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Induction of Rev Dr Josephine Inkpin  
to Ministry with Pitt Street Uniting Church by the Presbytery of Sydney 

Pitt Street Uniting Church, 14 March, 2021 

A Reflection by Dr Miriam Pepper  

Luke 4:16-30; Contemporary Readings:  
Always Coming Home and The Dispossessed by Ursula Le Guin,  

This reflection can be viewed on You Tube at https://pittstreetuniting.org.au/spirit/reflections/ 
 

 

I feel deeply honoured to have been invited by Jo and Pitt Street to preach today on this 
joyful occasion, in this company and in these extraordinary times.   

Thank you Uncle Allen for your welcome.  It is humbling to be welcomed so warmly to 
Gadigal land, unceded land, taken without consent, treaty or compensation.  I pay my respects 
to Elders past and present and recognise the work of young Aboriginal leaders in the 
community.  I also acknowledge other Aboriginal people who are here today.   

I bring a greeting from South Sydney Uniting Church, a neighbouring church, where I 
am an elder and treasurer. (There are quite a few of us present!) 

 

Our text from Luke is the annunciation of the ministry of Jesus.  After a year of physical 
distancing and isolation and when the performing arts have been especially hard hit, I am 
struck anew by the sheer physicality and high drama of this spine-tingling text.   

The reading begins fairly innocuously.  As is customary, Jesus attends the synagogue, is 
handed a scroll, unrolls it, seeks out a passage – Isaiah 61 – and reads it (albeit with some 
omissions): 

“The Spirit of our God is upon me, 
because the Most High has anointed me 
to bring good news to the poor. 
God has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 
and recovery of sight to the blind, 
to let the oppressed go free, 
to proclaim the year of our God’s favour.”   

The text Jesus chooses is the prophet Isaiah’s proclamation of restoration and 
recreation to the Jews who were returning from exile in Babylon.  It is a vision of liberation for 
the poor, the blind, the imprisoned and oppressed.  In this release Isaiah invokes the Jewish 
provisions of the Sabbath and the Jubilee.   
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In the seventh, sabbatical year, debts were to be cancelled, debt slaves to be released, 
and the land was to lie fallow.  In the 50th Jubilee year, the year of God’s favour, lands alienated 
from clans were to be returned to their original owners.  Notably absent from the quotation by 
Luke’s Jesus is God’s judgment.  Jesus stops short of the proclamation of “the day of vengeance 
of our God” from Isaiah 61:2. 

Then, with the eyes of all upon them, Jesus audaciously claims this vision for their own 
ministry: “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 

The gathered community – who are living under Roman occupation – are amazed and 
gratified at these words of promise.   

How quickly it turns ugly.  Just a few verses later, the community drags Jesus out of 
town in a murderous rage, with the intention of throwing them off a cliff.   

The turning point comes when the community claims Jesus as their own – the home-
grown hero, Joseph’s son.  Jesus refuses to be contained, naming their own previous deeds of 
healing in other towns and healings by the prophets outside of Israel.  The gospel of liberation 
– for people and land – knows no bounds.  In this provocative response, Jesus brings to the 
surface an exclusivism and parochialism in their hometown, with explosive effect.  And yet 
Jesus simply passes between the crowd and walks away.     

The gospel of liberation – for all creation – knows no bounds.   

 

This exhilarating, disruptive, remarkable text is your story, Pitt Street.  I know that in 
your advocacy as and with sex and gender diverse people, migrants, refugees and asylum 
seekers, and in your work for climate justice and the flourishing of creation, you have 
attracted the ire and threat of those who would seek to exclude and contain.  And I’m only 
aware of a fraction of your ministry and experience.   

The eyes of all are on you, Pitt Street.  The eyes of all are on us today as a wonderful 
Anglican priest, Josephine, is inducted in a Uniting Church in the middle of a city with a 
challenging ecumenical context.  Today is only possible after many years of advocacy and 
insistence on the dignity of human beings in all their diversity and peculiarity.   

And yet – as a community called to and provoked by the encompassing vision of the 
gospel for all creation – what would enrage us?  Where are our blind spots?  Where is there 
exclusion in our midst or on our margins?  Are we at times blind to liberation at work in 
places or spaces that we dismiss?  And how are those of us who live on stolen lands taking 
heed of the Jubilee?     

 

I love the two readings from Ursula Le Guin, which Penny brought to us so beautifully.  
Like Luke’s Jesus, the second text, from The Dispossessed, is a refusal to be confined.  The first 
one, Always Coming Home, is gentler than the Lucan reading but not without parallels.  The 
very old things coming into one’s hands are like the scroll of Isaiah and the deeds of the 
prophets.  The coming home reminds me of Jesus returning to the Nazarene synagogue.  In 
this Always Coming Home blessing, we see the dance between the new and the old.  A double 
movement of departure and return – encounter with the unknown and a return to the source.  
Always changing, always becoming.   
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And especially, the interplay and intimacy between the beloved of the text and the 
earth, connected by breath, touch and all the senses.  The marks of the journey through the 
land become etched on the body of the beloved.  Sacred people, sacred earth – as the slogan 
from Thursday’s global multi-faith day for climate justice put it.  In hundreds of actions across 
the world, communities of faith, including Pitt Street, bringing ancient wisdom to 
contemporary politics.   

I see this movement of growth and change, too, in Jo’s person and ministry.  An 
ecumenical Anglican, deeply rooted in her tradition, who has collaborated within and beyond 
the breadth of the churches.  Working for social and ecological justice, walking mindfully as a 
migrant to an occupied land. Encouraging the gifts of others, in ways that spark new initiatives 
while bringing out the best of the old.  Jo and Penny, flourishing, unbuilding the walls that have 
contained them.     

It is hard to overstate the novelty of this time for us.  The pandemic is bringing 
longstanding vulnerabilities and injustices into renewed focus while also prompting 
reconnection with our local lands and communities.  

La Nina is masking the escalation of a warming climate, even as a transition to 
renewable energy, however long it is resisted, sooner or later becomes inevitable.  

And a combination of the need to ensure safety and the progress of technology is 
rewriting the shape and landscape of our churches.   

God knows we are tired as we struggle to keep up.  God knows we are in need of 
inspiration and Sabbath wisdom.  God knows we need to dig deep into what grounds us.  

And so, at the start of this new ministry for Pitt Street and for Jo, and as your encounter 
deepens, may the liberating Spirit of God who knows no bounds indeed be upon you.  

May you bring strange, new things.  May old things come into your hands.  

And may you be always coming home.   

May it indeed be so for us all.   
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