
   

 

Name That Tree! 
Online Resource 

Horsepen Run is home to many trees native to 

Virginia such as the White Oak (Quercus alba) 

and American Sycamore (Plantanus occiden-

talis). Native plants provide a multitude of 

benefits including food and habitat for local 

wildlife. Since native plants are especially 

adapted for their environment they can resist 

native pests and provide a stable habitat for 

all living things around them. For example, the 

roots of well-established trees help prevent 

erosion, which is important in a floodplain like 

Horsepen Run. Some non-native trees are in-

vasive and hurt the environment like the Au-

tumn Olive (Elaeagnus umbellata), which is 

considered invasive because it crowds out 

native species. 
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American Beech 
Fagus grandifolia 

Description: It has smooth, light 

gray bark that remains smooth 

throughout its life. Its leaves are 

simple with prominent veins and 

coarse teeth. 2 They usually grow 

50-80 ft. tall. 1 

Habitat: It is often found along 

creeks, or anywhere with enough 

moisture. The American Beech pre-

fers shaded areas. 2 It is native to, 

and can be found all along, the 

East Coast. 1 

Life cycle/ Life of a tree: 

American Beech trees re-

produce through seeds; 

however, they do not pro-

duce a significant amount 

of seeds until they are 

about 40 years old. 3  

Fun Facts: Anything carved into the bark will stay there as long as 

the tree lives, and can act as a means for diseases, fungi and in-

sects to enter and damage the tree. 2  
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American Sycamore 
Plantanus occidentalis 

Description: Its bark is thick at the 

bottom, but lighter at the top. It 

flakes away as the tree grows. It 

has very large leaves. 7 On aver-

age it grows from 75-100 feet tall, 

but can grow even taller. It has a 

huge trunk diameter of 3-8 feet 

and sometimes larger. 5 

Habitat: It is native to the Eastern 

United States and it is found mainly 

along rivers and streams and in 

wetlands because it needs a lot of 

water. 7 

Life cycle/ Life of a tree: 

Sycamores do not bear 

seeds until they are 6 or 7 

years old. They produce 

the most seeds from 50-200 

years old. Most live over 

200/250 years. 6 

Fun Facts: Some Sycamores have lived six hundred years! 4 
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Black Tupelo 
Nyssa sylvatica 

Description: Black Tupelo grows 

to 30 – 50 ft. and sometimes 

even taller. It has long oblong 

leaves that are dark green and 

turn vibrant colors in the fall.9 

Habitat: Black Tupelos grow in a 

variety of habitats as they are 

found natively in the Southeastern 

United States and north into Penn-

sylvania.  It tolerates shade.8 

Life cycle/ Life of a tree: 

Black Tupelos have small 

flowers and produce a 

blue-black fruit that is an 

oblong drupe.8 Many birds 

and animals eat the fruit.9  

Fun Facts: The Black Tupelo is often used as a honey tree (A 

tree that bees collect pollen from to make honey.)8 
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Black Walnut 
Juglans nigra 

Description: Black Walnuts are 

large trees that usually grow to 

75-100 feet high. It has long com-

pound leaves.12 It produces a 

round, baseball-sized walnut that 

has a thick, green outer skin.11 

The bark is furrowed in a dia-

mond pattern.12 

Habitat: Its native range is from the 

Midwest all the way to the East 

Coast, including all of Virginia.10  It 

grows well along streams and in 

well drained but moist soils.11 

Life cycle/ Life of a tree: 

Black Walnuts grow relatively 

fast once they are estab-

lished.11 Black Walnuts do not 

produce their distinctive fruits 

until they are 4 years old and 

do not produce large 

amounts of walnuts until they 

are 20-30 years old.11 

Fun Facts: Black Walnuts allelopathic, which means that their roots 

put out chemicals to keep other trees from growing near them. 
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Boxelder 
Acer negundo 

Description: Boxelders can grow 

to 30-50 feet. The leaves are 

compound and usually have 

three leaflets.13 

Habitat: Boxelder is a very adapta-

ble tree and will grow in almost 

any conditions. It is usually found 

along streams and in flood plains.14  

Life cycle/ Life of a tree: It 

grows quickly and has a 

short lifespan (for a tree).14 

Since it is a maple, Box-

elders produce the distinc-

tive fruit of maple trees.13 

Fun Facts: It is called a boxelder because the wood was used to 

make boxes and the leaves slightly resemble an elder’s leaves. 
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Dogwood 
Cornus florida 

Description: Dogwoods grow to 15

-30 feet tall. 15  The flowers grow in 

small yellowish clusters with 4 white 

bracts (a specific type of leaf that 

grows around flowers) that are 

usually mistaken for petals.16  

Habitat: The Dogwood is native 

to the Eastern United States. 

They grow best on well-drained 

soils and in partial shade. Dog-

woods are not tolerant of 

drought or very saturated soils.17 
Life cycle/ Life of a tree:  

Dogwoods bloom in early 

spring. 15 It has red fruits 

that are poisonous to hu-

mans, but many birds and 

mammals depend on 

them for food.17  

Fun Facts: The Flowering Dogwood is the state tree of Virginia.16 
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Eastern Hophornbeam 
Ostrya virginiana 

Description: The Eastern 

Hophornbeam grows to 25-40 

feet tall. The leaves are oval and 

serrated.19 The bark is light 

brown.18 The fruit is yellowish 

green and hangs throughout the 

winter on the tree.19 

Habitat: As the scientific name sug-

gests, it is native to Virginia. It can 

grow in many types of soil., but it 

grows best in moist soils.20 

Life cycle/ Life of a tree: 

The trees do not produce 

seeds until it is 25 years old. 

The fruits ripen at the end 

of the summer.20 

Fun Facts: It is also called an Ironwood because the wood is 

very hard and dense.19 



 11 

 

Eastern Red Cedar 
Juniperus virginiana 

Description: The Eastern Red Ce-

dar grows to 40-50 feet tall. It is 

an evergreen and it has scale-

like needles.21  

Habitat: It is a very hardy tree that 

is native to North America. It is tol-

erant of salty conditions, so it can 

grow near the ocean and can be 

grown near roads. Eastern Red Ce-

dars can also grow in many soil 

types.21 

Life cycle/ Life of a tree: 

Eastern Red Cedars pro-

duce a blueish, round fruit in 

late summer and early fall. 

These are dispersed by the 

many birds and animals 

that use them as food.22  

Fun Facts: The fragrant wood of the Eastern Red Cedar can 

be used to repel insects.21  
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Green Ash 
Fraxinus pennsylvanica 

Description: The Green Ash 

grows to 50-70 feet tall.  The 

leaves are compound leaves 

that have 5-9 toothed leaflets. In 

the fall it turns yellow. 24  

Habitat: This tree is native to the 

Eastern  and Midwestern United 

States. It can grow in most soil con-

ditions but does not tolerate shade 

very well.23 

Life cycle/ Life of a tree: 

Once it is established, the 

Green Ash is very tolerant 

of various temperatures. Its 

fruits have one seed and 

are winged. This type of 

fruit is called a samara.23 

Fun Facts: The invasive Emerald Ash Borer is devastating all 

species of ash in the United States.24 
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Northern Red Oak 
Quercus rubra 

Description: In general the North-

ern Red Oak grows to 60-70 feet 

high. It has simple leaves with 

many pointed lobes.25 

Habitat: The Northern Red Oak is 

native to the east coast all the way 

to Nebraska, except for Florida. It 

grows best in rich moist soil, howev-

er, it can be grown in dryer soils.26 

Life cycle/ Life of a tree: 

Northern Red Oaks pro-

duce acorns like all other 

oaks. The acorns are an im-

portant food source for 

wildlife like squirrels.26 

Fun Facts: The Northern Red Oak’s species name, rubra, 

means red which refers to the bright red color it turns in fall.26 
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Pawpaw 
Asimina triloba 

Description: The Pawpaw is a 

small, thin tree that grows to 12-

20 feet tall. It has large oblong 

leaves that can be a foot long!27 

Habitat: Pawpaws grow in shaded 

areas, usually as an understory 

tree. They grow in clusters near riv-

ers and streams and tolerate frost 

very well. They are native to the 

eastern United States.28 

Life cycle/ Life of a tree: 

Pawpaws produce a light 

green fruit that is edible to 

humans. It ripens from Au-

gust to October and has 

several seeds inside. The 

fruit is eaten by many 

woodland mammals.28  

Fun Facts: The Pawpaw is the largest edible fruit native to 

America.27 
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Slippery Elm 
Ulmus rubra 

Description: The Slippery Elm 

grows to 80 feet tall. It has oval 

leaves that are serrated. The 

base of the leaves are asymmet-

rical.30   

Habitat: The Slippery Elm is na-

tive to Virginia and the eastern 

United States.30  It lives in moist 

woodlands.29       

Life cycle/ Life of a tree: 

Slippery Elms can live to be 

200 years old. Their seeds 

are flat and inside a light 

green samara with two 

wings.29  

Fun Facts: The “slippery” inner bark was used for medicinal 

purposes by Native Americans.29  
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White Oak 
Quercus alba 

Description: White Oaks are 

large trees that grow over 100 

feet tall. Its leaves have large 

lobes. 32  

Habitat: White Oaks are native to 

the United States. They can grow 

on various soil types but does espe-

cially well on moist, well-drained 

soils. They are often found in loam 

and clay soils.32   

Life cycle/ Life of a tree: 

The acorns of the White 

Oak are oval shaped and 

grow to 3/4 inch long.31 The 

acorns are a food source 

for many woodland ani-

mals including squirrels, 

blue jays and deer.32  

Fun Facts: White Oaks have a deep root system and grow 

slowly.31;32  
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Willow Oak 
Quercus phellos 

Description: Willow Oaks grow to 

50-90 feet tall. The leaves are 

narrow and elliptical.33  

Habitat: The Willow Oak grows best 

in moist to wet soils with full sun, but 

they will grow in many types of soil. 

They are native to Virginia and the 

Southeastern US.34   
Life cycle/ Life of a tree: 

The Willow Oak’s acorns 

are round and grow to 1/2 

in long.34 The tree itself pro-

vides food and shelter for 

many species of animals 

and insects.33 

Fun Facts: The Willow Oak gets its name from the fact that its 

leaves resemble willow leaves at first glance.33 
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Autumn Olive 
Elaeagnus umbellata 

Description: Autumn Olive is a 

shrub-like tree with multiple 

stems. The leaves are silvery-

green and oblong with smooth 

edges.35   

Habitat: Autumn Olive is an inva-

sive species native to Asia that was 

introduced as an ornamental plant 

in 1830.36 Autumn Olive can grow 

in a variety of soil types including 

ones with few nutrients.35  

Effects and Control: Au-

tumn Olives grow quickly 

and can crowd out native 

species. Mechanical con-

trol (cutting and burning 

the plants) would not work 

because that stimulates re-

spouting. There are chemi-

cals and herbicides that 

can control the Autumn 

Olive.35  

Fun Facts: Autumn Olive was used in nutrient-poor soils to help pre-

vent erosion, unfortunately it spread easily beyond where it was 

planted.35 



 19 

 

About the Project 
Name that Tree! is a Girl Scout Gold Award Project. The 

Gold Award is the highest award in Girl Scouts. To earn this 

award, a Girl Scout must complete a project that will have a 

lasting impact on her community. Each girl identifies an issue 

which she is passionate about to address with her project. 

This project had four parts: Tree Identification signs, an In-

formative sign located at the river, a Family Hike Day event, 

and this Online Resource. The map in this document shows 

the locations of the labeled trees. The text on the cover of 

this document is the same text that is on the Informative 

Sign. The Family Hike Day was meant to encourage families 

to get outside and enjoy nature together. Lastly, the        

purpose of this Online Resource is to serve as an easy way to 

learn about trees found in Horsepen Run.   

About Me: My name is Erica Collins. I am a member of the 

Potomac Falls High School Class of 2018 and have enjoyed 

12 years as a Girl Scout. I have lived in Countryside all of my 

life and I was happy to combine my love of biology with 

my appreciation for Horsepen Run with this project. I hope 

that this resource is useful for many years to come. 

December 2017 
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