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A welcome from
our Headteacher…

Welcome to the second edition of our new termly newsletter. As 
you will see, the range of education and enrichment activities 
which students have been involved in is exceptional. As I write this 
introduction, we have just completed our enrichment week which 
was our best yet. With four foreign trips, three visits to London, 
and a variety of local or school-based activities including fishing, 
community work supporting our Food Bank, performing arts, 
sport, and outdoor adventure activities, we ensured that all of our 
students had access to something they may not have experienced 
before. These activities require a committed and dedicated team 
of staff and I was so proud of them, and the students 
themselves. The other “big” news to reach us this week was 
confirmation that we will be part of the Schools Rebuilding 
Programme. I’m excited for this project to get started and to share 
our plans with parents, carers and students, and watch the work 
progress. We have a huge amount to look forward to. In the 
meantime, I hope you all have a lovely summer.



Safeguarding

Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL)- Michele Osborne

.
A message from Mrs Osborne…

It’s been a busy term in the world of safeguarding at Framwellgate and we have had lots 

of visitors in school to promote our strong safeguarding culture. This includes the Police 

carrying out workshops with Year 8 pupils on Hate Crimes and the Youth Aware of Mental 

Health Team coming into school and working with our Year 10’s on managing stress, 

building resilience and coping strategies.  

This term we have also introduced a new Smoothwall Online Monitoring System in school, 

where we monitor all our devices and student activity to ensure our students are safe at 

all times. If you would like to know more about this please feel free to get in touch. 

As we head towards the summer holidays, we know this may be a challenging time for our 

students and keeping themselves safe, both in the community and online. 

Here are some useful tips on keeping your child safe online during the holidays… 

Don’t forget, as a parent/carer you will also be able to have access to the Online Safety 

for Parents & Carers Course and Resource Hub that will aid any conversations that you will 

be having with your children at home. This aims to help empower parents/carers with the 

knowledge to protect their children from the dangers of the internet. Register today using 

the link: http://nationalonlinesafety.com/.../framwellgate-school... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Did you know Netflix have parental controls available so you can restrict what your child 

is watching to suitable content only? You can set up a profile for your child and then set 

a maturity level to restrict titles to an age rating.  

    

You can learn to set up profiles here https://help.netflix.com/en/node/264  

On a final note, it’s an exciting time for our students joining us in September. A lot of 

work goes into helping young people make a smooth transition from primary to 

secondary education. To help with this Childnet has created a toolkit with to help young 

people aged 10-13 with the online aspects of moving to secondary school. 

Click here for more details: https://www.childnet.com/resources/moving-on-up/ 
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A welcome from
Head of Year 7

Mrs King and Mr Chivers, Pastoral Manager

Future Business Magnates

Budding entrepreneurs from 
Year 7 attended a FBM 
workshop and learned how to 
turn their innovation ideas into 
reality. Well done to all students 
who were involved

Year 7 have had a fabulous time during Enrichment Week - it has been 
great to see students having new experiences, challenging themselves 
and having fun. They were an absolute credit to the school during their 
visit to Newcastle Central Mosque; they listened attentively and asked a 
variety of thoughtful questions.

We hope that all of our Year 7 students have a safe and happy summer, 
and look forward to welcoming them back in September.



Consolidation Week

Assessment Week

Parents Evening 

July

Enrichment Week
Year 7 Research
Year 7 had great time making some 
graphics about the importance of 
diversity in computer science for 
diversity day.

Year 7 Art Impressionism
The art department challenged Year 7 to 
make an artist research page with a 
background, 5 images, facts and worked in 
the style of an artist in less than an hour. 

Year 7 Basketball Team
We are very impressed with our Year 7 
basketball team, playing their 1st

competitive game and picking up their  
1st win in the junior NB 

Diversity Day

Our Diversity Day on Friday 29th April gave our 
students an opportunity to learn about and celebrate 
difference. Each year group looked at a different strand 
of diversity across their curriculum with teachers 
developing engaging lessons on that particular 
theme. We kicked off the day with an LGBT+ Scavenger 
hunt for Y7 students organised by our wonderful Sixth 
Form students! Very impressed with their knowledge 
and definitions of the LGBT+ flags! 

National Sports Week 2022
The week highlighted the 
importance of PE and school 
sport. A huge thanks to Durham 
Amateur Rowing Club
for coming in to work with our 
Year 7 and 8 students.



A welcome from
Head of Year 8
Mr Smith and Mrs Burr, Pastoral Manager

Diversity Day

Our Diversity Day on Friday 29th April gave our students an 
opportunity to learn about and celebrate difference. Each year 
group looked at a different strand of diversity across their 
curriculum with teachers developing engaging lessons on that 
particular theme. Students had a fabulous morning in the art
department with the great Leah Roberts telling students about 
her work as part of our diversity day.
·
A warm and respectful response to talks for Years 7, 8 & 9 for 
Diversity Day on LGBT+ inclusion/bullying.

Year 8 have made great progress this academic year. We have excellent feedback about enrichment 
week from staff, students and also members of the public who have praised the behaviour of our 
students on trips. Well done year 8! It is wonderful to see the students gaining maturity and confidence 
and we are looking forward to this continuing in year 9. We hope that all of our year 8 students have a 
safe and happy summer, and we look forward to welcoming them back in September.



What’s coming up next for Year 8?

June
Consolidation Week

June Exam Week July

U13 Girls cricket Team
U13 ready to start their 
Chance to Shine. 

Enrichment Week

Anne Frank Exhibition
Students had the opportunity to visit the 
exhibition that visited the school during 
May. Well done to Year 8 students who 
were selected to be our ambassadors.Textiles Club

In textiles club creations  Year 8 asked to make some 
scrunchies so we’ve been  experimenting and
looking forward to trying more little projects 

Future Business 
Magnates
Congratulations to team 
Fram! Awarded Best 
Presentation in the Future 
Business Magnates 
competition! 

We were impressed with 
how slick and professional 
their presentation was from 
their very first rehearsal!

Congratulation to Elosia W

Eloisa has been rowing for a 
number of years now and this year 
she has been selected for the 
British Championships.
Her squad has won several races 
now, including massive wins at 
Durham regatta.



A welcome from
Head of Year 9

Mr Dinsdale and Mrs Thexton, Pastoral Manager

Around 9 local schools enjoyed taking part in 
Kick Off At 3 seven-a- side charity football 
tournament  with Durham Constabulary. 
After a tense penalty shoot out the Year 9 
team won and will head to the national final 
in London in July.

I'm struggling to comprehend how we are fast approaching the end of the academic year and the start 
of Year 10; three years has never seemed to pass so quickly.

As we move into Year 10, I'm confident in saying our year group are in a wonderful place; they are 
maturing and developing in to a lovely, well-rounded, and respectful group ready for the challenges 
that will come next year. I'd like to take this opportunity to thank parents and carers for your support; 
Mrs Thexton and I really value your communication and feel fortunate to have forged positive and 
purposeful relationships with lots of you.

We have thoroughly enjoyed the final term of school; students have experienced a range of activities 
throughout enrichment week, including visits to Italy, France and London, an awards evening, the 
Royal Navy's Ready, Steady Cook! competition with inflatable fun, sports day, and ice cream still to 
come. Now for a summer of fun and some well-earned rest and relaxation! I hope you all have a safe 
and enjoyable one.

My final thanks as always goes to Mrs Thexton, our brilliant team of tutors and the 'BEST' year group 
in school (I’m in no way biased); the students of Year 9. Well done for an extremely encouraging and 
positive year - my suspicion is that next year will be even better!



What’s coming up next for Year 9?

Consolidation Week

Sports Day July

Enrichment Week

National 
sports week
The week 
highlighted 
the 
importance of 
PE and school 
sport.

Ready Steady Cook
Year 9 have taken part in a Ready Steady 
Cook challenge  with the Royal Navy. 
Thank you for coming in - Year 9 had a 
great time!

Neurodiversity Assembly

Our Diversity Day on Friday 29th 
April gave out students an opportunity to 
learn about and celebrate 
difference. Students in years 7-10 also 
had the opportunity to listen to a talk by 
Shaun Dellenty. Shaun is multi-award-
winning educator, trainer, inspirational 
speaker, blogger, author and pioneering 
advocate for LGBT+ inclusion in 
education. As well as Shaun, we had two 
of our TAs lead an assembly on 
neurodiversity

Tyneside Cinema
Great to be able to take students to the beautiful 
Tyneside Cinema today for the French Study Day of 
“Gargarine”. Highly recommended and fabulous 
students as always! 



A welcome from
Head of Year 10
Dr Smith and Miss Sanderson , Pastoral Manager

Stacey Reay Workshop

Our English department was delighted and 

very excited to welcome Stacey Reay into 

school, who delivered a Love and Relationship 

poetry workshop to some of our Year 10 
students. 

. 

This term, Year 10 have been focussing on two aspects of school life: careers and preparing for 
the end of year assessments. In terms of the careers programme, we are delighted that so 
many of our young people have secured a placement, and those who are remaining in school 
will have a full programme of activities. This term, students have also been taking advantage of 
opportunities to enrich their personal statements. Our leadership group organised a sponsored 
5k run and bake sale, whilst other students have attended workshops on developing resilience 
and first aid (in conjunction with the Medical Society). As students have prepared for their end 
of year assessments, they have learned a range of study skills in tutor time and in lessons. They 
have also had the experience of what it is like to complete assessments in exam conditions in 
the main hall or gym. Alongside this, we have been teaching students strategies for coping with 
challenging situations and safeguarding their own mental health. Now we are looking forward 
to the celebration events at the end of term. On the 18th July, students will have the 
opportunity to spend time on some inflatables during the day, whilst our prize giving event 
takes place in the evening.



What’s coming up next for Year 10?

Consolidation Week

Exam week

Work Experience Week

uly Enrichment Week

Sponsored 5K

Red Cross Workshops

Year 10 and staff took part in a 
sponsored run to raise money for 
Ukrainian refugees. Well done to 
everyone who was involved.

Work Experience

This term saw Year 10 involved in a 
number workshops including,  Empathy 
and Migration, 'in-house’  and First Aid 
for beginners.

Thank you to all of the local 
employers who welcomed Year 10 
students on work experience last 
week. Below are some of our 
students at GreCon Ltd



A fond farewell from
Head of Year 11 and 
Welcome to Year 6 students

Mrs Wilson and Mrs Creswell, Pastoral Manager.

This term has certainly been an emotional rollercoaster. We have said our final goodbyes to our 
Year 11 students who, after 5 years and 2 lockdowns, have been the first year group to sit their 
external GCSE's for the first time in two years. We could not be prouder of them. We have 
celebrated their time with us with a leavers’ celebration morning and our fantastic prom held at 
Beamish Hall Hotel. All our Year 11 students have had a wonderful time and they will be a big loss 
to their year team. As they say, as one door closes another one opens, and it certainly did on 
Friday 1st July when we welcomed our Year 6 students into the school in preparation for 
September. After a day filled with activities, they felt more comfortable and reassured ready to 
start in Year 7. Their favourite part of the day was definitely the food! We look forward to seeing 
them all again in September.



Mar

Parents Evening

GCSE Exams Begin

June

August
Results Day and 
Sixth Form Enrolment

Year 11 Leavers Celebrations

Dukeshouse Wood
In April, 36 Year 11 students attended a GCSE revision 
course, focusing on English, maths and study skills, at 
Dukeshouse Wood in Hexham. The students took part 
in classroom sessions to help prepare them for their 
GCSE exams, as well as taking part in many outdoor 
adventurous activities such as - Jacobs Ladder, Giant 
Swing, Leap of Faith and an obstacle course

Well done Jamie and Caspar for 
brilliant performances today to 
earn a place in national Play Your 
Way to Wimbledon finals at in 
August. 

https://twitter.com/Wimbledon


A welcome from
Head of Sixth Form

This term we have been focussing on Post 18 choices with Year 12 and saying a sad farewell to Year 
13. We are beyond proud of our Year 13 students and the huge achievements they have already 
made in the two years they have studied with us. Students have grasped all opportunities given to 
them and they have been important role models to the rest of the school. We know that whatever 
results the students receive in August they are all amazing young people who will achieve their 
dreams through one path or another. After a leavers’ celebration afternoon and leavers’ prom at the 
Ramside Hotel, we hope that the students are now having a well deserved break. 

Following on with the theme of success, Year 12 have had an excellent first year. They have 
overcome many challenges and shown resilience in achieving the results they clearly deserve. This 
term we have looked a lot at Post 18 options and those students going to university have been 
working on their UCAS applications. All of our students also took part in mock interviews with local 
employers who came into school to give the students this experience. Many students of  were put 
way out of their comfort zone, but we are proud of how they conducted them and the excellent 
feedback they received, and very grateful to the employers who made this happen.

Post 18 Conference

Mrs Mersh-Roberts
Assistant Head Teacher-
Head of Sixth Form

Mrs Hammond
Careers Guidance Manager

Miss Surtees
Pastoral Manager

In May students took part in a Post 18 choices conference. We 
welcomed back past students on the alumni panel to talk about 
their choices and also welcomed Durham University, 
Northumbria University and ASK apprenticeships.

Students have also visited the UCAS conference and 
Apprenticeship Fair at St James’ Park. During Enrichment week 
students visited York University. It is all about informed choices.



UCAS Exhibition June Sixth Form Leavers Ball

Enrichment WeekPost 18 Parents 
Information Evening

Year 13 Leavers Celebrations
We had a brilliant celebration for Year 13 
this term, wishing them a huge good luck in 
their exams and a well done for all of their 
hard work over the last two years.

A great end to a day of celebrations: the 
annual staff vs student football match! Well 
done to the staff who managed to get 
beaten, even though they had a game plan. 

There is always next year!

Sixth Form Transition Week

We had an excellent week welcoming our new Year 12s 
in July. Students took part in a range of subject 
workshops and picked their leadership option for next 
year. In product design students designed and made 
corrugated card chairs! Happy to say a couple of them 
held human weight (although a little wobbly)!

We are looking forward to meeting the students again 
on enrolment day  in August.



UCAS Support
Year 12
Year 12 are beginning to have their personal 
guidance meetings, which provide an 
opportunity to discuss their post 18 options in 
a 1:1 meeting with a qualified advisor. In STEP 
they are beginning to prepare for future 
university and job applications by starting to 
discuss their skills. After Easter they will begin 
their research into the different post 18 
options available to them in tutorial and 
through some key events.
For students considering university, the 
application process begins in May when they 
can register for their UCAS account. Please 
note the following key dates:

September: Students produce additional drafts 
of personal statements to be checked by their 
tutors
30th September: Internal deadline for Oxford, 
Cambridge, medicine, dentistry and veterinary 
science courses
25th November: Internal UCAS application 
deadline

You can find out more about the courses we have on offer in our course book. This is available on our 
website: https://www.framdurham.com/sixth-form/course-information/

NEW COURSES FOR 2022:
Level 3 Qualification in Criminology (Enrichment)
Choice of textiles within A level product design 

Information for Prospective Students

Results Day 

A level/BTEC Results Day

A level/BTEC results will be 
available to collect on Thursday 
18th August from Fibonacci Room 
between 8:00am- 10:30 am. The 
Sixth Form team will be available to 
support students with any 
university queries, clearing and 
help students confirm their choices.

Year 11 GCSE/Level 2 BTEC/OCR 
Results Day

Year 11 results day is Thursday 25 th

August. GCSE results will be available 
to collect between 8:30 am- 10:30 am 
in the Main Hall. 

https://www.framdurham.com/sixth-form/course-information/


Tom’s
Journey

William’s
Journey

Tom studied…

A Level PE
A Level Biology
A Level Psychology

What’s Tom doing now?

Studying Physiotherapy
At York St John

Tom’s plan for the future…

Sports Physiotherapist

William’s studied…

A Level Maths
A Level Psychology
BTEC Applied Science

What’s William doing now?

Finance Apprenticeship

William’s plan for the future…

Level 2 & 3 AAT
Qualifications








