, Herr Jesu Christ – 2” J. Pachelbel 

X X X 
Participants in Today’s Celebration 

Members and Friends of the  
Congregational Church of Salisbury, UCC Worshipers 

Jennifer Oberto Cantor 

Salisbury UCC Choir  

Karin Noyes Reader 

Kathy Mera Online worship host 

Dr. Samuel Lord Kalcheim Music Director 

The Rev. Dr. John A. Nelson Preacher 

 
 


