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Hebrew Scriptures: A Reading from 1 Samuel chapter 8

All the elders of Israel gathered together and came to
Samuel at Ramah, and said to him, “You are old and your
sons do not follow in your ways; appoint for us, then, a
king to govern us, like other nations.” But the thing
displeased Samuel when they said, “Give us a king to
govern us.” Samuel prayed to the LORD, and the LORD
said to Samuel, “Listen to the voice of the people in all
that they say to you; for they have not rejected you, but
they have rejected me from being king over them. Just as
they have done to me, from the day I brought them up
out of Egypt to this day, forsaking me and serving other
gods, so also they are doing to you. Now then, listen to
their voice; only—you shall solemnly warn them, and show
them the ways of the king who shall reign over them.”
So Samuel reported all the words of the LORD to the
people who were asking him for a king. He said, “These
will be the ways of the king who will reign over you: he will
take your sons and appoint them to his chariots and to be
his horsemen, and to run before his chariots; and he will
appoint for himself commanders of thousands and
commanders of fifties, and some to plough his ground
and to reap his harvest, and to make his implements of
war and the equipment of his chariots. He will take your
daughters to be perfumers and cooks and bakers. He will
take the best of your fields and vineyards and olive
orchards and give them to his courtiers.
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He will take one-tenth of your grain and of your vineyards
and give it to his officers and his courtiers. He will take your
male and female slaves, and the best of your cattle and
donkeys, and put them to his work. He will take one-tenth
of your flocks, and you shall be his slaves. And in that day
you will cry out because of your king, whom you have
chosen for yourselves; but the LORD will not answer you in
that day.”
But the people refused to listen to the voice of Samuel;
they said, “No! but we are determined to have a king
over us, so that we also may be like other nations, and
that our king may govern us and go out before us and
fight our battles.” When Samuel had heard all the words
of the people, he repeated them in the ears of the LORD.
The LORD said to Samuel, “Listen to their voice and set a
king over them.” Samuel then said to the people of Israel,
“Each of you return home.”

Pause
For wisdom in ancient stories
We give thanks.
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New Testament: Listen for words of faith in the Book of
Revelations 1:4-8
John to the seven churches that are in Asia:
Grace to you and peace from the One who is and who was
and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are
before the throne, and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness,
the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the
earth. To the one who loves us and freed us from our sins by
his blood, and made us to be a kingdom, priests serving their
Abba God, to them be glory and dominion forever and ever.
Amen.
Look! He is coming with the clouds;
every eye will see him, even those who pierced him;
and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail. So it is
to be. Amen.
“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is
and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.
Pause
For proclamations of divine glory
We give thanks.
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A Contemporary Reading: from The Kingdom, by R. S. Thomas

It’s a long way off but inside it
There are quite different things going on:
Festivals at which the poor man
Is king and the consumptive is
Healed; mirrors in which the blind look
At themselves and love looks at them
Back; and industry is for mending
The bent bones and the minds fractured
By life. It’s a long way off, but to get
There takes no time and admission
Is free, if you purge yourself
Of desire, and present yourself with
Your need only and the simple offering
Of your faith, green as a leaf.

For wisdom in contemporary writing
We give thanks

