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A welcome from
our Headteacher…
I am delighted to write the introduction to our inaugural newsletter. I am 
conscious that over the last two years, much of our communication to parents 
and carers has been about Covid, so our intention with these newsletters (we 
aim to publish three per year) is to celebrate the great things happening at our 
school.

There will be pages dedicated to each year group which celebrate the extra-
curricular activities, sporting successes, and work of our students, and some of 
our staff. We'll include important dates for your diary, look back on some of our 
alumni, and introduce you to some of our staff. In this edition, we introduce 
you to Mrs Osborne, our new Director of Safeguarding, who joined us last 
month to replace Miss Weston.

Throughout these newsletters I hope you will see our ethos of Excellence, 
Compassion, and Respect for All, shine through. I hope you enjoy reading it.



Safeguarding

As you are aware, the online world is posing an ever-increasing risk to children and it is important that we 
work together to take an active role in teaching children about online dangers and how to act safely when 
using the internet. We are continuing to show our commitment to protecting our students online by taking a 
proactive whole school community approach to internet safety and we are now working with the National 
Online Safety programme. 
As a parent/carer you will also be able to have access to the Online Safety for Parents & Carers Course and 
Resource Hub that will aid any conversations that you will be having with your children at home. This aims 
to help empower parents/carers with the knowledge to protect their children from the dangers of the 
internet.
Register today using the link:
http://nationalonlinesafety.com/.../framwellgate-school...

Online Safety

Welcome to our new Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL)

Welcome to Michele Osborne our new DSL.
Hi everyone,
I am absolutely delighted to join the team at Framwellgate School as the 
new Director of Safeguarding. Framwellgate School takes safeguarding 
very seriously and we ensure that safeguarding is a key priority in all 
aspects of school life, from assemblies and online safety to curriculum 
planning and pastoral support.
My role in school is to work closely with all staff and students to 
ensure all of our students are safe, happy and able to engage with 
their learning in their school environment.

http://nationalonlinesafety.com/enrol/framwellgate-school-durham


The Production of Matilda Jr the Musical 

A huge thank you to...

Miss Bell and Miss Barton for directing the show and organising  rehearsals.

Mr Earl, Thomas M and Tialah H for being our sound and lighting technicians.

Arran G and Tim C for being our student directors.

Mr White and the DT department for making our amazing staging blocks.

The Art department for painting our set.

The site staff for putting up our staging, painting our stage and putting up with Miss Bell’s never-ending 

list of requests.

The staff who have worked backstage and front of house this week.

The staff, parents and students of Framwellgate School Durham for their support.



A welcome from
Head of Year 7

We are incredibly proud of how our students have coped with the challenges of 
the transition to secondary school; it is wonderful to see them thriving as we 
pass the halfway point of the academic year. Many Year 7 students have 
embraced the extra-curricular opportunities on offer, and we would encourage 
any who haven’t yet, to get involved. As they prepare for their next assessment 
week this month, we know that they will show the same maturity and positivity 
that they demonstrated during their first set of assessments. Many 
of our Year 7 students have now achieved their Gold and Platinum certificates, 
and incredibly, some have now achieved their first badge (2500 achievement 
points!) In our STEP sessions, we are continuing to focus on important personal 
issues such as wellbeing, aspirations and building positive relationships; 
students are also learning about professional and transferrable skills as part of 
our careers programme.

Mrs King and Mr Chivers, Pastoral Manager

Beautiful Bookmarks

Well done to Martha in Year 7  who has 
spent time at home making these beautiful 
bookmarks to raise money for Ukraine.



What’s coming up next for Year 7?

March

21
Consolidation Week

March

28 Assessment Week

May

03
Parents Evening 

July

11 Enrichment Week

Year 7 have entered the Jr. NBA
Any student who is interested should come along to 

the sports hall on a Monday at 2:45. Good luck!

Year 7 Art Impressionism
Year 7 have produced some fantastic art 
work this term. 

Memphis inspired mirrors

Year 7 have been super busy making 
Memphis inspired mirrors in technology 
this half term.



A welcome from
Head of Year 8

Year 8 are doing fabulously well  this academic year. They have been working towards their 2nd

assessments which they completed last week. There have many positive comments from teachers 
about the way they have approached their assessments. Some have even said they are looking 
forward to marking them! There is a really positive atmosphere within the year group and this has 
been reflected in an excellent uptake for extracurricular activities. Year 8s have been involved in 
coding and puzzle clubs, climbing, football, trampolining, badminton and basketball. The teams 
involves in the Faraday Challenge were very impressive and we hope to have an enthusiastic team 
for the Future Business Magnates competition. Earlier in the year we raised money for Team Seas, 
an environmental charity working to clear plastic from our oceans. More recently our prefects have 
been involved in supporting Ukraine. Overall, the year group is bouncing back superbly from the 
disruptions caused by the pandemic.

Mr Smith and Mrs Burr, Pastoral Manager

In February, teams from Year 8 took part in the IET 
Faraday Challenge Engineering Day at the Sjovoll
Centre. The students were set a design brief by Mick 
from the Institute of Engineering and Technology, 
and Alan from the Institute of Healthcare Engineering 
and Estate Management. Students spent the day 
designing, building circuits, creating prototypes and 
budgeting their designs. Congratulations to team 5 
who won the day, but we were blown away by all of 
the students who participated! There’s no doubt we 
have some future engineers in Year 8!

IET Faraday Challenge Engineering Day



What’s coming up next for Year 8?

June

6
Consolidation Week

June

13
Exam Week July11

Coding Club

Enrichment Week

The Fram coding club is one of our most 
popular clubs. Under the eye of Mr Earnshaw 
students are set challenges to build robots and 
then a battle commences! 

Well done to everyone who gets involved in 
coding club.

Sam has been a big fan of Formula 1 since he 
was tiny. His dad is a fan so got him into it very 
young. Sam was born and lived in Stevenage for 
the first 5 years which is where Lewis Hamilton 
comes from. He started karting pretty much on 
his 8th birthday which is the youngest you can 
kart on most tracks and this is his third racing 
season at Karting North East. He came 4th by 
one point last season so is really hoping to 
make the podium this year.

He is gathering trophies race by race, has a few 
2nd and 3rd places but not a 1st as yet!. He has 
an encyclopaedic knowledge of all the F1 
seasons from 2000 and watches the highlights 
DVDs frequently. He's visited Silverstone to 
look around but has not been to a Grand Prix as 
yet - though he very much wants to!

Spotlight on success

July

We are delighted to announce that we will be using Sparx
Maths (https://sparx.co.uk/) as our new homework
platform for mathematics homework for the remainder
of this academic year. Sparx is similar to our current
platform, Hegarty Maths but provides students with more
personalised practice to improve and challenge their
mathematical thinking depending on their current level.
Each homework will consist of current knowledge and
skills being studied in class as well as revisiting previous
learning.

https://sparx.co.uk/


A welcome from
Head of Year 9

I started the year with reservations about how our year group would transition into Year 9 
following two disrupted school years - would they be ready to start GCSE courses, be more 
focussed, independent, and resilient? We are incredibly proud of how our students have coped 
with the challenges of this transition and despite some students finding elements of it difficult, 
they have approached it with optimism, curiosity and full of smiles.  I can honestly say I’m proud 
to lead such an ‘awesome’ year group; they are maturing into a bunch of well-rounded, diligent 
and wonderful students, a testament to their parents and carers.  In our STEP sessions this year, 
we are continuing to focus on important personal issues such as wellbeing, aspirations, and 
aspects of global affairs; students are also learning about professional and transferrable skills as 
part of our careers programme.  Year 9 students continue to attend extra-curricular clubs and 
represent school teams, engage in charitable work and impress in aspects of school leadership.

Mr Dinsdale and Mrs Thexton, Pastoral Manager

Anatomy Club
The science departments Anatomy Club is always  fully booked! 
Our budding scientists dissected kidneys and used hydrogen 
peroxide to reveal the nephron structures! They get some 
wonderful cross sections and produced some lovely diagrams too. 
Well done to everyone who attends!

This club is not exclusive to Yr 9 and should you be interested in 
joining you should see Miss Barton.



What’s coming up next for Year 9?

May

2
Consolidation Week

May

9
Exam week

23
July11

Key Story #2

Raising awareness of Refugees 
and Asylum seekers
This year  students have attended an 
assembly about refugees and asylum 
seekers delivered by our English as 
Additional Language (EAL) Team 
Leader!  We were also lucky to have 
Iman join us  who  delivered an 
amazing assembly to our Year 9s 
about her experiences in fleeing 
Syria.

Textiles Club 

Enrichment Week

Students from all years are invited to join the 
Textiles Club. Many Year 9 students have been 
working with Miss Turrell on a new project, 
pen wraps, and learning how to use the 
sewing machines

We are super excited that our surf club returns 
this  term. See Mr Knights if you would like to 
be involved. All years welcome.

Well done to Miss Turrell’s
STEP class for creating ribbons 
to raise money for Ukraine. 
Thank you to everyone who 
has donated to the appeal.

Support for Ukraine

Surf Club

July



A welcome from
Head of Year 10

Moving into Year 10 involves a step-up in terms of students’ independence, focus, and resilience; our 
students have accepted this challenge and are doing extremely well. From running a Christmas fair in 
support of Cancer Research, to participating in the school musical, to giving outstanding responses 
to mock interviews, our Year 10 students have risen admirably to the challenge. Many Year 10 
students have also had the opportunity to participate in our half-termly rewards afternoons, 
enjoying sports, origami, and a table quiz. 

As we approach our school exam week in May and the completion of early entry qualifications, we 
would like to remind students that the pastoral team is available to support them. There is also a lot 
to look forward to over the coming months and we are continually seeking opportunities to broaden 
our students’ horizons and equip them with skills and knowledge for the future. For instance, 
students are currently able to make their voices heard in the Student Council and to support 
charities through being part of our Young Leaders team. That’s without even mentioning the 
upcoming work experience week. So, it’s a busy and exciting year for our young people, and we 
encourage them all to get involved. 

Dr Smith and Miss Sanderson , Pastoral Manager

Mock Interviews

Well done to Yr 10 students who took part in a mock 
interview event in February. Working with a team of 
interviewers from local employers, we facilitated 600 
mini-interviews, with positive feedback from all 
concerned. The pandemic has provided many challenges 
for students, and this was an excellent opportunity to 
help the next generation gain confidence and practise 
interview and communication skills. 



What’s coming up next for Year 10?

May

9
Consolidation Week

June

27
Exam week

July

11
Work Experience Week

July

11

Key Story #3

Budding podcasters in Y10 got top tips from BBC 
experts on how to best plan and prepare how to 
make a podcast @BBCYoungReport

Out and about in Durham?
Check out our new posters showcasing some 

fabulous art from the students of Fram! 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing
elit, sed diam nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut
laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi
enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation
ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex ea
commodo consequat. Duis autem vel eum iriure dolor 
in

Year 10 recently attended our first careers fair. 
Lots of further and higher education 
institutions plus apprenticeship employers 
and training providers were available for our 
students in Years 10-13 to meet and ask their 
questions, including our own @FSDSixth

Enrichment Week

Students interested in a career in health care- Years 10-13

Careers Fair

GCSE Art Work
Podcasting

https://twitter.com/BBCYoungReport
https://twitter.com/FSDSixth


A welcome from
Head of Year 11

As we near the end of the year, our Year 11 students are focusing their time and efforts on 
their upcoming GCSE exams. Our students have been provided with opportunities to apply 
their current knowledge and practise the routine of formal exams through two mock 
examinations. As well as the academic focus, we have ensured that all our Year 11 students 
have met with our careers team to support their transition into post-16 education, either 
through group meetings or 1:1 interviews. Many of our students have shown a keen interest 
in continuing their studies with us at Framwellgate School and they have been provided with 
a 'sixth form experience day' where they were offered a variety of subjects to experience 
such as psychology and sociology. Students who are keen to continue their education in a 
college setting, have had opportunities to visit New College Durham as well as discussing 
their futures with apprenticeship providers. We have also offered enrichment opportunities 
through residential tips to Dukeshouse Wood and a psychology  conference held in the 
Sjovoll Centre. We look forward to celebrating the time that our Year 11 students have spent 
at Framwellgate School in our leaver's assembly and their prom.

Mrs Wilson and Mrs Creswell, Pastoral Manager.

Dukes House Wood- Revision Residential
Some of our Year 11 students spent three days at a 
revision skills residential at Dukeshouse Wood . Students 
refined their revision skills as well as gaining the 
confidence to move out of their comfort zone 
#leapoffaith

We are looking forward to our next residential in April.

https://twitter.com/hashtag/leapoffaith?src=hashtag_click


What’s coming up next for Year 11?

March

28
Parents Evening

May

16
GCSE Exams Begin

June

27
6th Form Induction week

August

Key Story #2

Many of our Year 11 students have  completed a 
Duke of Edinburgh expedition this year. Duke of 
Edinburgh is open to all students and not 
exclusive to Year 11.

English – Book Club

Results Day and 
Sixth Form Enrolment

We continue to be amazed 
by the art work that our 
students produced. Many of 
our Year 11 students will 
continue to study the 
subject in our Sixth Form

Description

25

Year 11 GCSE Art Projects

Duke of Edinburgh

Fram Law Society
PE Sports Clubs



A welcome from
Head of Sixth Form

We are very proud of how our Sixth Form students have shown resilience in their studies since 
September. Year 13 are now beginning to prepare for their final examinations and making post 18 
plans. Year 12 students  have made an excellent start to their A level studies, with many 
participating in more than one of the over 200 enrichment opportunities offered to students and we 
were extremely pleased to see students getting involved with virtual work experience, subject talks, 
psychology conference, university visits, joining the law society, mental health workshops, 
supporting students in classes and helping with open evenings. As well as enriching their time, 
which will help support future applications, students have proven on several occasions to be good 
role models to others in the school. Year 12 students have also just completed a week of work 
experience and are now beginning to look into post 18 options by participating in an upcoming visit 
to a UCAS exhibition and participating in our in house post 18 choices conference. This term we will 
also be advertising to students the opportunities they can take part in during the June enrichment 
week, one of which includes a trip to London. This term we have also had the opportunity to meet 
many prospective students for September and look forward to meeting them again during our 
induction week in June.

Mrs L Mersh-Roberts

European Youth Parliament

A number of our students took part in the European 
Youth Parliament debate at the Urban Sciences 
building @UniofNewcastle. 

Well done to everyone involved!

Mrs Mersh-Roberts
Assistant Head Teacher-
Head of Sixth Form

Mrs Hammond
Careers Guidance Manager

Miss Surtees
Pastoral Manager

https://twitter.com/UniofNewcastle


What’s coming up next for Sixth Form?

May

4
UCAS Exhibition

April

28

June

24
Sixth Form Leavers Ball

July

23

Key Story #2

Key Story #4

Enrichment Week

We are very proud of our LGBTQ group. They are 
currently organising a number events for our 
Whole School Diversity Day.

Year 13 BTEC Sport students took part in a PhD 
study at Northumbria University, experiencing first 
hand how and why research is conducted in sport -
a great enrichment opportunity to lead them into 
conducting their own mini research project. 

Sociology students had the opportunity 
to visit Beamish Museum and received a 
presentation on ‘Education Throughout 
Times’. 

With restrictions being 
lifted, Year 12 students 
went to Leeds Beckett 
University and Leeds 
University as part of their 
journey in discovering 
Post 18 Choices.

Post 18 Parents 
Information Evening

A level Sociology at Beamish

LGBTQ Group

Northumbria University

Leeds 



UCAS Support
Year 13
Year 13 students are currently having follow up 
guidance meetings as required. Students have 
had presentations on the transition to 
university, student finance, personal finance 
and a recap on job hunting skills through STEP. 
Student Finance applications for 2022 are now 
open here: www.gov.uk/apply-for-student-
finance. Families requiring further support with 
their application or any aspect of the transition 
to university are welcome to arrange a meeting 
with our Guidance Manager by e-mailing 
hammond.c@framdurham.com.

Year 12
Year 12 are beginning to have their personal 
guidance meetings, which provide an 
opportunity to discuss their post 18 options in a 
1:1 meeting with a qualified advisor. In STEP 
they are beginning to prepare for future 
university and job applications by starting to 
discuss their skills. After Easter they will begin 
their research into the different post 18 options 
available to them in STEP and through some key 

events.

For students considering university, the 
application process begins in May when they 
can register for their UCAS account. Please note 
the following key dates:

From May: Research courses, register on UCAS, 
begin filling in application form, attend open 
days

1st draft of personal statement handed to tutor

September: Students produce additional drafts 
of personal statements to be checked by their 
tutors

30th September: Internal Deadline for Oxford, 
Cambridge, medicine, dentistry and veterinary 
science courses

25th November: Internal UCAS application 
deadline

You can find out more about the courses we have on offer in our course book. This is available on our 
website: https://www.framdurham.com/sixth-form/course-information/

Students who have applied for September 2022 will receive conditional offers by Easter 2022.

Year 11 Sixth Form Induction Week: 27th June. Details to Follow.

NEW COURSES FOR 2022:
Level 3 Qualification in Criminology (Enrichment)
Choice of textiles within A level product design 

Information for Prospective Students

https://www.gov.uk/apply-for-student-finance
mailto:hammond.c@framdurham.com
https://www.framdurham.com/sixth-form/course-information/


Tom’s
Journey

William’s
Journey

Tom studied…

A Level PE
A Level Biology
A Level Psychology

What’s Tom doing now?

Studying Physiotherapy
At York St John

Tom’s plan for the future…

Sports Physiotherapist

William’s studied…

A Level Maths
A Level Psychology
BTEC Applied Science

What’s William doing now?

Finance Apprenticeship

William’s plan for the future…

Level 2 & 3 AAT
Qualifications








