
 

13 September 2020 • 10:00AM 

“Land Sunday” 

Second Week of the Season of Creation 

WELCOME! 

Welcome to the Congregational Church of Salisbury, UCC! While we refrain from meeting in 

person during the COVID-19 crisis, we continue to share in worship together, virtually. This 

bulletin will guide you through the process of joining us in worship.  

HOW WE WILL WORSHIP TOGETHER 

Today’s service will be held over Zoom, which is videoconferencing technology available free of 

charge online. Zoom allows us to see one another throughout the service. To prevent 

background noise, you will be put on ‘mute’ for the majority of the service. Even when we can’t 

hear you, you are invited and encouraged to speak your part in the responsive readings, sing 

boldly, and participate fully.  

 

 

  

PREPARE FOR OUR ONLINE WORSHIP 

1. Visit zoom.us/download to find the Zoom app for desktop, laptop, or smartphone 

2. For desktop computer users, make sure your webcam is plugged in 

3. To practice, join a test meeting: visit zoom.us/test and click “join.” 

If you are not able to use a smartphone or computer, you can also call in via any 

regular phone (see next page).  

JOIN WORSHIP ONLINE 

Link to join: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/954580657 

Or join Worship by Phone:  

Call (646) 876-9923. When prompted, enter this meeting ID: 954 580 657 

Notice of Livestream on YouTube 

Please note that our Zoom Worship Service will be livestreamed simultaneously on 

YouTube, so we can welcome as many people as possible into our worship together. 

If you are uncomfortable with the possibility of your name or face appearing online, 

http://zoom.us/test
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/954580657


Salisbury UCC “Land Sunday,” 13 September 2020 p. 2 

WE GATHER AS THE CHURCH 

PRELUDE “Pastoral – I” J.S. Bach 

GREETING 

INTROIT  “Holy, Holy, Holy” J. Nelson 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP     

ONE: In the name of the Creator, the fountain of life,  

in the name of Christ, the pulse of life, 

and in the name of the Spirit, the breath of life. Amen. 

ALL: Holy! Holy! Holy! 

Earth is filled with God’s presence. 

Christ, we come into your presence to worship in this sanctuary called Earth: 

A planet pulsating with your presence — 

a presence quivering in the forests, 

a presence vibrating in the land, 

a presence pulsating in the wilderness, 

a presence shimmering in the rivers and ocean. 

God, reveal yourself to us in this place, and show us your face in all creation. 

Holy! Holy! Holy! 

The whole earth is filled with your glory! 



Salisbury UCC “Land Sunday,” 13 September 2020 p. 3 

HYMN #14 “For the Beauty of the Earth” DIX 

Verses 1, 2, 5 

RESPONSIVE PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

One: As we remember the Creator’s presence all around, we remember and confess: 

All: We remember the dry land 

that rose from waters in the beginning,  

the plants that emerged from the soil  

to cover the land with vegetation,  

and the rich diversity of animal life. 

We remember the gardens  

and the fields of our childhood,  

the places where we played in the sand,  

when we felt close to the ground,  

to magic flowers, and to baby animals. 

Jesus Christ, once buried in Earth, hear our cry: 

We regret that we have become alienated from Earth,  

and treated this garden planet 

as a beast to be tamed,  

as a domain to be dominated,  

and as a place to be ruled for our gain. 

We remember and confess how we have violated and polluted the lands of our garden 

planet. 

We are sorry.  

We have killed living soils with chemicals, 

we have turned fertile fields into lifeless plains, 

we have cleared rich lands of wildlife. 

We have forgotten that all these are from You,  

and all are precious to you. 

We are sorry. We are sorry.  

We pray in silence 

ABSOLUTION 

Christ hears your confession from the tomb,  

forgives your sins against the land,  

and calls you now to open your ears and your hearts  

to protect rather than to destroy our soils,  

soils that God has filled with life and love. 

Christ, teach us to love Earth as our home  

and to know all living creatures as our kin. 

Help us to return home to Earth. 

I speak for Christ: 

I invite you to come home to Earth,  

and I call you to tend this planet with love,  
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to nurture the land as I have nurtured you,  

and to join me in healing creation. 

Shalom! Shalom! We are coming home! 

As we come home to Earth, 

Christ, have mercy. 

As we seek to love our home, 

Christ, have mercy. 

As we seek to care for our kin, 

Christ, have mercy. 

WE PROCLAIM THE GOSPEL IN WORD 

A THOUGHT FOR YOUNG MINDS  

THE LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

RESPONSIVE PSALTER:  Psalm 139:7-12 

ONE: Where can I escape from Your spirit?  

Where can I flee from Your presence? 

ALL: If I ascend to heaven, You are there;  

If I make my bed in the underworld, You are there. 

If I rise on the wings of the dawn, 

If I alight on the far side of the sea, 

Even there Your hand will be guiding me,  

Your strong hand shall hold me secure. 

Though I say,  

"Surely the night will conceal me and provide me with cover,” 

Night is not shadowed for You. 

Night is bright as day. 

Night is as day in Your sight. 

MODERN TESTIMONY  “Glory in the World's Beauty” 

Helen Keller's response to a friend who said she had noticed nothing exceptional during a walk in the 

woods, as told in The Creative Spirit, by Daniel Goleman, Paul Kaufman, and Michael Ray: 

"I wondered how it was possible," Helen said, "to walk for an hour through the woods and see 

nothing of note. I who cannot see find hundreds of things: the delicate symmetry of a leaf, the 

smooth skin of a silver birch, the rough, shaggy bark of a pine. I who am blind can give one hint 

to those who see: use your eyes as if tomorrow you will have been stricken blind. Hear the 

music of voices, the song of a bird, the mighty strains of an orchestra as if you would be stricken 

deaf tomorrow. Touch each object as if tomorrow your tactile sense would fail. Smell the 

perfume of flowers, taste with relish each morsel, as if tomorrow you could never taste or smell 

again. Make the most of every sense.  

"Glory in all the facets and pleasures and beauty which the world reveals to you."  
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ANCIENT TESTIMONY: Psalm 139 

SERMON “You Can Run, But …” John A. Nelson 

WE RESPOND IN PRAYER AND FAITH  

PASTORAL PRAYER | SILENT PRAYER  

OFFERTORY 

ONE: How shall we be part of God’s healing presence in the world? What will we give of 

ourselves? Will we give what we most often hang onto, in grateful response to God’s giving 

of all life and all love? Will we give as generously as we are able, rejoicing in this moment’s 

opportunity to become a part of God’s healing presence?  

ALL: With our gifts and with all creation, we bless our Creator. 

RECEIVING OUR OFFERINGS  

MUSICAL OFFERING “Pastoral Symphony” from Messiah G.F. Handel 

Nature images from Freestock.com 

 DOXOLOGY  OLD 100TH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  

praise Christ, all people here below;  

praise Holy Spirit ever more; 

One God of grace, whom we adore! Amen. 

 UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION  

Creator God, powerful beyond measure and vulnerable as an infant,  

as close as our next breath, as distant as the farthest star,  

we rejoice in your beautiful, bountiful, miraculous works of creation.  

We pray your blessing on our giving, that in us, through us, and around us 

your world may be fed and healed. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

HYMN #713 “Touch the Earth Lightly” TENDERNESS 

BENEDICTION and SUNG AMEN (Hymnal, #600) 

POSTLUDE For the Beauty of the Earth (Lucerna Laudominae), David Evans 

  with improvisation 
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Participants in Today’s Celebration 

Members and Friends of the  

Congregational Church of Salisbury, UCC 
Worshipers 

Jennifer Oberto Cantor 

Jennifer Good Reader 

Salisbury UCC Choir  

Dr. Samuel Lord Kalcheim Music Director 

The Rev. Dr. John A. Nelson Preacher 

 


