
 

 
 
 
 
 

17 September 2021 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

 

As we near the end of our second full week in school I’d like to share with you some information on a 

range of topics. 

 

Vaccinations 

 

You will be aware that the Government has announced that this autumn all young people aged 12 to 

15 years are being offered the first dose of the Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine. The link below provides 

the Government’s guidance for parents. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-vaccination-resources-for-schools/covid-19-

vaccination-programme-for-young-people-guidance-for-parents 

 

Please read this guidance carefully, particularly around the issue of consent.  For some people, the issue 

of vaccinating children is controversial. You may be aware that legal letters have been produced which 

are being topped and tailed with a child’s name and parent’s signature and sent to Headteacher’s 

threatening them with legal action and holding them personally liable if their child is vaccinated.  I have 

received a few of these over the last few weeks and have responded to the parents who have sent them.  

Please note that I will no longer be responding to these letters for the following reasons: 

 

• I am not involved in the process of consent for vaccinations.  This is between parents, the child, 

and the NHS immunisation team 

 

• The guidance above clearly explains how consent works and that parents will be involved: 

 

o “All parents, or those with parental responsibility, are asked for consent and 

will usually make this decision jointly with their children. The information leaflet 

is addressed to the child (as the recipient of the vaccine) and encourages them to discuss 

the decision about the vaccine with their parents. 

o In secondary schools, some young people may be mature enough to provide their own 

consent. This sometimes occurs if a parent has not returned a consent form, but the child 

still wishes to have the vaccine on the day of the session. Every effort will be made to 

contact the parent to seek their verbal consent. 

o This is a well-established process which you will be familiar with from other school-based 

vaccination programmes” 

The issue of consent is one parents often ask about.  Children who are deemed competent are allowed 

under law to give consent themselves. Headteachers and parents can’t usually override that decision, so 

it is very important, rather than contact me to say your child should not be vaccinated that you read the 

guidance carefully and speak to your child about your/their wishes before completing the appropriate 

form. An issue will only arise if you and your child disagree.   

 

I am meeting with Headteachers from other Durham secondary schools on Monday to discuss this issue 

and, as always, we will be guided by the NHS.  For some people this is an emotive subject, but I would 

encourage you to engage with us and/or the NHS team politely. 

 

COVID-19 

 
It was expected that the return to schools would see an increase in positive Covid-19 cases.  This 

happened in Scotland first because schools return in August.  We have seen an increase in cases here 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-vaccination-resources-for-schools/covid-19-vaccination-programme-for-young-people-guidance-for-parents
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-vaccination-resources-for-schools/covid-19-vaccination-programme-for-young-people-guidance-for-parents


 

too and we currently have 29 positive cases (staff and students).  As you know, the difference now is 

that close contacts do not self-isolate so of course, the risks of transmission increase.   

 

29 positive cases may be seen as high, but we are a large school.  Nevertheless, within those 29 cases 

there are three “outbreaks” (where there are links between the cases) which do require us to contact 

Public Health. They have told us we have done everything which could be expected. The only further 

measure open to us now is the re-introduction of face-coverings in school and lessons.  I have decided 

to monitor the situation over the weekend but if this worsens then I will write to you again 

early next week saying that we will reintroduce face coverings for a (hopefully) short period 

of time.  

 

Uniform 

 

Some of last year’s Year 11 students have kindly donated items of uniform to us (mainly blazers but we 

do have a few pullovers too).  If any parents need additional uniform throughout the year, please let us 

know and we will do our best to source your required size from these donations.  In future, if donations 

continue to grow, we intend to hold a pre-loved pop-up shop in school, before the end of the academic 

year. 

 

Food parcels 

 

This year we intend to run our food parcel donation for any families that feel they need some additional 

help near Christmas time.  If you benefitted from this last year and would like to again this year, or if 

you are new to the school and need some assistance, please do let us know by contacting your child’s 

Head of Year in confidence.  If you can donate some money to contribute to this, donations can be 

accessed through ParentPay. 

 

Rewards and sanctions 

 

It is heartening to see so many of our students collecting rewards stamps in large quantities.  Please be 

aware of a slight change to our behaviour system.  From Monday 27th September, should a stage 1 

warning in class be necessary this will lead to 1 behaviour point.  A stage 2 warning will lead to 2 

behaviour points and a stage 3 (removal from class) will remain at 5 behaviour points.  We firmly believe 

that teachers should be able to teach, and students should be able to learn, free from interruptions.  This 

is almost always the case, so being giving a Stage 1 warning is seen as serious.  It is also a signal for 

students to change their behaviour so that no more behaviour points are awarded. 

 

Parent Drop-Off/Pick-Up on Newton  

 

I would like to request that parents/carers do not drop off or pick up their child close to the school gate 

on Newton Drive.  You may be aware that this is a pedestrian entrance to the school and is right next to 

the Nursery entrance.  It is also a bottleneck with no through road and I am concerned about accidents 

happening in this area.  Residents are also (understandably) unhappy that so many cars are being driven 

in this tight residential area.  If you do bring your child to school by car or pick them up in the afternoon, 

please could you drop off/pick up further up the road and let them walk a few hundred yards to and from 

the gate. 

 

Additional Holiday 

 

You may be aware that an additional bank holiday for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee has been announced 

for 3rd June 2022. The DfE has allowed schools to close that day or a different day and as 3rd June already 

falls within May Half-Term week, we have decided to take the additional day at another time. We felt we 

would get more benefit from an additional day in the middle of the Autumn Term so Friday 26th 

November 2021 (half-way through next half-term) will be an additional day off. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

 

Andy Byers 

Headteacher 


