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Did you know…  

 

Florida Scrub Jay count : 27 - 7 
Families 

Covid Update 

Eagles Back 

programing and events 

Virtual Scrub Jay Race 

• • • • • • •   NEWS   •   PROGRAMS    •   EVENTS    •    ANNOUNCEMENTS       • • • • • • •  

WINTER  

2020-2021 

There are over 13 plant and 26 listed animal species found at Oscar 
Scherer State Park? In 1973 Congress passed the Endangered Species 
Act.  This act protects and helps recover imperiled species and the habi-
tat they need to survive. There are 2 listing categories: Endangered, 
meaning a plant or animal is in danger of extinction and Threatened, 
meaning a plant or animal is likely to become endangered in the future. 
Florida also has a list of imperiled species that breaks down the catego-
ries even further.  In place of boring you with all this information I 
thought we would share some photos of the species found here at the 
park, Enjoy! 

 

 

Giant Air Plant Red margin zephyr lily Erect prickly pear 

Many flowered grass pink Pine lily Tampa vervain 
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Manager’s  
Message 
 
 

 

 

 

Tony Clements - Park Manager 
Winter is coming, the Eagles are nesting in the park 
and the Florida Scrub-Jays are doing well. What a 
2020. We are all hoping for a better 2021. Although 
we are still not renting any kayaks and pavilions, we 
are working hard to provide a safe place for folks to 
recreate. It’s great to see campers and visitors en-
joying what the park has to offer.  

Our winter volunteers are back, and we are making 
good progress on several projects throughout the 
park. We are looking to break ground on phase 1 of 
the accessible boardwalk/fishing pier in early 2021. 
This project has been over 15 years in the making.  

Just this week we planted 500 long leaf pines and 
500 wire grass plugs in a recently burned portion of 
the park. These species were once prolific in Florida 
but fire suppression has reduced their numbers 
throughout the state. At the park 99% of our pines 
trees are Southern Slash pine so it will be good to  
give the long leaf a jump start back into the park. 
We will be planting 500 more long leaf in mid-
January.  

Winter is a great time to get out and enjoy the 
park. We’ve been seeing much wildlife enjoying the 
park as well.  Just this week I saw multiple deer, 
lots of bald eagles, an otter, several bobcats includ-
ing some bobcat kittens and lots of migratory birds. 
I encourage all of you to come out an take a walk in 
the park it truly is the best therapy. 

Park events have been canceled for the past sev-
eral months and expecting to be through the 
beginning of the New Year. When the park be-
gins programs and events again, we will look for-
ward to your assistance. Without volunteers 
many of these events cannot take place. Check 
back soon for updates. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VOLUNTEER 
Are you interested in helping out with the operations of a state park?  
We have many volunteer opportunities, day positions and residential 
positions. 

Some examples of the volunteer opportunities are:  Nature Center host, 
Ranger Station assistant, field worker, trail maintenance, butterfly gar-
dening, park maintenance, campground hosts, specialty skills worker, 
and many others.  Something for everyone; all skill levels and abilities 
are welcomed and encouraged. 

We have a group of volunteers that work strictly on Mondays and/or 
Wednesdays from 8 am to noon on various different tasks.  They split 
wood, work on trails, carpentry, mowing and trimming, and whatever 
else that needs to be done for the day.  Great way to meet new friends! 

Did you know that if you are a campground host that you can get a 
campsite for up to 4 months for no charge?  We are currently looking 
for residential volunteers that would like to try out campground 
hosting for the months of May through September 2021. 

Since park events have been canceled for the past several 
months and expecting to be through the end of the year we 
have not been requesting volunteers to assist. When the park 
begins programs and events again we will look forward to your 
assistance. Without volunteers many of these events cannot 
take place. Check back soon for updates. 
So…  Get involved and meet new friends! 

If interested in volunteering, please complete a volunteer application 
and submit to the park.  You can obtain an application at https://
www.floridastateparks.org/get-involved/volunteer.  
 
If you would like more information on volunteer opportunities, please 
feel free to contact Diana Stinson, Park Service Specialist at (941) 882-
7219 or e-mail at Diana.Stinson@floridadep.gov .  
 
“Volunteers are not paid – not because they are worthless, but be-
cause they are PRICELESS.” 
 
Thank you to all the wonderful volunteers for all you do at Oscar 
Scherer State Park! 

Tony Clements 
Park Manager 

https://www.floridastateparks.org/get-involved/volunteer
https://www.floridastateparks.org/get-involved/volunteer
mailto:Diana.Stinson@floridadep.gov
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PROGRAM AND EVENT CALENDAR 
 
First Day Hike & Scavenger Hunt on Jan. 1, 2021 will be a self-guided event. Participants are encouraged to get outdoors and 
hike Start the New Year off on a trail. Hints will be provided the day of the event from the Friends face book page or at the park’s 
ranger station. Find all 6 clues, take a picture and submit them to The Friends face book page for approval by admin. Choose 
from the easier accessible trail or the longer more challenging trail for your scavenger hunt or do them both. 

 

Scrub Jay 5/10K Race has gone virtual. Registration is open and you can do this event anywhere. The park will have a course set 
up if you want to run on the trails. Show your bib tear off tab for free park entry for your run. Since this is a virtual event you can 
do your 5K or 10K anytime between Jan. 2 & 10, 2021. This is the largest fundraiser for the park’s resource management, critical 
for sustaining the Florida Scrub jay habitat. The Lee Wetherington Foundation supports the race with a generous donation which 
gives youth a chance to participate at a low cost. This donation is used to help support restoration efforts in the parks Scrubby 
Flatwoods. 
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Hello Members,   

The Board of Directors for the Friends of Oscar Scherer Park are proud to announce the 
awarding of a $75,000.00 grant from the Selby Foundation to assist the Board with the Board-
walk project.  This grant was submitted by the Florida State Parks Foundation.    

 
The Friends have been working on this project for over ten years accumulating more than 
$200,000 in the fund.  This award will allow the Friends to request bids for construction on 
the first arm of the boardwalk.  The arm will be constructed using ADA guidelines and will 
have areas of lowered railing so that wheelchair-bound visitors can have an unobstructed 
view the scenery and cast a line for fishing.   

 
There is still much to do on the Boardwalk project, so the Friends will continue to hold fund 
raisers to complete the entire project. 

 
 
Ron Newton 
President 
Friends of Oscar Scherer Park 
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Park Manager – Tony Clements   Assistant Park Manager – Dan Nelson 

Administrative Assistant – Amber Shaw  Park Service Specialist – Diana Stinson 

Park Service Specialist – Rob Collins   Park Ranger – Alyssa Rothstein 

Park Ranger – Deanna Lamont   Park Ranger - position frozen 

Park Ranger – Michael Hubbard   Park Ranger – Alexa Kurowski 

OPS Park Ranger – Sawyer Pascoe   OPS Park Ranger – Jessica Miller  

OPS Park Ranger – Mfume Kalu   OPS Park Ranger – Evelyn MacQueen   

                                                         Super Star – Francis Folkers     

Laura Turner is a seasonal volunteer and has been with Oscar Scherer for the past 2 years. She started as 
a campground host in April 2019. Laura was trained as a toll collector at the ranger station during the fall 
of 2019. Laura can run the front gate, answering phone calls, checking in campers, taking day use park 
admissions all with a smile and a pleasant positive attitude. She shows great customer service skills in all 
situations. She doesn’t only juggle her service to the public, she also contends with staff and coordinates 
with campground hosts. Laura has logged in over 850 hours at Oscar Scherer State Park. Laura travels 
with her husband Steve and their 4 furry traveling companion cats. 


