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In the eye of the storm 
Pitt Street Uniting Church, 15 September, 2019 

A Contemporary Reflection by Rev Dr Margaret Mayman 

Creation 3C – Storm Sunday 

Job 28: 20-27; Luke 8:22-25; Contemporary Reading: In the storm by Mary 

Oliver 

This reflection can be viewed on You Tube at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3OPDcDEky88 

 

 

 

In the Season of Creation, today is Storm Sunday. Humans are the only creatures on 
earth who have become weather makers - to our own detriment - and that of other living 
things around us. Over the last few decades the storms that we have created have become 
more and more frequent, intense, and destructive. The consensus among scientists is that 
things are likely to get much, much wilder. 

And it is ironic that it is countries like the US and Australia, home of the well-resourced 
climate change deniers, are the countries that are beginning to experience catastrophic 
changes in weather patterns and an increase in extreme weather events. 

In this last week the terrible bush fires in NSW and Queensland grabbed our attention 
– wild ferocious fires were exacerbated by powerful winds. The previous week many watched, 
first with awe, and then with horror, as a massive storm—Hurricane Dorian—bore down on 
the Bahamas and then headed towards the south-east United States. 

The lead article in The Guardian yesterday analysed the devastating drought, now in its 
second year, that is crippling regional NSW. 

This coming Friday young people around the world, and adults who care about their 
future, and the future of the planet, will be joining the School Strike for Climate. Christian 
Students Uniting – students connected with UCA tertiary chaplaincy have organised a church 
service here at Pitt Street on Friday morning (there’s information about that at the back of 
your liturgy sheet). I’m going to be involved in leading that and a number of Pitt Street people 
have volunteered to be hosts and supporters. 

Our attention, at this time of the life of the human community, is fixed on the fragility of 
the planet, at the mercy of a climate that has become a storming monster fed by our 
consumption and by the refusal of governments to legislate for ecological justice.  

When storms hit, some Christians seem to delight in seeing storms as God’s judgment 
against particular forms of sin, even though storms are clearly indiscriminate in their 
destruction.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3OPDcDEky88
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This popular interpretation of our times falls far short of the complexity or depth of 
reflection about the engagement of Divine Presence with the world through storms that we 
find in the biblical readings for this Sunday. 

While each of those readings takes a distinctive perspective and raises challenging 
questions, together they affirm - and perhaps even celebrate - the sacred in all of creation, 
including in storms.  

Each finds in the storms, not only the threat of destruction, but the source of 
redemption and wisdom. 

 

The book of Job is part of the wisdom tradition of the Hebrew Bible. Job is poetic 
literature which explores the situation of the character of Job, an innocent sufferer; and the 
book reflects on the source and significance of suffering in the human and natural world. 

The passage we heard this morning is part of a poetic interlude in the narrative of Job’s 
suffering and in his conversations with his three very unpastoral friends. It focuses on a 
recurrent question raised by Job’s ordeal: “where is wisdom to be found?” Wisdom, it tells us, is 
hidden from all creatures. Not even a “bird’s eye view” or the wisdom of hindsight will help us 
find it; even those in the realm of the dead hear only rumours. Apparently, wisdom is not 
found in any one place. Nor is it a static object that can be possessed or held.  

Two weeks ago Warren described Yahweh (the name for God) as, like Job, a literary 
creation, to explore issues of meaning and purpose. This poetic section of Job portrays, not an 
omnipotent or all-knowing God, but a divine figure who like humanity, needs to go looking for 
wisdom. (28:23-24). 

Yahweh discovers wisdom amidst dynamic processes, balances, and tensions of 
creation itself. The poet depicts Yahweh ordering and limiting the stormy forces of nature, 
“weighing” the wind, “measuring” the waters, making rules for the rain, and plotting the 
pathway for the lightning to follow. Yahweh both makes room for and limits those forces, just 
as Yahweh also does for humans and for all the other creatures. In these dynamic, evolving 
relationships wisdom is discovered, named, established, and studied. (28:27) 

As we weigh and measure the forces of nature and discern the balances and tensions 
with which they hold together, do we also discern and limit our own weight and force? Have 
we found wisdom in the ways of creation? Do we live with this wisdom in caring for creation 
or do we fight against it in using creation for our own short-term ends. 

 

In the gospel reading, Luke 8 returns us to a common theme in the season of creation, 
that of our response to nature as awe and wonder. In Luke it is not the storm itself that 
generates worship, but Jesus’ power to save from destructive, demonic forces -- here the 
waters stirred up by a sudden, violent “whirlwind”.  

We shouldn’t let the facts get in the way of a good story here. Like Job, this passage 
from Luke is not history. It’s about understanding and meaning. The story draws upon deeper, 
older images in the biblical tradition. At creation, God brings order from primordial waters by 
separating light from darkness, sky from earth, dry land from oceans and waters. Later God 
saves Noah and the other creatures from the flood.  
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Then God provides a passageway through waters as the people flee their Egyptian slave 
lords. When Jesus wakes up and calms the storm for his disciples, it seems a much smaller 
miracle than those ones, but it carries with it all those earlier stories and memories. Jesus’ 
word frees from bondage, carries us through the flood, and inaugurates a new creation. 

Echoing Job 28, Jesus is leading his disciples through the stormy sea on a journey 
toward what the Apostle Paul would later call the wisdom of the cross, which other earlier 
followers of Jesus had called “The Way.”  

In loving deeply and in moving toward justice and peace, that is how we learn the ways 
of wisdom, the ways that will lead us, not to a life without storms, but at least to life where we 
know ourselves to be accompanied through storms. Jesus falls asleep, leaving the disciples to 
their own resources. The sea and the storm test their faith and resilience, but they lack 
wisdom and trust in Divine Presence and Power with them. Neither they nor we can discover 
this kind of wisdom until we follow the way of Jesus and trust that this is the way for us, and in 
faith declare that we are not alone. 

 

The season of creation focus on storm has multiple levels of meaning for me. The first 
is to take seriously the clear, unmistakable signs of climate crisis, climate emergency. To 
advocate for policies that radically reduce carbon emissions. And to reflect on the aspects of 
my own lifestyle that contribute to climate crisis. To think about what we eat, especially how 
much meat we eat; how we shop and how we dispose of the things that we no longer need. 

The second is to simply respond with awe to the wonder and power of the natural 
world made evident in storms. In storms we see both beauty and destructiveness. They 
remind us that though we do contribute to the weather through our care of creation, or our 
lack of care, we will always be at its mercy. 

Thirdly, I am conscious of the privileged position from which I watch storms. From a 
house that is safe and secure, warm and dry. From a reliable vehicle that can navigate safely on 
a dark and rainy night. 

In the aftermath of storms, we are invited to respond with compassion and generosity 
towards people whose existence is far more precarious than our own, whose housing is often 
no match for the power of storms. 

And finally, storms have metaphorical significance for us as we reflect on the meaning 
of our lives. We speak of passing through storms in life. The times in life when there is 
turbulence, change; unexpected illness, grief and loss. Times when our resilience is 
diminished, and we know ourselves or experience ourselves as powerless. The metaphor of 
storm can give us hope that it will not always be this way. That the light will return from the 
dark windswept skies and that we will glimpse rainbows through the rain. 

Mary Oliver’s poem, “In the storm”, illustrates that in nature there is also care. The black 
ducks sheltered the tiny sanderlings like a hedge, not just once, but once and again until the 
storm has passed. This miracle of kindness, of compassion and solidarity, is as much part of 
nature as the storm is. 

We are made for one another – and for the creation of which we are a part. Kindness is 
the miracle in which we are invited to believe this morning. 
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Love the earth. Marvel at its power and at your own power, to be kind. 

No matter what storms come, we are not alone, and we have the power to choose 
another Way –  

a Way of advocacy for ecological justice, 

choosing to live differently for the well-being of the planet. 

A way of compassion for vulnerable people and creatures affected by climate crisis. 

A way of intentional living and searching for wisdom open to Divine Presence; 

a Way of kindness –  

kindness to other people and creatures, but also kindness to ourselves. 

This is the call to us —  

   from the eye of the storm. 

 


