
YOU CAN GET THERE FROM HERE 

L-N 

L’AMABLE 

It’s hard to believe that at one time, the village of L’Amable (pronounced La-Mab) had horse racing, 

cricket fields, stage service and more, although some of the buildings do still stand northwest of the 

highway, off the Old L’Amable Road.  Here you will find an old pine Presbyterian Church (circa 

1881) and the first graveyard established in North Hastings, the remains of millworks and dams. 

The village was named after the lake, which took its name from young L’Amable Lavallee, a local 

aboriginal boy who tragically died near the falls at the lake’s inlet. 

Robinson Lake Picnic Area 

Just south of L’Amable, near the junction of Hwy 62 and Hwy 620, on the west side is a nice little 

lakeside picnic area.  

LAKEFIELD 

The picturesque Village of Lakefield, a short drive from numerous cottage resorts, is located on the 

Otonabee River. Boaters tying up at the Lakefield Lock on the Trent Severn Waterway or the 

municipally run Lakefield Marina can walk to the quaint shopping district, entertainment, and 

restaurants. Treat yourself to something special, pick up daily supplies or access services – all are 

easily found in Lakefield. From mid-May to mid-October the Farmers’ Market operates next to the 

arena. A provincially significant wetland with viewing tower can be found to the west of town as 

well as the Lakefield Beach.  

LAKE ST PETER 

Established in 1912, the community of Lake St Peter was originally known as Porterville but it was 

renamed in 1940 to coincide with the Central Ontario Railway stop at the shore of the nearby lake. 

In 1956, a scenic park was established at a point of land that divided upper and lower Lake St 

Peter. The lake is known for sandy beaches.  There are trails and public beaches. At the Lake St 

Peter park there is a public day use beach and another one, beside the trailer park, across from 

what was once the home of Esmond A. Skidmore, an eccentric musician, painter and novelist who 

operated an incredibly strange little tea room from his home, which was decorated with his own 

original paintings, some of UFOs and aliens that he claimed were drawn from personal 

experiences.  



http://esmondart.tbglobal.net/ 

 

https://issuu.com/nancyhopkins/docs/cr13-03final 

 
SKIDMORE, ESMOND ASTLEY of Belleville, formerly Lake St. Peter. December 26, 1917 - May 9, 2011, in his 

94th year. Esmond slipped away peacefully in his sleep at Belleville General Hospital-QHC after a very brief 

illness and after enjoying a long wonderful and interesting life. 

Survived by Sister Gwen Kemp of British Columbia, son in-law Brian Caldwell of Peterborough, three 

grandchildren Ian, Mary, David and great granddaughter Viola. 

Predeceased by daughter Esther Caldwell. 

Esmond wrote the following for you to read now: 

I lived on the earth  

A good many years, 

I had lots of joy 

And a great many tears. 

Then came the time 



No longer to roam, 

I moved from the earth, 

At last I'm back home. 

 

Another eccentric local was Joe Goulah, who moved to the area in the 1920s, likely in the lumber 

business. Making his home in a small cabin, on nearby Mink Lake, he had a hermit-like lifestyle and 

a lot of pets.  At one time, it is said that he had a pet racoon, chickens, ducks and a pack of 14 

dogs.  

 

http://www.countryroadshastings.ca/featured-articles-seed/2017/9/21/the-hermit-

of-lake-st-peterole-joe-goulah-lived-on-his-own-terms 

https://www.ontarioparks.com/park/lakestpeter/facilities 

LASSWADE  

Named after a village and parish in Midlothian, Scotland on the River North Est, south of Edinburgh, 

Lasswade is a small hamlet 11 km east of the town of Apsley, near Coe Hill and 50 miles northwest 

of Peterborough.  The 1898-99 Eastern Ontario Gazetteer describes an Anglican, Methodist and 



Christian Church, post office and a common school and a stage coach that visits Coe Hill, semi-

weekly.  

MADAWASKA 

In the Township of South Algonquin, District of Nipissing, the village of Madwaska lies near the 

north-westerly end of Bark Lake; and Whitney, close to the boundary of Algonquin Park on Highway 

60.  The area is known for hundreds of kilometers of rec trails, superb fishing, canoeing, kayaking, 

whitewater rafting and more.  Deriving its name from the Madawaska River, a 230 kilometer long 

river that has a reputation for its ferocity and connects Source Lake in Algonquin Park to Arnprior 

where it joins the Ottawa River.  

 

The raging river claimed the lives of many log drivers before it was tamed by dams and reservoirs 

built in the 1940s.  

The community grew on site that was chosen by engineers and surveyors for its sandy soil and 

flatness.  It became a divisional point from which lumber magnate JR Booth became involved in 

railroad development.  From here, Booth constructed a spur line north 32 kilometers that split into 

two, one going along McAuley Creek and the other toward Crotch Lake and Algonquin Park.  

During the First World War, demand for square timber made the local, towering, white pines a 

major commodity. 

The railroad was taken over by the Grand Truck and became one of the busiest and best paying in 

Canada.  Passengers started, Canadian Railway New catered to travelers and built a hotel 

restaurant complex.  At the peak, the railroad ran 4 passenger trains daily and as many freight 

trains as the line would handle.  Grain and boat freight from Georgian Bay, pulpwood, ties and 

telephone phones.  Four to five hundred men and 90 teams of horses sent loads of Booth Timber 

on to Ottawa.   



Soon there were three churches, schools, the Booth headquarters, a general store and post office.  

He built a large home to house his agents. Murray Brothers Lumber Company opened in the area 

in 1902.  The community at one time had its own orchestra, drama clubs, dances and two major 

banks.    

After the war, the demand for square timber decreased, CNR took over from Grand Trunk and by 

1921 it was normal to have only 1 or 2 days a week with any train traffic and population dwindled 

significantly. After the depression, Booth went back to using the river for log movement, just down 

to Barry’s Bay where he had set up a mill. 

From 1933-1934 there was an airport just north of the community. The biggest changes came in 

1942 when Ontario Hydro’s Bark Lake Dam flooded much of  the area. 

 



 

http://www.southalgonquin.ca/ 

Algonquin Bound Outfitters 

Hwy 60 at Madawaska (and also, at the West Gate & Barron Canyon) 

1-800-704-4537 

Canoe & Equipment rentals, delivery & shuttle services into Algonquin Park, day trip or overnight 

packages. 

MADOC 

Originally settled in the early 19th century, the Township was incorporated in 1850. Soon after, the 

discovery of gold at Ontario’s first gold mine, at Eldorado, swelled the population.  The township 

was named after legendary Welsh prince Madoc ap Owain Gwynedd, credited by some with 

discovering North America in 1170. There exists an alternative explanation, for which no evidence 

exists, that the name comes from a small Welsh village, Llanmadoc on the Gower Peninsula of 

Wales, not far from the city of Swansea. 

Mills and ironworks gave initial stimulus to the community of Madoc. Following the discovery of 

gold-bearing quartz in 1866, the community prospered as an industrial centre. Eldorado, 6 miles 

north of Madoc, was the site of Ontario's first gold rush on 18 August 1866 by Marcus Powell and 

William Berryman (or Nicholas Snider). The opened up a limestone cave 12 feet long, 6 feet wide 

and 6 feet high. The resultant mine was named the Richardson Mine, after John Richardson, owner 

of the farm where it was located. People soon came from all over North America to this area 

 



The Eldorado Experience 

5 McCann Crescent 

Eldorado, ON 

1-780-266-7850 

Kims.custom@hotmail.com 

 

In 1854, the first meteorite discovery was made in the area of Eldorado and then, in 1866 it was the 

first town to discover gold.  Although the mine closed in 1869, there is still gold to be found. Owner 

Kim Woodside of the Eldorado Experience, offers visitors the opportunity to visit this historical 

property.  The Eldorado Experience is a 100 acre wellness retreat situated on the site of the 

Richardson Gold mine and the Eldorado Copper mine 1866-1893. Nature trails, meditation sites and 

mineral exploration. 

http://www.thewhig.com/2015/02/03/local-history-ontarios-first-gold-mine-near-madoc 

http://www.ontarioexplorations101.com/hasting-haliburton-and-frontenac-county-ontario-

mines/richardson-gold-mine-private-property 

https://www.facebook.com/eldoradoexperiencegold/ 

 

The Hidden Goldmine Bakery 

 

59 Durham St S Madoc  613 473-5310 

A great little café/ bakery in the heart of Madoc. 

https://www.facebook.com/hiddengoldminebakery/ 

Madoc Dairy- Burnside’s Casual Dining (& curios) 

Hwy 62 at Russell St, south of Highway 7 on the east side 

613-473-2963 

 



 

 

This little restaurant has been operating in the area for 60 years! Stop in and you’ll see why. 

O’Hara Mill Homestead & Conservation Area 

 



638 Mill Rd 

Madoc ON 

K0K 2K0 

613-473-2084 

http://ohara-mill.org 

https://www.facebook.com/OHaraMillHomesteadAndConservationArea/ 

 

O’Hara Mill Homestead and Conservation Area is a local treasure. It is an opportunity to relive the 

day to day hardships and rewards of early pioneer life in Ontario. It includes the O’Hara family’s 

original buildings; the farmhouse, sawmill, carriage-house, shed and woodworking shop remain in 

a restored condition, thanks to numerous volunteer hours and generous donations from individuals 

and businesses in and around the community. 

 

Since 1965 the Homestead has expanded with the addition of relocated buildings from the 

surrounding area. A log cabin originally located at the Sheffield Conservation Area, now houses a 

blacksmith’s shop. An original schoolhouse dating back to 1861 was relocated on the site from 

Elzevir Township. The latest additions to the area are a rebuilt log house (erected on the site of the 

original homestead in 2008), circa 1850, and a Welcome Centre that was built in 2009. 

Grounds & Trails: Open dawn to dusk 365 days of the year. 

Buildings: Open 10am to 4 pm weekends and holidays from Victoria Day to Labour Day and daily 

from July 1 to Sept 4 (closed normal Mondays and Tuesdays).  During the off season, buildings 

may be open by chance on the weekends or special occasions.  

 

O’Hara Mill Spillway 

 

 

A small waterfall at the mill pond. 

 



MARLBANK 

Marlbank is recognized as one of the greatest ghost towns in Ontario. Named by Dr. James Allen 

(a pioneer of the first canals & mills that established the settlement) after the marl (clay mixed with 

carbonate of lime) that is prevalent in the area.  In 1890, the English Portland Cement Company of 

Canada discovered that the village produced the most prized and durable cement.   

Cement from the plant was used in the construction of a number of famous projects, including the 

Panama Canal (1904-1914) and the Quebec Bridge (1900-1907).  The influx of workers to operate 

the plant during the boom was sufficient to support ten stores, a bakery, barber shop, 2 hotels, a 

bank, millinery shop, tinsmith, 3 blacksmiths, saw & grist mills, apiary, cheese factory, pool hall, 

doctor and a cheese factory.  

  

  

If you go to Dry Lake, just east of the village of Marlbank, you can swim on marl beaches.  The marl 

is a gray coloured, clay-like substance that is said to be very good for your skin. 

Today there is little more than a few remains of the old cement factory, on the northeast side of the 

lake, beside Marlbank Road *County Rd 13. 



The Marlbank Phoenix Tavern 

In 1904, a fire erupted at the site which currently contains the tavern, but the building was rebuilt in 

1905, and was known as The Stinson House. The owners opened their doors and served 

beverages to patrons. In 1907 the building and ownership changed hands to Mr. William O'Keefe, 

who renamed the pub after himself, calling it the O'Keefe House, shortened and regularly referred 

to as the "O.K. House". The business held fast to this name through several years and owners until 

1938 when Sam Schell dubbed the building "The Marlbank House". After a fire destroyed most of 

the building again in 1994, the tavern's name changed once more, quite fittingly, to "the Marlbank 

Phoenix Tavern". From early 2009 the Tavern was closed for almost two years and left to fall into 

disrepair. Two local residents, Ray and Ivy Hutchinson, and their son David took it upon themselves 

to rescue this historical landmark and after major renovations, the Marlbank Phoenix Tavern was 

reopened for business in January 2011.   Read more about the alleged haunting of the tavern: 

http://theshadowlands.net/ghost/ghost333.htm 

MARMORA 

Originally named Marmora Iron Works because the word Marmora is the Latin term for marble and 

the village of Marmora has played a leading role in mining since 1820.  Attractions here include the 

Marmora Mine, an abandoned open-pit iron ore mine rich with minerals like garnet, copper, 

lithographic lime and pyrite.  Gold, silver and lead can also be found and were harvested at nearby 

Cordova Mines. 

Located on the Crower River, alongside Highway 7, between Havelock to the west and Madoc to 

the east.  

There are two annual country Jamborees held in Marmora each year: the "Marmora Crowe Valley 

Lions Club Country Jamboree" at the Marmora Fair Grounds in June, and the "Marmora Country 

Jamboree" In September on Highway 14 just South of Marmora. 

 

Callaghan’s Rapids Conservation Area 

 Follow Highway #7 east from Havelock or west from Marmora. Watch for Tiffen Road, which is the 

second concession road west of the town of Marmora. Turn onto Tiffen Road and follow to the end 

at Callaghan Rapids Road. Turn left and follow to the end. This road leads to a passive 

conservation area, bordering the Crowe River. Park and walk down one of a few paths at the end of 

the lot to the river. You will probably need to turn right and walk downstream along the river for a 

few hundred meters to see the falls. 



 

Callaghan’s Rapids features two waterfalls which are about one metre in height which both span 

the entire width of the Crowe River, which is about forty to sixty metres across. When river flows are 

low enough, you can walk out and explore the river bed. The upper waterfall is interesting in that it 

is formed on a wedge-shaped outcrop of limestone which appears to be beveled down to a sharp 

edge, right at the crest of the falls. The lower falls is similar, but does not exhibit the beveled-edge 

crest. 

 

Crowe Lake Cruises 

79 River View Cres  

Marmora 

613-472-1599 

7 days a week 10 a.m. until 9 p.m. 

 

Relaxing daytime pontoon boat tours for up to six passengers on Crowe River, Crowe Lake and 

Beaver Creek. Fishing, picnics, swimming at the sand bar - you choose ! Free pictures of each 

passenger wearing the captains hat sitting at the helm are emailed to you after the trip. Evening 

sunset cruises on the lake. Come aboard the "Grand Daddy" - a 28' Harris "open top" pontoon boat. 

 

http://www.crowelakecruises.com/ 

 

Farmers Market/Tourism Centre/Splash Pad:  Memorial Park & Brian Goodchild Memorial Trail 

9 Matthew Street 

The farmers market runs from Mother’s Day to Thanksgiving every Saturday from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Here you will find everything from fresh produce & meats, baked goods, flower, plants, jewelry, 

woodworking, fishing supplies, quilts, crafts and more! 

The Trail runs from Memorial Park to the public boat launch at Mag’s Landing, just north of the 

dam.  



 

Marmora Dam 

 

http://www.marmorahistory.ca/new-page-91/ 

 

At Marmora, the watershed enters Paleozoic limestone-plain country, with unusual outcroppings of 

Canadian Shield through the limestone at Allan Mills and just above Crowe Bridge. The Crowe 

River passes over Marmora Dam, heading southwest into the township of Havelock-Belmont-

Methuen. At one time, the river was used to transport logs but at the turn of the century (around 

1900) the Pearce & Pearce Lumber Company constructed the Marmora Dam to provide power for 

a saw mill.  

 



Marmora Mine (swimming hole) 

 

Signage at the site is excellent and very informative. Open from 1955 to the late 1970s, 2,500 tons of 

iron ore were removed daily. After closing, the pit (over 1/2 mile long, 1/4 mile wide, and 700 feet 

deep) filled with water, and that is what you'll see. 

 

To get there, turn down Marmora Mine Road, which is east of Marmora on Route 7. You will come 

to a fence/gate. Just to the right of this gate is a dirt parking lot. Park there. There is a short "trail" to 

the mine viewing area. The path is bordered by some huge truck tires. 

 

Marmora Town Hall 

 

12 Bursthall Street 

Circa 1913, this historic building has served a badminton courts, movie theatre, hospital, playhouse 

and courts, among other uses over the years. 

Off-Leash Dog Park 

Cameron Street, just south of the Ball Diamond 

St Matilda Church 

108 Hughes Lane 



 

http://www.marmorahistory.ca/st-matildas/ 

http://www.marmorahistory.ca/ 

MAYNOOTH 

Originally called Tara, the place became known as Doyle’s Corners, in 1861, after postmaster 

Michael Doyle was appointed.  In 1863 the name became Oxenden, but was again changed, the 

same year, to Maynooth (after a place in County Kildare, Ireland). 

A charming town, with galleries, antiques, upcycle, cafes, art and artisans.  The local Arlington 

hostel is an international hostel and host of music and events.  Each year, on the Labour Day 

weekend, Maynooth hosts its “Maynooth Madness” Festival. In 2018: All roads lead 

to Maynooth Saturday September 1st for the 29th annual Maynooth Madness and this 

year's Show & Shine contests for motorcycle enthusiasts. 

Categories for judging between 1 and 2 p.m. on Labour Day weekend are American, Japanese, 

European, Custom and Vintage. 

 

The location is the parking lot of the Maynooth Public School on Highway 62N in the centre of 

town.  

 

Cash prizes will be awarded in each category. 

 

PAPINEAU CREEK FALLS 

 

PAPINEAU LAKE BEACH 

 

 


