
 

  COUNTRYSIDE PROPRIETARY 

  GROUNDS COMMITTEE MINUTES 

  February 17, 2021 

1) CALL TO ORDER  

a) Meeting Called to Order via remote attendance at 7:10 PM.  

b) Attendees: Albert Zangrilli (Chair, Rokeby), Diane Blunt (Welbourne), Pamela McGraw (Oakridge), 
Ron McNulty (Morven), Barbara O’Connor (Belmont), Anne Steingass (Oatlands), Mike Stracka 
(PMP), Dan Elbon (BrightView), Jackson Minnich (Solitude) 

c) Absent: Terri Hess 

2) COMMITTEE ADMINISTRATION 

a) Welcome of new Rokeby BoD Representative and incoming GRNDS Chair, Albert Zangrilli. 

b) Discussion and assignment of an alternate committee chair. Pamela McGraw volunteered and was 
unanimously approved as the alternate chair. 

c) Approval of the November 2020 meeting minutes. Minutes were unanimously approved as drafted. 

d) Discussion with prospective new Committee members: 

i) Lisa Lynn – Rokeby 

ii) Christina Goodrich – Rokeby 

iii)  Lauren Robillard- Rokeby 

None of these residents were able to attend this meeting. 

3) RESIDENT & GUEST PARTICIPATION 

a) Discussion of a resident submitted concern regarding common area drainage adjacent to 143 
Sulgrave Court. Resident was present and expressed concerns about the amount of erosion on the 
common area hillside adjacent to their property.  This erosion appears to be due to the lack of 
effective ground cover, the use of the area as a walking path, and some ruts created by the 

mowing equipment.  BrightView was directed to use alternative equipment in this area to avoid 
the rutting and to work with PMP to apply a planting “mat” to the eroded area to temporarily 
stabilize the area. BrightView was also requested to create a proposal to address this area, once 
the planting season is suitable, and present at the next meeting.    

b) Discussion of a resident concern about a common area tree causing damage to their fence at 230 
Finchingfield Court. Resident was not in attendance. The committee considered the issue and due 
to the close proximity of the tree to the fence, the tree cannot be removed with the fence in place. 

The committee agreed to add the removal of this tree to a future tree service visit provided the 
fence is removed prior to the work. PMP was directed to work with the owner and requestor to 
coordinate this activity. 

c) Discussion of a resident concern about water drainage concerns created when the trail was 
overlaid in 2020 behind 61 McPherson Circle and the $6,968.51 proposal from BrightView to install 
4 underdrain pipes to divert the water. Resident was in attendance and discussed his concerns 

with this area.  The Committee determined that a common area drainage form should have been 
completed for this issue and requested the resident complete the form for consideration.  PMP was 

directed to send the form and work with the resident for resubmittal. PMP was also directed to 
include this area in the review of the trail repairs for 2021 to address the pipe installation during 
the course of other trail repairs. 

d) Discussion of a residents request on the best method to address the installation of a fence on their 
property that borders an area where there is an existing common area split rail fence on Peyton 

Road. The resident was not in attendance.  The committee reviewed the request and directed PMP 
to work with the resident to remove the common area split rail fence in the overlap area in the 
event the resident does install a fence.   

4) BRIGHTVIEW ITEMS 

a) Discussion of items noted on the BrightView Landscape Report. Committee added the following 
reminders to BrightView for spring operations: 
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i) Take care during mulch application to not cover perennials and to ensure that there are no 

mulch “volcanos” at the base of the trees. 

ii) Leave the Laurels in their natural shape. 

iii) No cutting of the Forsythia. 

b) Discussion of the following BrightView proposals: 

i) Proposal to address water percolating from the ground, adjacent to the Proprietary 
Maintenance Yard at the parkway pool parking lot at a cost of $3,909.53.  This water is 

streaming across the surface of the parking lot, causing potential icing concerns. PMP was 
directed to contact Gardner Engineering to get an estimate of the cost to have them review 
the area and make a recommendation on the appropriate action needed to address this 
concern and present at the next meeting. 

ii) The CTE approved BV's proposal for deep root fertilization of the median cherry trees on 

Algonkian Parkway at $1514.10. The committee reminded BrightView that they would like a 
proposal for the Fungicide treatments of the cherry and crabapple trees for consideration 

and comparison at the next meeting. 

c) Discussion of concerns regarding the appearance of the replacement burning bushes along 
Algonkian Parkway after the new and warranty replacements have been completed. BrightView 
noted there are approx. 10 plants that are being monitored for health and condition as we get into 
the growing season. BrightView was reminded to not prune the new plantings and selectively 
prune the older plantings to allow the newer plantings to better match in size and shape. 

d) Discussion of the status of approved projects on Berkeley, Nicholson, and Hopton Courts in 

Welbourne. The project statuses were discussed and BrightView is waiting until the weather 
conditions are more appropriate before installing the plantings on Nicholson and Hopton Courts.  

e) Discussion of the replacement Pink Sapphire Coreopsis at the remaining planter beds. Plants have 
been installed and we are awaiting them to bloom to confirm the proper color selection. 

5) PMP REPORT  

a) Tree Removal/Trimming Items and a copy of the current tree services list. 

i) 5 regular tree service days have been completed this period. 

b) Common Area Ground Maintenance Items 

i) Staff replaced five sections of damaged split rail fencing, two damaged or rotted street 
signposts, and two damaged or missing fire lane posts this period.  

ii) Staff have also been working on a project to clean, sand and repaint numerous corroded and 
peeling bases on the common area mailboxes in the townhouse neighborhoods.  Foxfield has 
been completed and work is progressing in Welbourne at this time. 

c) Accident-Related Items  

i) We have received the accident report for the final accident damaged tree in the median of 
CountrySide Blvd.  However, it appears that the insurance information listed on the report is 
not valid and we are attempting to contact the vehicle owner to seek the updated insurance 

information to reimburse treatment of the affected tree. 

d) Snow Removal Activities 

i) BrightView and PMP staff worked to address the snowfall event on 12/16 -18 to clear the 

streets and trails and to address refreeze areas. 

ii) BrightView and PMP staff worked to address the snowfall event on January 25-27 to clear the 
streets and trails and to address refreeze areas. 

iii) BrightView and PMP staff worked to address the snowfall event on January 31-Feb 3 to clear 
the streets and trails and to address refreeze areas. 

iv)  BrightView worked to apply sand to the TH streets to address slippery areas after the snowfall 

event on February 7-8 and to address refreeze areas.  Trails did not require any services. 
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v) BrightView applied a pretreat to the TH streets in advance of the snowfall event on February 

11 but no plowing, sanding or trail clearing was required. 

e) 2021 Budget  

f) 2021 Project List   

6) OLD BUSINESS 

a) None this period. 

7) NEW BUSINESS 

a) Discussion with Jackson Minnich of Solitude Lake Management regarding its suggestions and 
options to address the concerns at the Oakridge Pond, considering that the pond does not meet 
Loudoun County’s requirements for dredging. Numerous residents were in attendance and all 

parties participated in a robust discussion with Jackson regarding Solitude’s evaluation and 
proposal to treat the pond.  

  Additional discussions regarding the Oakridge Pond: 

i) Jackson was requested to provide an updated proposal for a three-part, Phoslock treatment 
for the pond, along with providing some of the product’s manufacturer documentation 
regarding the treatment process. 

ii) Jackson was also requested to provide unit and seasonal pricing for the option of adding a 
black dye to the pond to darken the water and reduce the available sunlight to the invasive 
growth. 

iii) Jackson advised that the Dissolved Oxygen (DO) levels of the pond appear to be adequate 
with the existing aeration system and that it is unlikely additional aeration will be beneficial. 

iv) A resident suggested that federal grant funding options may be available for stormwater 
concerns and PMP was directed to investigate the process and availability. 

v) Discussion also centered on the accuracy of the sediment depth in the pond, as measured by 

the County’s vendor. Solitude was requested to provide a proposal to perform and provide a 
sediment map of the pond for future consideration. PMP was also directed to research the 
original engineering documents for the pond to see if they are available to compare to the 
current findings. 

vi) For the next meeting, we intend to discuss evaluation and proposal with representatives 
from VA Waters and Wetlands, Aqualis, and AEC. PMP is working with the vendor to 

schedule a meeting and site visit in the interim to get their recommendations and 
suggestions for treatment of the pond.  

vii) Discussed results of the bathymetric survey conducted by Loudoun County. 

viii) Copy of communications from Loudoun County about possible future options and 
considerations for the Oakridge Pond. 

ix) Discussed resident’s experience with Federal entities who have provided surprisingly prompt 

assistance in case of a similar problem in the past. Will inquire further. 

b) Discussion of the BoD fund for tree replacements and the development of a sub-committee to 
review the community and make suggestions of projects that can be established to make use of 
the fund. Members agreed to review their own neighborhoods to identify areas where tree planting 
might be considered for discussion at future meetings. 

8) INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 

a) None this period 

9) ADJOURN 

a) Meeting Adjourned at 10:13 PM. 

b) Next regular meeting is scheduled to be held remotely at 7:00 PM on March 17, 2021. 


