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Due to the continued corona virus pandemic there will not be a quarterly meeting or membership
appreciation  breakfast in December.  Hopefully we can continue regular events in the near future
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Director’s Corner

Hello Members and Happy Anniversary!

It’s hard to believe, but this month – December 24 to be exact
– marks the 50th anniversary of the establishment of the Crook County
Historical Society. Thanks to unwavering support from our
community, and tireless efforts from our staff and volunteers, the
Historical Society (through time) has emerged from humble
beginnings to blossom into a vibrant and steadfast pillar of our
community.

As great as our past has been (and it has!) – our future shines
just as brightly. Despite the recent challenges posed from our current
health situation, the museum is going full speed ahead with its plans
to build a new exhibits center at the old Hans Pharmacy building. A
final design has been approved and serious fund-raising has begun.
Our daily visitation has also been wonderful under the circumstances. Membership is up, and many of our programs
– most notably the fall lecture series -- are continuing (via a virtual format).

The museum has also brought on several new staff members recently: a new collections assistant, Sadee
Moss; a new Saturday staffer, Mekia Ogborn; and a brand new collections specialist, Hannah Haney, who started
with us on November 23. All have been wonderful additions and all have big plans to start us off on the next fifty
years!

So, Happy Golden Anniversary CCHS. I am so proud and excited to be a part of our history and our glorious
future!

Sandy   
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MEMORIALS 
SINCE AUGUST 21, 2020

Ben Tennant
by Patricia Tennant

Pauline Shelk
by Patricia Tennant
     Darrel Aschbacher & Karen Esvelt

Fawnie Wood
by Patricia Tennant

Kathy Fahlgren
by Patricia Tennant
     Darrel Aschbacher & Karen Esvelt

Casey Dutchuk
by Gail and Myra Cox
     Patricia Tennant
     Darrel Aschbacher & Karen Esvelt
     Marv and Becky Moore

Edith Cross
by Gail and Myra Cox

Patricia Endres Annicelli
by  Sandra Lynch Hammond

Charles Boyden
by Dr. Denison Thomas

Joyce Barney
by Darrel Aschbacher & Karen Esvelt

Helen Schnabele
by Lavonne Ritches

Marjory Levens
by Shirley McCullough
     Steve Lent & Barbara Fontaine
     Stahancyk/Crawford families

Mike Davison
by CCHS Class of 1957

Dee Dee Huntley
by Steve Lent & Barbara Fontaine
     Stahancyk/Crawford families

  President’s Message
Greetings Crook County Historical Society Members!   

What a memorable year it has been thus far.  Like it or
not, we have all been making history by living through a world
wide pandemic.  

As the year comes to an end, we will be saying goodbye
to board members Carrie Gordon, Scott Cooper, and Shirley
McCullough.  Each brought a knowledge of and passion for
Crook County to the table.  They have served wonderfully, are
greatly appreciated, and will be truly missed.  We are pleased,
though, to have an exceptional group of candidates for next
year's board.  Please read the biographies of Dawn Alexander,
Claudia Loveland, Ramona McAllister, Deb Shaw, and Bill
Weberg and cast your ballot.

We also had to bid farewell to Kelsey Perrigo who
accepted a job in the Virgin Islands!  Hannah Haney will be our new Collections Specialist, arriving here November 23rd from
San Antonio, Texas.  We are excited to have her join the Museum team and introduce her to our beloved Crook County.  

The CCHS board has been working hard to update the contract between Crook County and the Historical Society,
preparing the new Exhibit Center proposal for the County Court, and expanding the Museum's social media presence.  

We are excited for things to come in the new year and look forward to seeing you and your family at the Museum.

Marlise
Marlise Jay, 
CCHS President
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Central Oregon Pioneers
Note: This narrative was printed in the Crook County Journal in 1930 and relates some of the early history of Central Oregon.

Sixty-two years ago there was constructed from
willow logs near the banks of Crooked river, in old Wasco
county, a dwelling of 12 by 14 feet in dimensions and one
story high, which formed the nucleus for one of Oregon’s
most noted pioneer cities, Prineville, the center of a vast
rangeland territory.  The builder was Barney Prine, proprietor
of a store, owner of a dwelling house, manager of a
blacksmith shop, keeper of a saloon and head clerk of a hotel. 
All these places of business were under one roof.

Prine’s first invoice of goods for the store, so old-
timers say, cost $80.  His liquor, it is said, consisted of a case
of bitters and iron for the blacksmith shop was obtained from
the fragments of an old immigrant train left of upper Crooked
river.  In addition to his other business ventures, Prine laid
out and successfully operated a race track.  Prine and his wife
first came to the Ochoco valley in 1868.  In later years, the
founder of Prineville sold his business interests and moved to
Weston.

According to aged records, the second store in
Prineville was erected and occupied in 1871 by William
Heisler.  Monroe Hodges erected the first hotel, also in 1871
and the First Baptist church in Prineville was organized in
1873.  Dr. L. Vanderpool was Prineville’s first postmaster.
[William Heisler was the first post master of Prine
established on April 13, 1871.  The name of the office was
changed to Prineville on Dec. 23, 1872].  Prineville’s first
postmaster, taking charge after Crook county’s first post
office, in Prineville was established in 1873.  Crook County
was created from Wasco in 1882.

The townsite plat of Prineville was filed for record in
the office of the clerk of Wasco county on March 28, 1877. 
The Prineville city council convened for the first time on
December 22, 1880, with F. E. Whitaker, Alexander Hodges,
J. Wilson and D. Richards as members.  The original town
officers of the young city of the Ochoco country were Elisha
Barnes, mayor; S. J. Newsom, recorder; Richard Philaber,
marshal; A. H. Breyman, treasurer, and George Nolan city
attorney.

Prineville has been visited by several bad fires in its
history, but one of the most disastrous occurred in the early
morning of November 10, 1883.  The fire originated in the
kitchen of the Occidental hotel, states an old history.

“Everything was dry as tinder, the fire spread through
the rooms, and it was soon evident that the entire building
was doomed.  The flames were not checked until the
principal business houses on one side of the street were
destroyed...”

“At 1 o’clock, Saturday morning, January 19, 1884
another fire visited the place.  The merchandise store of

Selling & Hickley, a vacant store building adjoining Kelly’s
saloon, T. Bushnell’s harness shop, an unoccupied building
in proximity, S. Wilson’s saloon and Til Glaze’s livery stable
were soon reduced to ruins.  Here the flames were checked by
an open space.  The total loss was estimated at $10,000.”

In November, 1904, Prineville, long isolated from the
rest of the world was placed in touch with The Dalles by a
telephone line through Shaniko.  Also, six stage lines were
operating from Prineville that year to Shaniko, Burns, Sisters,
Crook, LaMonta, Silver lake, Mitchell and Bend.  During
1904, over 10,000,000 pounds of wool was shipped from
Prineville.  Shaniko, 64 miles distant, was the shipping point
for the wool.  Before the Columbia Southern railroad was
built in Shaniko, The Dalles was Prineville’s shipping point. 

The interior country of Oregon received its first
outlet when in the summer of 1869 William Clark and Lew
Dougherty built a wagon road from Crooked river valley to
Bakeoven, a community already connected by road with The
Dalles.  The road went direct to Cow canyon, following the
creek bed.  The two men were paid for their work by
merchants of The Dalles.  In 1869 there were no houses
between the Crooked river valley and Bakeoven, except one
at the Coleman ranch on Trout creek.

Before the founding of Prineville nearly all of the
county within the boundaries of old Crook county was
referred to as the Ochoco region.  Later, pioneer settlers
limited the name to the valley of the Ochoco creek.  Ochoco
is an Indian name for willow, but a semi-mythical Indian
chief also bore that name.

Not all of the history of Prineville of pioneer days is
contained in the city and county records, unless the criminal
docket be included.  There were frequent murders in the
pioneer town. Following the killing of A.H. Crooks and S. J.
Jory, his son-in -law, on Willow creek , the famed Vigilantes
came into existence.  This group was in turn opposed by a
group called Moonshiners.  The Vigilantes were secretly
organized in the winter of 1881-82, ostensibly for the
protection of the country against outlawry and especially for
the detection and punishment of horse thieves.

“It is not recorded that one horse thief was ever
captured or punished by this organization, although a 
number of suspects were ordered to quit the range and leave
the county,” a historian writes.

The Vigilantes were charged with the shooting of Al
Swatrz in the Burmeister saloon in Prineville on the night of
December 24, 1882.  At about 10 o’clock that night, some
person walked to an open window at the back of Swartz and
shot him through the head.  The same night outlaws went to
the home of W.C.  and   M..M. Barnes and shot and then
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Monroe Hodges as a young man

hanged two young men, Sidney Huston and Charles Luster.
The last act in the series of outlawry took place on

the December 18, 1883, when Frank Morgan was killed by
“Bud” Thompson.  The Moonshiners, opposing the
Vigilantes, gained political control of Crook county at the
polls in 1884 and elected practically their entire ticket.

Fire and water caused considerable damage to parts
of Crook county in 1894 and 1895.  In April of 1894, many
of the ranchers along Ochoco, especially in the upper valley,
were damaged by high water.  In the fall of 1895, a fire bug
applied torches to many haystacks.  James Connolly, Cherry
creek stockman, lost 180 tons of hay on his ranch.

Monroe Hodges, who platted the town of Prineville,
who established the first meat market and the first livery
stable in the pioneer town, was one of its earliest settlers,
having visited the little known district later to become Crook
county in the fall of 1870 and traded a pony and $20 to
Barney Prine for a cabin of juniper logs with a thatched roof
of ryegrass and willows and his squatters’s rights to the land
where Prineville now stands.  The land which Monroe
Hodges later claimed under the donation land claim
extending from what is now Main street to the grade west of
town where the highway winds its way to the Powell Butte
lands.  His brother, Alexander Hodges, took a similar claim,
extending from Main street east.  The brothers built a large
log house which later was to become a hotel and employed an
Indian, known as “Old Pat,” who had been trained to cook on
a steamboat in California.  

Monroe Hodges brought his family to the Prineville
country in the spring of 1871, coming by way of The Dalles
with saddle horses and pack horses.

It was this journey, no doubt, that turned the attention
of Lewis M. Hodges, then a young man, to the possibilities
of the country for the raising of horses and led him, shortly
after his marriage to Ellen J. Baldwin in 1882, to become one
of the largest exporters of horses from this locality.  Even
before this time he had established a ranch on Bear creek and
built a corral which was used for the roundup of horses by
many of the famous riders of that day.  For seven years
Hodges rode with Billy Foster (father of Carey Foster)
famous buckaroo of the days before the camp wagon was
known.  They arose early and followed the wild horses all
day without lunch.

Among the famous riders of that day Hodges
mentions many who have since become well known in other
times.  Pleas Cheney was perhaps the most noted rider of the
time, but there were many others.  Bill Doran was never
known  to admit that any horse was too wild for him to ride. 
Walt Jones was a famous singer of the early ranges.  Among
well known riders of the day, he mentions Raleigh Thorne,
Elam Faught, Columbus Johnson, Jack Long, Frank Smith,
Harry Hackleman, Bill Vanderpool, George Wiley, Bob
Wiley, Jud Hall, Sam Hodges, Frank Pringle, Frank
Hackleman, Ike Ward, Neal McMahon, Dave Prine and

George Dodson.
The Prineville of 1871 was a vast meadow over

which tall grass and willows grew.  In the little cabin for
which Monroe Hodges traded, Barney Prine had kept a few
kegs of liquor, a few kegs of nails, and some other
merchandise.  Frequent requests for the few commodities
which Prine had handled led the Hodges brothers to add to
the stock. Monroe Hodges had hired two men to put up a
building and shortly after the coming of his family he
commenced to keep travel.  This business grew with the
coming of more and more people to look over the valley
where wide range and excellent grass grew and caused the
story to travel far.  The next winter they put up a stable and
kept horses for hire.  Facilities for keeping meat for their
hotel led to the establsihment of a primitive meat market. 

In 1877 Monroe Hodges rented out his hotel to “Shoe
Peg” Hamilton and built a house on the corner where Mrs.
Aver Powell now lives, where he lived until his death.

     Crook County Historical Society                             Page  4



New Books at the Museum
Members Receive 10% Discount

Monuments in Time
by Steve Lent
$20.00 Spiral Bound   304 Pages

This is the third volume in a
collection of historical
articles written for the
Central Oregonian and
Madras Pioneer by museum
historian Steve Lent.  It
provides vignettes on local
history that include people,
places and events that have
shaped the historical 
landscape of Central
Oregon.  Each story
provides a brief description
of numerous historical segments of Central Oregon
history.  It is a handy reference for local history.

Walking the High Desert
by Ellen Waterston
$24.95 paper  232 Pages

This is  local author
Waterston’s account of her
hiking on the Oregon Desert
Trail.  It is a very interesting
recollection of the desert
landscape and the people that
live on the High Desert.  It is
a personal journey with
r e f l e c t i o n s  o n  t h e
environment and the people
that inhabit the region.  This
book is highly recommended
and is the editor’s pick of the
quarter.     

Oregon’s Ancient Forests: A Hiking Guide
by Chandra Le Gue
$26.95 Paper 287 Pages

This is a unique guide to hiking to
some of our most precious treasures
in Oregon, our forested regions that
provide vital habitat for fish and
wildlife but also provides some of the
most fantastic hiking experiences in
the nation.  It contains trail
information and locations and is
illustrated with numerous color
photographs.

The Sagebrush Curtain: A Personal History of the
Oregon Desert
by Melvin Adams
$24.95 Paper 106 Pages

This book relates a diversity of
natural and human stories about
the desert region of southeast
Oregon.  It is a memoir of a
youth spent in the region and
takes a look at several views of
what once was and what is now. 
It is a personal recollection of
Oregon’s desert region that
highlights the grandeur of one
of Oregon’s remote areas.

Wyoming Cattle Trails: History of the Migration of
Oregon-Raised Herds to Mid-Western Markets.
By John Rollinson & E.A. Brininstool
$29.95 Paper 366 Pages

This is a reprint of a long out-
of-print book relating the
cattle drives from Oregon to
Wyoming.  It contains several
anecdotes and recollections of
early trail driving days.  It
should be of special interest to
those desiring to known about
early trail driving in the
Pacific Northwest.
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Introducing 
Our New Collections Assistant

SADEE MOSS

Sadee Moss was recently hired as the new collections
assistant at the museum on August 15, 2020.  She is
replacing Eloise Brummer who recently retired. 
Sadee is a Crook County High School graduate and a
graduate of Southern Virginia University with a BA
degree in history.  The museum is proud to have
Sadee as a valuable addition to our staff.   Come on in
and say hello.

Sadee Moss

Merry Christmas 1901

Shop for Christmas
at Museum Book Store

A Wide Selection of Books 
on Local and Northwest history

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Mary Filkes
James & Susanne Whychules

Mollie O’Leary
Jim Thomasson
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Historical Society Plans on Producing an Annual History Publication
Contest to Determine the Name of the Publication 

The Crook County Historical Society is planning to produce an annual history publication that chronicles
history of Crook County and Central Oregon.   The first volume is planned on being published in January. 
As part of involving society members we are conducting a contest to name the publication.  You can
submit your proposed name to the museum by mail, email or by phone.  The person that proposes the
winning name will receive a Crook County Afghan.  Nominations for the name must be received by
December 20, 2020.  The first edition will feature several reminiscences, letters and recollections of early
pioneers.  Future annuals will solicit history stories for publication.  We are excited to produce a
publication to promote our local history.  Museum historian Steve Lent will be the editor of the
publication.  Any questions should be directed to him.
You can contact the museum by phone 541-447-3715 , by mail 246 North Main Street, Prineville, OR
97754 or email steve.lent@co.crook.or.us.

Can You Identify All of the People in this Photo?
This photo is in our files at the museum.  It states it was Prineville Centennial representatives visiting
Governor Tom McCall for promoting the event in 1968.  Not all of the people are identified.  The first
person to identify all of the people will receive a special prize from the museum.
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