
Luke 8:26-39 (NSRV) 

 Jesus’ mission includes foreigners and his authority 
extends to the casting out of demons. Some who wit-
ness Jesus’ work are seized with confusion and fear, 
but the man who was healed is commissioned to give 
testimony to God’s mercy and power. 
26Then [Jesus and his disciples] arrived at the coun-
try of the Gerasenes, which is opposite Galilee. 27As 
he stepped out on land, a man of the city who had 
demons met him. For a long time he had worn no 
clothes, and he did not live in a house but in the 
tombs. 28When he saw Jesus, he fell down before 
him and shouted at the top of his voice, “What have 
you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? 
I beg you, do not torment me”—29for Jesus had com-
manded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. 
(For many times it had seized him; he was kept under 
guard and bound with chains and shackles, but he 
would break the bonds and be driven by the demon 
into the wilds.) 30Jesus then asked him, “What is your 
name?” He said, “Legion”; for many demons had en-
tered him. 31They begged him not to order them to go 
back into the abyss. 
 32Now there on the hillside a large herd of swine 
was feeding; and the demons begged Jesus to let 
them enter these. So he gave them permis-
sion. 33Then the demons came out of the man and 
entered the swine, and the herd rushed down the 
steep bank into the lake and was drowned. 
 34When the swineherds saw what had happened, 
they ran off and told it in the city and in the coun-
try. 35Then people came out to see what had hap-
pened, and when they came to Jesus, they found the 
man from whom the demons had gone sitting at the 
feet of Jesus, clothed and in his right mind. And they 
were afraid. 36Those who had seen it told them how 
the one who had been possessed by demons had 
been healed. 37Then all the people of the surround-
ing country of the Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave 
them; for they were seized with great fear. So he got 
into the boat and returned. 38The man from whom the 
demons had gone begged that he might be with him; 
but Jesus sent him away, saying, 39“Return to your 
home, and declare how much God has done for you.” 
So he went away, proclaiming throughout the city how 
much Jesus had done for him. 

Luke 8:26-39  (The Message) 

26-29 They sailed on to the country of the Gerasenes, 
directly opposite Galilee. As he stepped out onto 
land, a madman from town met him; he was a victim 
of demons. He hadn’t worn clothes for a long time, 
nor lived at home; he lived in the cemetery. When he 
saw Jesus he screamed, fell before him, and howled, 
“What business do you have messing with me? 
You’re Jesus, Son of the High God, but don’t give me 
a hard time!” (The man said this because Jesus had 
started to order the unclean spirit out of him.) Time 
after time the demon threw the man into convul-
sions. He had been placed under constant guard and 
tied with chains and shackles, but crazed and driven 
wild by the demon, he would shatter the bonds. 
30-31 Jesus asked him, “What is your name?” 
“Mob. My name is Mob,” he said, because many de-
mons afflicted him. And they begged Jesus desper-
ately not to order them to the bottomless pit. 
32-33 A large herd of pigs was grazing and rooting on 
a nearby hill. The demons begged Jesus to order 
them into the pigs. He gave the order. It was even 
worse for the pigs than for the man. Crazed, they 
stampeded over a cliff into the lake and drowned. 
34-36 Those tending the pigs, scared to death, bolted 
and told their story in town and country. People 
went out to see what had happened. They came to 
Jesus and found the man from whom the demons 
had been sent, sitting there at Jesus’ feet, wearing 
decent clothes and making sense. It was a holy mo-
ment, and for a short time they were more reverent 
than curious. Then those who had seen it happen 
told how the demoniac had been saved. 
37-39 Later, a great many people from the Gerasene 
countryside got together and asked Jesus to leave—
too much change, too fast, and they were scared. So 
Jesus got back in the boat and set off. The man 
whom he had delivered from the demons asked to 
go with him, but he sent him back, saying, “Go home 
and tell everything God did in you.” So he went back 
and preached all over town everything Jesus had 
done in him. 
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Zoom Invite Information 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84190438078?
pwd=dklHWDdRMkdlN0JoVFBQVmN0K01G
UT09 

 

Meeting ID: 841 9043 8078 

Password: 375859 

Prayer of Day—  

O Lord God, we bring before you the cries of a 
sorrowing world. In your mercy set us free from 
the chains that bind us, and defend us from eve-
rything that is evil, through Jesus Christ, our Sav-
ior and Lord.  
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