
	

Module #6: The Crunch  
It’s crunch time for freshmen – this is usually their first 
experience with midterm exams! They need study skills, test 
preparation strategies, and time management. They also need 
real testimonials and advice on the do’s and don’ts of studying, 
getting schoolwork done, taking grades seriously, and setting 
goals to create a positive high school experience.  
 

Enduring Understandings  
I. Academic success in high school requires the 

ability to properly study, research, take tests, 
manage time, and understand grading policies.  

II. Never setting goals usually means never 
accomplishing them – it is important to set short-term 
and long-term goals to aim for high school success.  

	

Essential Questions  
I. What study skills, research guidelines, time 

management strategies, and test-taking skills will 
help me be more academically successful? (I)  

II. What are effective short-term and long-term goals? (II)  
III. What is a grade point average and how do I calculate 

it? (I)  

	
Lesson Objective(s)  
Students will understand the importance of properly vetting 
websites when conducting research online.  
 

	

Lesson 6.4 Lesson 6.5	 Lesson 6.6	 Lesson 6.7	 Lesson 6.8	

Materials & Supplies  
• Research topics 
• Devices & internet access 
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Directions:  
1. Prior to conducting this lesson, the faculty advisor and 

student leaders should develop a list of potential topics for 
freshmen to research online. (Consider topics like: (1) Is 
vaping safe? (2) The best college libraries. (3) Is cancer 
curable?) 

2. Begin the lesson by reviewing the guidelines for evaluating 
the legitimacy of a website when conducting research or 
gathering information: 

• AUTHORITY: Who is the author? What is their 
point of view? Can you find information about 
the author’s credentials? 

• PURPOSE: Why was the source created? Who 
is the intended audience? 

• PUBLICATION & FORMAT: Where it published? 
• RELEVANCE: How is it relevant to your 

research? 
• DATE OF PUBLICATION: When was it written? 

Has it been updated? 
• DOCUMENTATION: Are sources cited? 
• URL: Look for .gov, .edu; beware of .co and 

.com 
 

3. Divide the class into small groups and assign each group 
a “research” topic.  Using the guidelines for evaluating the 
legitimacy of a website, have students find at least one 
website they consider reliable and one website that may 
potentially be unreliable. 

4. After students complete their research, have each group 
share what they found online and defend their reasoning 
for identifying the sites as reliable or unreliable. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source: International Society for Technology Education (ISTE) 

Lesson 6.6 
Curating Info – It’s on Me! 
	

Information is everywhere on the web.. But it’s easy 
to be duped and fall for fake and unreliable 
information. In doing any research online, it’s 
important to take a few extra steps to check the 
legitimacy of the website before accepting the 
information shared as true and reliable. 

• Partner with content teachers to have students go a step further to conduct “authentic” research for a 
project/assignment using the guidelines learned in Freshman Focus. 


