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L

iving in Santa Barbara, we talked about June Gloom. Whole
communities of human beings use the word gloom to refer to
all sorts of negative and challenging things. Other parts of the world
know doom. Paul, in Romans, talks about all of creation groaning. The
response of God’s people to events in the world in real communities of
real people evokes strong thoughts and feelings of gloom and doom with
groans to match.
Thankfully, regardless of the gloom and doom present around the world,
we have hope. We have good news. How do you define hope? What is
good news to you? On a planet that changes its features with bombing,
deforestation, and melting ice caps, not to mention all the crying and
dying, as well as the reasons for that crying and dying, our faith presents
Jesus Christ as the light of the world. This light chases away the gloom
and doom. This light pacifies the groaning. Stay in touch with the faith
that claimed you at your birth. Nurture it and live. Gloom and doom are
part of this journey called life, and so is the
presence and power of God the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Spirit. Let’s take the steps
in faith, to be able to say Hallelujah, in the
midst of doom and gloom and the groaning
that comes with it. Recommit to understanding, prayer, and service and let the
Spirit shape you and mold you into the resilient Christian you want to be.
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New AV TV Screens have been installed for an updated Worship
experience, starting July 4th, 2021.

By: Francis Lin

G

reetings in the name of our beloved Jesus Christ church family. My name is Frances Lin. I was born in
Taiwan, raised as a Buddhist. My father was a medical doctor and my mother was a lawyer. I came to the
United States when I was 14 to continue my education and decided to dedicate my life to Christ at age 17. I have a
degree in Mathematics from Indiana University, Bloomington. I also received a Master in Business Administration
from the University of Phoenix. In 2008, I was ordained as a Ruling Elder at Rancho Bernardo Community Presbyterian Church. I am currently pursuing a Master in Divinity degree through Bethel Seminary.
I have served as a commissioner representing San Diego Presbytery to the Presbyterian Church (USA) [PCUSA] General Assembly 2012 and 2014. Subsequently, I served as the Vice Moderator to the Middle East Committee at the
General Assembly 2016 in Portland. I have the honor and the pleasure
serving as the Stated Clerk of the San Diego Presbytery currently. I
also serve as a coach for the 1001 New Worshipping Communities
initiative of PCUSA and a grant reviewer for the Missional Development and Resources Committee for the Mission Agency of PCUSA. I
have a passion for planting new worshipping communities. In my
spare time. I also enjoy playing the harp, doing crafts, and hanging out
with friends and family.
*As part of her seminary education in preparation for ordination as a
Minister of Word and Sacrament, Frances Lin is here with us at Christ
United for the summer. She will shadow the pastor, preach twice, and
participate in the life of the church.
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J

amir Edrisi
Preston was born
to Sydney Coleman and her fiance, Elijah
Preston, on Sunday, May
16, 2021 at 9:26 AM.
Measurements: 9 lbs 7 oz,
21 1/2". Nana Sharon
Coleman is over the
moon! Thanks to the
Christ United family for
your prayers, support, and
well-wishes.

T

he Presbytery of San Diego is changing.
Ensuring the change is the addition of new
and younger clergy. Pastor Nathan meets with this
group weekly. Pastor Megan (of Westminster Presbyterian Church Point Loma) brings creative art into her
worship and fills many roles in the Presbytery. Pastor
Sam (of Faith Presbyterian) is the doctoral student
and experiments with liturgy appropriate for a postChristendom world. He also serves on many Presbytery committees. Pastor Kim (of First Presbyterian El
Cajon) is the new face of El Cajon, in thought, word,
and deed.

T

ina Rees is our new Front Office/Property Coordinator. She is
in the office Monday-Thursday 9AM—5PM and Friday 8AM—
12pm. Tina is a native San Diegan and has lived here her whole life.
Her past experience is in the hospitality industry, working for the same
hotel here in San Diego for 20 years primarily with Convention Sales
and Catering Sales. Tina enjoys travelling, hiking, and spending time
with her family and friends. She enjoys sports and never misses a Padre’s game! Tina has been happily married for 27 years to husband
John and enjoys life with him, their dog Nika, and cat, Evie.
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By: Jennifer Henry

“G

od is good, all the time”, has been one of my favorite quotes. My walk with Christ, started at an early age. I
was very impressionable whenever anyone would talk about God. So that day when my neighbor invited me
to go to Church with her, that is the day when I openly confessed that I accepted Christ into my heart. From that moment, I have been professing to be a child of God, even though I have experienced my walk through my belief as a
Baptist, Methodist, Holiness, and now Presbyterian church member.
I became a member of Christ United Presbyterian Church in 2015. Since my membership, I’ve served as a Deacon, a member of the Presbyterian Women (PW), Stewardship Committee, Evangelism Committee, and Sunday School.

I am retired from San Diego Unified School District, and leisurely works on my own
Real Estate business under the name JazJ30 Properties. I am a proud grandmother of
seven (7) grandchildren and two (2) great-grandchildren. I have my Master’s in Business Administration and my hobbies are puzzles, listening to Jazz Music, jogging,
watching movies, and exercising.
I enjoy helping others, it brings me joy from inside out.

O

ur Jazz on the Plaza event continues to be a success. Our most
recent event in May was our largest gathering to date. It brought
together 3 different organizations: St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, Christ United Presbyterian, and Water for Children Africa. Join us the first Saturday of
each month from 4-6pm on the church plaza. Our next concert will be June
5th and the Men’s Fellowship will grill burgers and hotdogs for donations.
We hope to see you there!
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