
 

26 July 2020 • 10:00AM • Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 

WELCOME! 

Welcome to the Congregational Church of Salisbury, UCC! While we refrain from meeting in 

person during the COVID-19 crisis, we continue to share in worship together, virtually. This 
bulletin will guide you through the process of joining us in worship.  

HOW WE WILL WORSHIP TOGETHER 

Today’s service will be held over Zoom, which is videoconferencing technology available free of 

charge online. Zoom allows us to see one another throughout the service. To prevent 

background noise, you will be put on ‘mute’ for the majority of the service. Even when we can’t 

hear you, you are invited and encouraged to speak your part in the responsive readings, sing 

boldly, and participate fully.  

 

 

  

PREPARE FOR OUR ONLINE WORSHIP 

1. Visit zoom.us/download to find the Zoom app for desktop, laptop, or smartphone 

2. For desktop computer users, make sure your webcam is plugged in 

3. To practice, join a test meeting: visit zoom.us/test and click “join.” 

If you are not able to use a smartphone or computer, you can also call in via any regular 

phone (see next page).  

JOIN WORSHIP ONLINE 

Link to join: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/954580657 

Or join Worship by Phone:  

Call (646) 876-9923. When prompted, enter this meeting ID: 954 580 657 

Notice of Livestream on YouTube 

Please note that our Zoom Worship Service will be livestreamed simultaneously on 

YouTube, so we can welcome as many people as possible into our worship together. If you 

are uncomfortable with the possibility of your name or face appearing online, you can turn 

off your camera or watch the service on our YouTube channel: 

www.youtube.com/channel/UCBLRqeZ9Gxj7828rN9sp7og/ 

http://zoom.us/test
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/954580657
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBLRqeZ9Gxj7828rN9sp7og/


~ 2 ~ 

WE GATHER AS THE CHURCH 

ANNOUNCEMENTS | JOYS AND CONCERNS | SILENT PRAYER  

PRELUDE  Improvisation on “Aurelia” 

GREETING 

INTROIT #820 “Nothing Can Trouble” 

CALL TO WORSHIP  

ONE: Come and worship!: 

proclaim God’s ways of faithfulness and steadfast compassion. 

MANY: We will tell of God’s love, unfolding in our lives. 

Come and worship!: 

for we are God’s people, rejoicing in Graciousness. 

God is always with us, and there is nothing which can keep us apart. 

Come to the One who tells stories; 

worship our God who keeps promises. 

We rejoice with God who is with us always. 

HYMN #694 “Great God of Every Blessing” AURELIA 

CALL TO RECONCILIATION 

One: It is not our past which keeps us from God, for that is behind us. It is not our present, 

for God is with us on this day. And our future is held tight in God’s hands. It is true – there 

is absolutely nothing which can separate us from God. Whatever sins we have committed, 

God’s forgiveness and love take them away forever. Join me as we pray together, saying, 

UNISON PRAYER FOR FORGIVENESS 

What can we say about our foolish lives, God of Love? Too often, we choose 

to worship power when we could serve others in humility. We toss and turn 

at night, all those things over which we have no control keeping us wide 

awake, when we could turn them over to you. No matter how many times 

we hear the news that death has lost its power over us, we dread that day 

and try everything we can to postpone it. 
 

For believing that our sins are more powerful than your mercy, forgive us, 

Grace of the world. You cast out your net of grace so that all might be 

gathered into your realm of mercy. Your Spirit carries the whispers of our 

hearts to you, and we are embraced with your hope, blessed with your love 

through our Teacher and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

(We pray in silence) 
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ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

One: Who has the right to judge us? Only Christ. Yet Christ died for us, Christ was raised 

for us, Christ reigns over us and among us and through us — Christ even prays for us! 

All: This is the forgiving, renewing love that binds us to God forever. There is 

nothing in this world, or beyond, which will keep us from being God’s 

beloved children. Thanks be to God! Amen. 

RESPONSE IN SONG #820 “Nothing Can Trouble” 

WE PROCLAIM THE GOSPEL IN WORD 

A THOUGHT FOR YOUNG MINDS  

THE LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

RESPONSIVE PSALTER: Psalm 105:1-11, 45b 

ONE: O give thanks to the Creator,  

MANY: Rely on the integrity of God Most High,  

Proclaim the deeds of the Almighty among the peoples. 

Sing to the Holy One,  

Sing acclaim to God;  

Tell of all the wonderful works of the Most High. 

Delight in God’s trustworthiness;  

Let the hearts of those who seek the Blessed One rejoice. 

Look to the Author of Life;  

Turn to God’s strength;  

Seek the presence of the Creator continually. 

Remember the wonderful works that God has done,  

The signs of authority and acts of justice. 

O you who live in covenant with the Most High  

are offspring of God’s servants Abraham and Sarah,  

And children of Jacob, to whom great promises were made. 

It is the Holy One who is the Sovereign, our God;  

Whose justice pervades the earth. 

It is the Holy One who is mindful of the covenant forever,  

Of the promise made for a thousand generations, 

The covenant with Abraham and Sarah, the promise sworn to Isaac, 

Confirmed to Jacob as a decree,  

To the people as an everlasting covenant, 

Saying, "To you I will give an inheritance; 

To you I will give sustenance, security and a future." 

Hallelujah! 

ANCIENT TESTIMONY Matthew 13:31-33, 44-46 
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ANCIENT TESTIMONY: Romans 8:26-39  

SERMON “The Urgency of Now” John A. Nelson 

WE RESPOND IN PRAYER AND FAITH  

PASTORAL PRAYER | SILENT PRAYER  

OFFERTORY 

ONE: The best moment for giving and receiving God’s renewing grace is now. The best 

moment for offering and accepting God’s life-giving mercy is now. The best possible 

moment for praising God with our generosity is right now.  

ALL: Let us gather our gifts with grateful praise,  

and offer them to God’s purposes. 

RECEIVING OUR OFFERINGS  

MUSICAL OFFERING “60 Devotional Pieces, no. 5” Dom Paul Benoit 

 DOXOLOGY  OLD 100TH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  

praise Christ, all people here below;  

praise Holy Spirit ever more; 

One God of grace, whom we adore! Amen. 

 UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION  

We offer our gifts to you, Steadfast Love, not because you need them, but so 

others might be as blessed as we are by your presence, your power, and your 

peace. Amen! 

HYMN #821 “My Life Flows on in Endless Song” HOW CAN I KEEP FROM SINGING 
verses 1, 3, & 2 

BENEDICTION and SUNG AMEN (Hymnal, #600) 

POSTLUDE  “Prelude in D minor” J.S. Bach 

   

TODAY’S WORSHIP LEADERS 

Jennifer Oberto, Reader 

Betsy Beck, Jennifer Oberto, Soloists 

Samuel Lord Kalcheim, Music Director 

The Rev. Dr. John A. Nelson, Pastor 


