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As of November 3, 2021, the Pfizer-BioNTech 
COVID-19 vaccine is available for children ages 
5 to 11. Adolescents ages 12 and up were 
already eligible.

This toolkit will help you promote COVID-19 
vaccination among your patient population 
and help their parents and guardians 
understand the benefits of vaccination.

COVID-19 Vaccine for Children

If you need additional items to 
help you promote COVID-19 
vaccine, need help bringing in 
patients to your clinic, or want to 
sign up as a COVID-19 vaccine 
provider, contact the Washington 
State Department of Health at 
covid.vaccine@doh.wa.gov.

Need something else?

Since March 2020, about 1.5 million children 
in the United States have gotten COVID-19. 
Children account for over 20 percent of new 
COVID-19 cases.

Getting vaccinated will help children stay 
safe at school and in their activities, and
hang out with their friends and family again. 
They’ll be much less likely to get seriously ill, 
be hospitalized, or die from COVID-19. 

Why should children get 
vaccinated? 

?

DOH 825-011 November 2021
To request this document in another format, call 1-800-525-0127. Deaf or hard 
of hearing customers, please call 711 (Washington Relay) or email 
civil.rights@doh.wa.gov

Find this toolkit and other resources 
for health care providers at:

www.doh.wa.gov/Covid19VaccineProvider



Pediatric COVID-19 Vaccines
What Parents/Guardians Should Know

To get your questions answered:
Visit: VaccinateWA.org/kids
Call: 1-833-VAX-HELP (1-833-829-4357), Press #
Language assistance is available.

Which vaccine should 
children get?

Since March 2020, about 1.5 million children in the 
United States have gotten COVID-19. Children 
account for over 20 percent of new COVID-19 
cases.

Getting vaccinated will help children stay safer 
while at school and hanging out with friends and 
family. They’ll be much less likely to get seriously 
ill, be hospitalized, or die from COVID-19.

Clinical trials proved that this vaccine works very 
well at preventing COVID-19 in youth.

Why should children get 
vaccinated?

Washington state does not currently require 
children be vaccinated against COVID-19 to enter 
school. The Washington State Department of 
Health and the state Board of Health will tell 
people if this changes in the future.

Fully vaccinated students who do not have 
symptoms after COVID-19 exposure do not need 
to be quarantined and may not require testing.

How does this impact schools?

Yes, both the pediatric and 
adolescent Pfizer vaccine is 
given in two doses at least 21 
days apart. The person is 
considered fully vaccinated 
when it’s been two weeks after 
their second dose.

Do children or teens need a 
second shot?

At this time, the Pfizer COVID-19 
vaccine is the only brand 
authorized for kids ages 5-17.

• Children ages 5-11 get a pediatric 
dose, which is a different amount than the 
adolescent and adult version.

• Children ages 12-17 are eligible for the 
adolescent/adult dose. 

How will this help at home?
The COVID-19 vaccine can keep 
kids protected from the disease, 
meaning indoor gatherings 
can be safer to host 
or attend.

Families should continue 
following other 
recommended safety 
measures for the best 
protection.

COVID-19 vaccination is 
now authorized for 

children ages 5 and up. 

Ask your child’s pediatrician or regular clinic if they 
carry the COVID-19 vaccine.

You can also visit VaccineLocator.doh.wa.gov 
and use the filter to see a list of places near you 
that have the pediatric vaccine.

How do I get my child 
vaccinated?
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FREQEUNTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT PEDIATRIC COVID-19 VACCINE

What do children need to bring to their appointment?
In most cases, parents and guardians will need to provide consent to vaccination for someone under age 18. 
They should ask the vaccine location what they need for consent. 

Clinics may ask for the child’s ID, an insurance card, or Social Security number, but you do not need to give 
them.

Children do not need to be U.S. citizens to get the vaccine. Vaccine locations cannot ask for anyone’s 
immigration status. Personal data will only be used for public health purposes.

Is COVID-19 really a risk to my child?
Although fewer children have been infected with COVID-19 compared to adults, children can:
• Be infected with the virus that causes COVID-19
• Get sick or die from COVID-19
• Spread COVID-19 to others
• Get serious complications from COVID-19, such as “long COVID” or a dangerous inflammatory disease 

called MIS-C

The vaccine was shown to have very few side effects in this population, and it protects them very well from 
the disease. The benefits of vaccination far outweigh the risk of getting COVID-19.

What are the common side effects of the vaccine in children?
The health risks if children are infected with COVID-19 are much higher than the risk of vaccine side effects.

Like other vaccines, the most common side effects are a sore arm, tiredness, headache, and muscle pain. 
These symptoms are usually mild.

In clinical trials more children reported side effects after the second dose than after the first dose. Side 
effects were generally mild to moderate in severity and occurred within two days after vaccination, and 
most went away within one to two days.

Is the vaccine safe for my child?
Yes, the vaccine is considered very safe for children. No serious side effects were detected in clinical trials of 
the vaccine in 5-11 year olds. The studies are ongoing, and the U.S. has very strong vaccine safety systems to 
catch any warning signs early.

I have more questions. Where can I go?
Find answers to more questions at VaccinateWA.org/kids. You can also talk to your child’s regular health 
care provider.

https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/fda-authorizes-pfizer-biontech-covid-19-vaccine-emergency-use-children-5-through-11-years-age


Communication Samples

Sample 1, refer for information: 

Children and teens age 5 and up are now eligible for COVID-19 vaccine. Get your questions 
answered at VaccinateWA.org/kids.

Sample 2, encourage vaccination at your clinic:

Help keep your family safe! Bring your child age 5+ in for COVID-19 vaccine now. Call <insert 
your phone number, or link your scheduling website> for an appointment.

Sample 3, encourage vaccination at another location:

Help keep your family safe! We recommend COVID-19 vaccine for kids age 5+. Book an 
appointment at VaccineLocator.doh.wa.gov. 

Text messages
Note to providers: In addition to these promotional texts, we encourage you to use the reminder/recall 
features of your electronic health system or the Washington State Immunization Information System to 
bring in any patients age 5 or older due for COVID-19 vaccine .

Pediatric COVID-19 Vaccines
Toolkit for Providers

www.doh.wa.gov/Covid19VaccineProvider

Ways for you to tell your patients’ parents/guardians about 
COVID-19 vaccine availability for kids 5-11.

Did you know? Most kids and teens in Washington are eligible for a COVID-19 vaccine. If your 
child is 5 years old or older, they can get vaccinated now to protect them against COVID-19. Talk 
to our staff if you have questions about the vaccine or to schedule an appointment.

On-hold messaging



Communication Samples
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Ways for you to tell your patients’ parents/guardians about 
COVID-19 vaccine availability for kids 5-11.

Youth 5-11 are now eligible for the Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 
vaccine
Although fewer children have been infected with COVID-19 than adults, children can be infected 
with the virus, spread the virus to others, and get sick or die from COVID-19. Therefore, it’s 
important for our whole community that all eligible people—adults and children— get 
vaccinated. 

Children aged 5-11 may now receive the COVID-19 vaccine. This Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine is safe 
and effective and modified for this age group: same ingredients, but a smaller dose. The US 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) have recommended this vaccine for children 
after carefully reviewing and discussing clinical trial data featuring the vaccine in children. 
Currently, no other brands of COVID-19 vaccines are available for this age group. Adolescents 
age 12 and up are also able to get the Pfizer vaccine. They get the same formula as adults.

You may have questions about the vaccine for your children. Visit VaccinateWA.org/kids to 
learn more. When you and your child are ready to get the vaccine, check out 
VaccineLocator.wa.gov and filter by age to find locations near you. 

Drop-in newsletter article
Note to providers: You may replace the Vaccine Locator section below with your own clinic information. 
And if you want a longer article, add more information using the talking points included in this toolkit.

https://vaccinelocator.doh.wa.gov/


Sample Social Media
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In addition to this promotional social media, we encourage you 
to post about any clinics you host or openings you have, and 
share how people can make vaccination appointments with you.

Post caption: The FDA has authorized the Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine for 
kids 5+. It's been through thousands of clinical tests with kids ages 5-11 
and it is ready to help protect your kids from COVID-19. Learn more at 
VaccinateWA.org/kids. 



Talking Points
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Find conversation guides and more talking points at 
www.doh.wa.gov/Covid19VaccineProvider under “toolkit.”

• The Pfizer-BioNTech (Pfizer) COVID-19 vaccine is now authorized and recommended for 

kids ages 5 and older. 

• This is a much-anticipated step in our state’s efforts to prevent the spread of COVID-19. 

• The vaccine can help keep your child and other family members healthy, and is widely 

available in Washington state at no cost to you.

• A review of the data showed that COVID-19 vaccines for ages 5-11 are not only effective but 

safe, and adverse events are rare. 

Key Points

• The CDC decided to recommend the vaccine for children following a careful review of the 

clinical trial data and careful discussion. The Western States Scientific Safety Review 

Workgroup met on November 2 and also recommends the vaccine.

• New COVID-19 variants are more dangerous and infectious to children than the original 

strains. The percentage of children hospitalized with COVID-19 has increased 240% in the 

U.S. in the last few months. 

• We know vaccine is the best protection available and want to be sure all children in 

Washington state can be served. While we recognize not all parents or guardians may 

choose vaccination immediately, we’ll work with health care providers, community 

partners, schools, and other partners to support parents in their decision-making.

• DOH will partner with schools, pediatricians, and mobile teams to bring the vaccine to 

families, including through Care-a-Van events. Vaccines will also be available at 

pharmacies.

• Vaccine Locator will soon have a filter to show clinics that provide vaccine to children.

Additional Points

http://www.doh.wa.gov/Covid19VaccineProvider


Provider Resource List
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COVID-19 vaccine resources for providers: 
www.doh.wa.gov/Covid19VaccineProvider

• “Vaccinating Youth” provider page: 

https://www.doh.wa.gov/Emergencies/COVID19/HealthcareProviders/VaccineInformationforH

ealthcareProviders/VaccinatingYouth

• This page includes materials, guidance documents, FAQs, and trainings

• DOH news release: www.doh.wa.gov/newsroom

• Free promotional supplies: Order kid-friendly, youth-friendly, and other stickers and 

buttons at https://shops3.directedje.com/VaccinateWA/login.asp

Youth-specific links from DOH

• CDC vaccines for children and teens website: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-

ncov/vaccines/recommendations/children-teens.html

• Western States Scientific Safety Review Workgroup recommendation: 

https://www.governor.wa.gov/sites/default/files/WesternStatesScientificSafetyReviewWork

groupEUAPfizerVax5-1YO.pdf

Resources about vaccine approval for ages 5-11

Need something else or have clinical questions?
Email Covid.Vaccine@doh.wa.gov

http://www.doh.wa.gov/Covid19VaccineProvider
https://www.doh.wa.gov/Emergencies/COVID19/HealthcareProviders/VaccineInformationforHealthcareProviders/VaccinatingYouth
http://www.doh.wa.gov/newsroom
https://shops3.directedje.com/VaccinateWA/login.asp
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/recommendations/children-teens.html
mailto:Covid.Vaccine@doh.wa.gov
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