
 

 

 

From the Desk of Pastor Jay   

     

 

Change is Good 
 

A few weeks ago I got a notice that my alma mater 
was changing its name. This is not the first time this has happened. Sometime in 1960’s 
Clarion State Teacher’s College became just Clarion State College and sometime be-
tween then and when I arrived the name became Clarion State University. This year 
the change was far more dramatic. Clarion and two other schools in the Pennsylvania 
State System of Higher Education would be merging to form Pennsylvania Western 
University. All three campuses will continue to function, but I think that they will move 
in the direction of having different areas of expertise and the hope is that a student 
would go to the campus that meets their needs. Perhaps a nursing student would find 
the Edinboro campus better suited for them while those aspiring to be a teacher might 
have to go to Clarion. They sold it as a money saving effort. I think the idea is that 
when some of the resources and facilities at the three campuses fail, they will be re-
placed by something different rather than replacing three of the exact same things. 
 

I was not impressed. My initial thought was that the name sounded like one of those 
schools you hear advertised on late night television or one of those internet schools 
that promise you the world. Make no mistake I recognize that my university was not 
anything special. In fact, U.S. News and World Reports ranked it the 114th best college 
in the Northeast! I don’t know how many regions they have, and I can’t speak to how 
Clarion would stack up against schools in other regions, BUT I think it is safe to say 
that my college would not be ranked in the top 500 nationally.  I am not knocking the 
school by any stretch. It changed my life. I felt called to ministry while there. It was a 
key part of making me who I am today.  
 

I was still not impressed. I played collegiate rugby for Clarion. I wore the blue and the 
gold many Saturdays and fought to defeat our foes. What would they do about sports? 
The three mascots that are being combined are the Golden Eagle, the Fighting Scot, 
and the Vulcan. NO not a Vulcan like Spock but a type of falcon. What would the new 
mascot be? Perhaps a turducken wearing a kilt? I have complained to my friends and 
random alumni in Facebook groups for weeks. Each time someone makes a comment 
or asks a question I have a smarty pants response. They finally came out and answered 
the turducken question by assuring concerned alumni that each university would main-
tain its traditional sports identity.  
 

Today I got an email about Penn West (as they are calling it to be hip). It gave some 

basic information about the three schools. The first thing that jumped out to me is that 

my beloved Clarion State Teacher’s College only has about 3900 students enrolled this 

year. When I was there that number was in the 6000’s. That means enrollment has 

gone down by 40% in the last 30 years. They have also tried to keep up with the times 

by getting rid of old high-rise dormitories and replacing them with apartments and 

townhomes that students might actually want to live in. The reduction in enrollment 

and the cost of renovating facilities has obviously become too much for the State to 

maintain. Change was necessary if all these schools are to survive.  
 
(con’t.) 
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Class of 2022 
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Randy Dabbs 
Krista Hannah 
Doug MacColl 
Chris Mills 
Darryl Ray 
Bruce Shaw 
 
Class of 2024 
Vivien Carson 
Carlos Frontera 
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   A Good Word from Your JPC Stephen Ministry Team 

           UNISON 
 

 Voices raised together for The Star-Spangled Banner or murmuring the Lord's 

Prayer - barbershop quartet or children's choir. We heart the singular strands of the 

individual sounds, but it is the unison of it - the "one sound'- that gives each strength, 

gives each poignancy. As we go forth in unison with our brothers and sisters, Lord, 

help us to sing and to pray and to work in unison. 

LEISURE FELLOWSHIP 
 

Leisure Fellowship will be meeting in the Fellowship Hall  
Thursday, August 18, at 12:00 for a covered dish luncheon. Please bring  
a dish to share. We will be entertained by Pat Wade who will be playing 
 and singing our favorite songs and hymns.  Come join us for great fellowship  

and enjoy this entertaining program. We hope to see you there! 

(con’t.) 
In some ways it reminded me of the Presbyterian Church and the decline in membership that is re-

ported each year. If we are to continue, let alone grow, we must be willing to change. That change 

doesn’t have to mean an abandonment of our identity but it should mean a willingness to work with 

others and to try new things. The Presbyterian Church is in decline. Fortunately, at JPC we are in a 

much slower decline than the national average. Is keeping ahead of the death rate really enough?  
Over the last few years we have tried some new things. Some have lasted and been good while oth-

ers, for whatever reason, have faded away. In the last five years we have developed relationships 

with Sedgefield Presbyterian Church, the Renaissance Church (Assembly of God), Summit Jame-

stown, Family Services of the Piedmont, and Church World Services. Not all of these have stayed 

viable as partnerships over the years but some definitely have. We must be willing to try if we are 

ever going to stop the decline.  

 
I am not sure what will happen to good old Penn West. I am not sure what the Session will decide 

after their retreat and the Vision Team report. I am sure that if we keep on doing the same thing 

nothing will stop the decline. Let’s step out in faith and discover that change, not matter how skepti-

cal we are, can be good! 
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Vegetables are growing and gardeners are picking.  Now that summer is 
upon us we are meeting at the garden at 9am to avoid the heat of the day.  2 
hawks keep watch over the garden and swoop in finding whatever they like.   

 
The Monday Morning Circle invited Nancy Seay to luncheon and she ex-

plained the work of the Joy House Garden and tips for good gardening.  Vege-
tables are put in the monthly Church World Service boxes.  We donate to an 
Afghan family sponsored by Sedgefield Women’s Club and to Family Services 
of the Piedmont. Come see us at the garden and pick up some fresh produce.  
  

If you wish to donate any vegetables from our garden to a family in need 
please contact Kathy Coolidge (336) 880-3339.  
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   NC PILGRIMAGE 

NC Pilgrimage is hosting a Pilgrimage retreat for September!  We are 

currently accepting guests.  Dates are September 8-11th.  Please con-

tact any current Pilgrims for more information.  Pilgrimage is an intensive three-day 

Christian experience that is designed to provide a significant foundation for individu-

al and community spiritual growth.  Grace and Growth are combined in an exciting 

and energetic way. The following JPC members will be attending: Robin Gonsiewski, 

Micki Fischer,  Amber Artley,  Bruce Shaw,  Susan Shaw, Heather Gwyn,  Jay Smith, 

Krista Hannah, Ben Robinson, Becky Robinson, Brent Ham and Angelin Ham. Hope 

to see many of you there! 

 

We are changing the vendor for our online and mobile 
app payments. The PushPay online giving and mobile 
app will be shut down on July 29th. Please discontinue 

using the PushPay app and recurring payments immediately.  
 
We have set up an account that is ready to use right now with Vanco. You can 
download the new Vanco Mobile app today through the Apple app store or 
Google Play on your phone! After downloading the app, search for Jamestown 
Presbyterian Church. Check out the new giving format on the website at 
www.jamestownprez.org under Giving. Call/text/or email Ricki Hall at 
336-509-1403 or rickihall27407@gmail.com if you have any questions.  

DONATIONS 

Donation to Lane Pleasants Scholarship Fund 
In memory of John Lewis, Lou Whitt’s brother, by  
Bill & Clarajo Pleasants 
 
Donation to JPC Outreach Endowment Fund 
In memory of Ann Pries, Kathy Gordon’s mother, by 
Kathy Gordon and her sister, Barb 
 

Donation to JPC Youth Ministries Fund  
In memory of Jim Brown by  
Jo Lee MacLeod 
 
Donation to JPC Music Fund 
In memory of Frank Eaton, Krista Hannah’s father, by  
Jim & Darryl Ray 
 

http://www.jamestownprez.org
mailto:rickihall27407@gmail.com
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Summer Update from Pastor Casey 
 
This June, JPC took a group of 10 youth to Washington, DC, for our youth mission trip. 
We traveled with Praying Pelican and had another great experience! The mission site 
was at a Methodist church just outside of DC. We worked all week helping them prepare 
and cook over 400 meals. This awesome church hands out over 400 freshly cooked 
meals every week to their underserved community. It was so wonderful to be able to 
help out with this amazing mission! While we handed the meals, we also worked the 
food bank. It was so great to see our students getting to know the community that we 
were not only staying in, but serving. In addition, we helped out with a few more pro-
jects throughout the week. We painted, cleaned, and picked up trash around our host 
church. This was hard work leaving our students tired and thoughtful of the ministries 
we do here at JPC.  The mission trip was a great success, and I hope to see that passion 
for Outreach grow as our youth plug into all the things JPC has going on.  

 
 

This week we took a group of 20 high school students and leaders to  
Montreat.  Montreat is a mission conference that our students attend every summer. With 
such a large group attending this year, it is easy to tell that these students are excited! 
We will be spending a week in the beautiful Blue Ridge mountains, splitting our days 
between worship, small groups and breakout groups. The atmosphere at Montreat  
provides students the opportunity for personal spiritual connections, social and spiritual 
connections with others, and group spiritual connections within our own youth group. 
Please be in prayer for our students’ and leaders’ safety as we travel home and for the 
students to have a wonderful and meaningful week.  

 



Visit us on the Web 
www.jamestownprez.org 
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