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Being thrown off guard  

Pitt Street Uniting Church, 10 May, 2020 

A Contemporary Reflection by Rev Gareth Thomas-Burchell 

Easter 5 A – Climate Change Sunday 

Job 12:7-10; John 3:9-16 

This reflection can be viewed on You Tube at https://pittstreetuniting.org.au/spirit/reflections/ 

 

 

Today, we ready and prepare ourselves for the Build a Better Future Climate 

Action Day that will be broadcast on the 15th May – on Friday. We worship today 

with Climate Action in mind, and the call to build a better future. This message has 

been a call by the young of the world to take action before it is too late. For this 

service and this reflection, two younger voices will be the thrust of today’s reflection 

that you will hear in a short while. 

Firstly, allow me to offer a little background to the passages of scripture that 

will be our focus. 

The two stories as told in the Book of Job and Gospel of John reek of “being 

thrown off guard”. Job had been thrown off guard by the horrible turn of events that 

had gripped him through no fault of his own; and Nicodemus was thrown off his 

guard after his well-prepared imagined discourse with Jesus, by Jesus’ surprising 

statement in their conversation. 

During this extra-ordinary time, while we live in isolation because of the major 

wake-up of COVID-19, we too have been thrown off guard by a virus that has wiped 

away the normal from our lives. It can only be debated whether the normal that we 

knew was good or bad, but humanity has been forced to rethink what is of value in its 

collective life. At least, that is for the rich west that has pursued power, wealth and 

influence for many years. Its world has been thrown up-side-down.  

As for the economic poor in the world, the effect of COVID-19 has been even 

more drastic and tragic. Many live in famine, poverty, hunger and without enough 

water. The true indication of how much humanity has suffered will not be known for 

a long time after COVID 19 has left us. The western media offers statistics that are 

close to home, to the point that most are unaware of what is happening elsewhere. 

Ironically, mother earth is coping very well, with air and water returning to 

better health, and even after a couple of months, the residents in northern India are 

able to see the Himalayas from their village for the first time in a long time. 

https://pittstreetuniting.org.au/spirit/reflections/
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Humanity has been dealt a terrible blow, but it has also been a time of healing 

for mother earth. Despite both tragedy and healing, politicians the world over are 

champing at the bit and designing for a return to the so-called “past normal”, so the 

people can go back to work for the economy to begin turning its wheels once more.  

And we hold our breath once more, and hope that the earth does not choke with 

humanity’s want for a healthy economy to boom, and hopefully, not at the expense of 

planet earth’s environmental health. There is collective wonder and imagination for 

what post COVID-19 will look like. There is hope that lessons have been learned. 

There is hope that humanity will change to a more equitable and considerate and 

respectful time, when the rest of creation can be heard and cherished.  

Being thrown off guard can be both unpleasant and liberating. For Job, his life 

was turned up-side-down and he found necessity to examine his relationship with 

God. His friends tried to help. The partial context of the passage today is one of 

friends laying claim that the actions of God are a mystery and beyond the 

comprehension of people. In the few verses that have been chosen for today, Job tells 

his friends that there is evidence in the creatures of the earth that tells us that God’s 

hand is in the life of every living thing. The call is to look and listen to the whole of 

creation. 

 

The Synod and UnitingEarth have offered videos to assist the congregations of 

NSW/ACT with the theme for today. If all of them had been used together with Pitt 

Street UC contributions, our service would have taken far too long. But some videos 

have been selected that fit very well to the PSUC style. The two commentaries on Job 

from Latu and Ian are about firstly, listening, and secondly, about using our 

imaginations and wonder what creation is speaking. 

 

LATU 

Job reminds us that God created all of creation. God created all humans, the plants, our 
oceans that we love to swim in, the animals and all living things. But we have a responsibility 
to look after God's creation.  

Just stop and think about verse 10. In his hand is the life of every living thing and the 
breath of every human being. How comforting is that? Job is inviting us to open our eyes to 
new ways and how God is leading us forward. And how we as a church can respond to climate 
change together.  

Like we can talk about sharing God's love and being God's people. But I believe we also 
need to put into action God's love - and the way we live life - by protecting our earth.  

Think about what you can do in building a better future.  
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Now I know COVID 19 has made life even more difficult, not just for our nation, but for 
the whole world. We need to stand together, look out for each other, and build a better future. 
A future that moves us away from coal and towards clean energy and safer jobs for 
communities.  

And we can do this together.  

 

IAN 

Asking the animals! 

Asking the earth! 

Asking God's creation! 

Imagine that!  

What would they say? Or the earth say? What if all that had to happen was for us to 
listen. Over here a cry for help - or songs of praise to the Creator. Creation is beautiful. Our 
planet is teeming with the amazing gift of life. From blue whales in the depths of the ocean to 
our land loving alpaca friends; and our black cockatoos soaring high above us. 

However, lost in our own bubbles, our phones and computers and our massive cities, 
we lose our connection to nature. In some cases this is unavoidable. But this planet is our 
responsibility. I believe this passage is saying that largely, we as a society have lost touch with 
nature. But - but there are those who know and understand that Job refers to the fish and the 
birds and the earth.  

But we also have climate scientists and biologists and nature experts who all 
understand this big blue rock much more than we do. We have our indigenous brothers and 
sisters who lived on this land for thousands of years - and have place and Country tied to the 
very core of their culture.  

It is our responsibility to ask questions of those who know and use these answers to 
inform our decisions. We can learn from nature. We are learning from nature - and anyone can 
find a connection with nature. Our house plants backyard gardens and pets are already 
speaking. But are you ready to listen?  

I think, if I ask the birds, they would say: help!  

If I ask the fish, they would say: help!  

If I ask the earth, it too would say: help!  

Our air is polluted and our oceans are warming.  

The earth needs us to listen. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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GARETH 

Latu and Ian are but two of many teenagers in the Uniting Church - and in the 

Australian community, and indeed, the world, who speak out the prophetic message 

of hope. The clean-ness of their message, washes away old and worn out words that 

supports the so-called “old normal”. Their message is simply a true commentary that 

has been staring humanity in the face since the story of Job was first written. The 

message is to listen to creation and to imagine what it is saying. The question is, does 

that throw us off-guard as well? 

The message is a call to slow down and to be considerate and kind and caring 

to others. Those words are familiar! That slogan has been oft repeated on billboards 

and advertisements. COVID-19 has thrown the world off guard, and after the 

dizziness of the unfamiliar has worn off, we refocus with clearer vision, and greater 

depth of hearing, and notice that we are not solitary self-seekers, but rather, a part of 

what is caring and kind - and beg for that in a world which we all ache for. Our guard 

is dropped and we are awoken to what matters most.  

The Gospel story features that conversation between Nicodemus and Jesus in 

the shadows of the evening, and typifies the undoing of a well thought out 

presentation by a highly respected and educated rabbi, Nicodemus - and an up-start 

rabbi from Nazareth, Jesus. The respected and educated Nicodemus was thrown off 

guard. Nicodemus, when asking “how can these things be?” had just heard Jesus 

saying of the need “to be born from above”. 

It is risky to pluck out just a few words from this story that is meant to be 

heard as a whole, but the conversation focussed on the necessity to be born from 

above. Another commentator has written: The unsettling is what Jesus asks of 

Nicodemus in the story, because Jesus asks Nicodemus to let go of what he knows, in 

order to be reborn through what Jesus has to offer. 

The key is - from where is Jesus telling? It is to be born from above, to be born 

of God, to note what God is offering. What God is offering is not only accumulated 

human wisdom, but the wisdom of the whole of creation. That is the call from 

todays’ readings, that the whole of creation has something to offer, and we are called 

to listen and wonder what it is saying.  

Indeed, when we slow down and listen, our attention moves from ourselves to 

the many others and to the plants, the birds and the animals, and to God the Creator 

of everything. These past few months, through being thrown off our guard, a start has 

been made by humanity to look and listen outside of our small world, and to see and 

hear the far bigger world out there. God has called us to care for ourselves, each other 

and everything. 

And maybe, being thrown off guard, means that a new start is a whole new 

start and not a return to the past. 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tAlLe9Lj0Go&t=1409s 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tAlLe9Lj0Go&t=1409s

