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IMPORTANT PARENT/GUARDIAN UPDATE – December 2021 

 

Children ages 5 years+, and older, can now get vaccinated against COVID-19 

 

FDA Authorizes Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 Vaccine for Emergency Use in Children 

5 through 11 Years of Age 

Dear Parent or Guardian: 

US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention recommended Pfizer’s COVID-19 vaccine 

for children ages 5 to 11.   The federal government is providing the COVID-19 vaccine free of 

charge to all people living in the United States. 

Below is a CDC provided chart that identifies by age which vaccine is available. 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/recommendations/children-teens.html 

Additionally, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration authorized the emergency use of the 

Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 Vaccine for the prevention of COVID-19 to include children 5 

through 11 years of age. 

FDA provides key Covid-19 vaccine effectiveness data for parents and caregivers: 

• Effectiveness: Immune responses of children 5 through 11 years of age were 
comparable to those of individuals 16 through 25 years of age. In addition, the 

vaccine was found to be 90.7% effective in preventing COVID-19 in 

children 5 through 11. 

https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/fda-authorizes-pfizer-biontech-covid-19-vaccine-

emergency-use-children-5-through-11-years-age 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/recommendations/children-teens.html
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COVID-19 can make children very sick and cause children to be hospitalized. In some situations, 

the complications from infection can lead to death. 

 

CDC identified there are approximately 28 million children between the ages of 5 and 11 years 

old in the United States, and there have been nearly 2 million cases of COVID-19 within this age 

group during the pandemic.  

 

Children are as likely to be infected with COVID-19 as adults and can 

• Get very sick from COVID-19 

• Have both short and long-term health complications from COVID-19 

• Spread COVID-19 to others, including at home and school. 

 

 

The American Indian Health Commission Tribal and Urban Indian Health 

Immunization Coalition recommends contacting your clinic.  Your health 

provider can provide you the best information to prepare for your child’s 

COVID-19 immunizations.  

 

Get fully vaccinated against COVID-19 as soon as possible for protection from the 

potential of getting sick from the coronavirus, lessen the chances of uncomfortable 

or serious symptoms, reduce the likelihood that you will experience lengthy 

hospitalizations, and reduce the possibility of death. 

 

Let’s take action by Pulling Together to Protect  

the Health and Wellness of our Tribes and Communities  


