
MINUTES
of the Santa Barbara County Bar Association Board of Directors Meeting

Wednesday, July 8, 2020
 

 Present   Present

President Elizabeth Diaz (ED) X  Director Teresa Martinez (TeM) 

Vice President Eric Berg (EB) X  Director Tara Messing (TaM) X

Secretary Jennifer Gillon Duffy (JD) X  Director Chad Prentice (CP)

CFO Stephen Dunkle (SD) X  Director Erin Parks (EP) X

Past Pres. Amber Holderness (AH) Director Michelle Roberson 
(MR)

X

Director Deborah Boswell (DB)  Director Russell Terry (RT) X

Director Bradford Brown (BB)         X  Director Rosaleen Wynne (RW)

Director Larry Conlan (LC) X  

Director Ian Elsenheimer (IE) X  Staff: Exec. Director Lida Sideris 
(LS)

X

 

 
1.   Call to Order 

 
A meeting of the SBCBA Board of Directors was called to order -- virtually by zoom 
video call -- by President ED at 5:19 p.m. on July 8, 2020.

 
2.   State of the SBCBA
 

a.    The Minutes for the June 2020 meeting were approved without any changes. 

b.   Financial Report— (SD). Lida sent out the income statement and balance 
statements in advance. No discussion. 

 
c.    Lawyer Referral Service Report—(LS). A report was submitted. LS completed 

the recertification paperwork today and hopes to submit it by Monday. It is due 
Wednesday. 

 
3.      Directors’ Reports

        a.     SB Lawyer Magazine (RW, CP). ED reported. She, RW, and TeM met and 
discussed the idea of a social justice issue. The committee decided not just to have this 
be in one month of the magazine, but to spread out this topic over many months. The 



committee has ideas of who to approach for articles. If anyone has ideas about writing 
or asking someone, let ED know. It is a great idea and was a great meeting. LC 
discussed Jeff Chambliss’ article that could be republished. ED will look it up and reach 
out about whether to include or modify it. 

        b.      MCLE (DB).  No report. No discussion. 

        c.       Events (MR, BB, EP). A report was submitted. MR reported. We need to 
determine how we will have our annual meeting so we have the votes and the members 
needed. ED and MR discussed the bylaws (art 6 sec 2) that November is designated as 
the annual dinner to vote on next year’s board, and it allows for a special meeting if an 
annual dinner cannot be held. LS said we have the slate known a month in advance. LS 
talked about what other bar associations are doing. MS suggested a virtual meeting and 
EB agreed. The Santa Barbara community does not have a comfort level now to meet in 
person, and it is doubtful there will be a comfort level in November in Santa Barbara. BB 
and EP discussed a mail-in ballot. Quorum was discussed. RT explained the quorum 
requirement. ED said we need to factor in the awards we will be giving, and there was a 
discussion about that. TaM mentioned screen fatigue and being conscious of people’s 
time, so keeping it short. Discussion about charging $10 and potentially having it a 
lunch meeting. Discussion about donating this fee to three philanthropies. Discussion 
about taping the award winners in advance. If anyone knows someone with video or 
editing experience, please let ED know. The meeting will be on Thursday, November 
12th, lunchtime. We are saving a lot of money on events this year. 

d.      Bench and Bar Conference 2021 (TaM, TeM, RT). A report was submitted. 
TaM reported. We are still going forward as if this conference will be in person. The 
committee is still doing speaker and sponsorship outreach. The committee is concerned 
about sponsorships if we must be virtual. There is a good lineup of speakers so far. The 
event will be interesting. The theme is “Emerging Issues from 2020.”       

e.       Bench and Bar Relations (IE). A report was submitted. IE reported. There 
was a meeting today about the So. Cal stipulation at the end of depositions. It was with 
IE, Judge Anderle, Craig Granet, Mack Stanton and three representatives. Judge 
Anderle will speak with the other judges about this issue. 

f.        Fiscal (SD, MR).  No report.  

g.      Awards and Board Development (LC). LC reported. Discussed the potential 
award – the Jamie Forrest Raney Mentorship Award. Discussion about awards, 



generally, and not make them be annually, but when warranted. It was moved and 
seconded to adopt this proposed award. Motion carried. 

i.        Legislative Liaison (EB, AH).  No report. 

j.        Grants (ED, AH, EB).  No report. 

4.      Old Business 

a. CPA Memorandum (Re: taxes for unrelated income). ED reported. There 
was a discussion. We need more information about the statute of limitations, 
and we discussed raising rates for people who advertise, to cover taxes, 
offering two prices, once for ads and one for sponsorship, and they decide 
which to submit. A committee will be formed on this at the August meeting. 

b. Court providing room with phone/laptop. ED said that we will table this to 
the next meeting. 

5.      New Business--  

ED has been working on the statement about racial equality and social injustice, 
which will go in the SB Lawyer Magazine. She wants to create a diversity and inclusion 
task force. 

5.      Upcoming SBCBA Events
 
Event Event date Last chance for 

SBL ad
 Event Event date

Next Board 
Meeting

8-12-2020 NA  Golf & Tennis 
Tourn.

Postponed

Past Pres. 
Lunch

Postponed NA  Justices’ 
Reception

Oct.

Law Week  May         Annual Dinner Nov.
Spring BBQ Postponed Postponed  Joint Board 

Meeting
12-9-2020

    Bench & Bar Conf. Jan. 2021
 
 
       The meeting was adjourned at 6:20 p.m.


