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Tribe and UIHP COVID-19 Vaccine



Agenda 09-02-2021

• IHS Updates

• AIHC Updates

• DOH Vaccine Planning Team

− Identifying priority issues and concerns for dose 3 booster planning for general population

• Additional Discussions

− Breakthrough cases and outbreaks in your community

− Incentives – Have you used them in your community and did they work?





COVID-19 Response: 
Washington State Updates



May 26









Tribal 
Employer 
Vaccine 
Mandates

• 4 Tribes have reported vaccine 
mandates to date

• Likely more than that have 
implemented vaccine mandates

• Many are considering implementing 
employer mandates



CDC Issues a Health 
Advisory on Ivermectin

• Ivermectin-CDC-Health-Alert.pdf 
(secureservercdn.net)

https://secureservercdn.net/192.169.222.215/tvl.3bf.myftpupload.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Ivermectin-CDC-Health-Alert.pdf


Article – COVID Spread in the Classroom

Outbreak Associated with SARS-CoV-2 B.1.617.2 (Delta) Variant in an Elementary School — Marin County, California, May–June 2021 | MMWR (cdc.gov)

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/70/wr/mm7035e2.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/70/wr/mm7035e2.htm


COVID and Children in Washington

• Increase in cases among children in 
Washington

• Seattle Children’s Hospital reported its 
first patient death from COVID

First Seattle Children's patient dies of COVID-19 | king5.com

https://www.king5.com/article/news/health/coronavirus/first-seattle-childrens-patient-dies-of-covid-19/281-92f50d63-70a6-4e89-8178-87bed185b48d
https://www.king5.com/article/news/health/coronavirus/first-seattle-childrens-patient-dies-of-covid-19/281-92f50d63-70a6-4e89-8178-87bed185b48d


Children and COVID in the US

Covid-19 and kids: What the data shows about cases, hospitalizations and deaths - CNN

https://www.cnn.com/2021/09/01/us/us-covid-kids-data/index.html


Disposal of Expired 
COVID-19 Vaccine

• Collecting guidance and example 
protocols to share – will share soon

• If you need immediate guidance, please 
check with your neighboring local health 
jurisdiction



Off-Label Use of COVID-19 Vaccines

Vaccine providers who use the COVID-19 
vaccines off-label risk losing
• Eligibility to provide COVID-19 vaccines

• Immunity from liability claims
• Patients’ eligibility for compensation 

after adverse events
• Reimbursement

CDC Warns That Off-Label COVID Shots Have Legal And Financial Risks : Shots - Health News : NPR

https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2021/09/02/1033299418/cdc-warns-against-off-label-use-of-covid-vaccine
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2021/09/02/1033299418/cdc-warns-against-off-label-use-of-covid-vaccine


Third Vaccine Dose for Immunocompromised

Have been receiving active cancer treatment for tumors or cancers of the blood

Received an organ transplant and are taking medicine to suppress the immune system

Received a stem cell transplant within the last 2 years or are taking medicine to suppress the immune system

With moderate or severe primary immunodeficiency (such as DiGeorge syndrome, Wiskott-Aldrich syndrome)

With advanced or untreated HIV infection

Receiving active treatment with high-dose corticosteroids or other drugs that may suppress your immune response

At least 4 weeks after 2nd dose of Pfizer or Moderna

PERSONS WHO QUALIFY (Ages 12 and Older)

Reference:  COVID-19 Vaccines for Moderately to Severely Immunocompromised People | CDC

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/recommendations/immuno.html


Third Dose 
Booster for 
General 
Population

• Effective approximately 09/20/2021

• CDC guidance is expected soon

• DOH Vaccine Planning Team
−Facilitated discussion to prepare for 
boosters





DOH COVID-19 Planning and Response Team
Presenter: Liz Clark

BOOSTER PLANNING DISCUSSION



If boosters are approved for the general population, describe how prepared you feel to
implement those efforts.

Feedback:
- Ready & anxious to get vaccine into arms before it expires. First groups who were vaccinated are

anxious to get the booster to be extra cautious.
- Ready- Appointment only for those who are eligible now. Community members have shown up even if

not eligible, so they are wanting the booster dose for extra protection
- Plan to close health center and do full day booster clinics with the same model as they used for 1st/2nd 

doses. Also purchased extra cold storage.
- Ready- Prepping to open larger drive-through area starting the first week in October
- Vaccinating patients who are eligible for 3rd dose (immunocompromised patients)
- Plan is do a mass vaccine clinic in the casino parking lot- not sure about dates yet- but working on 

numbers for how they will do the clinic. Not sure yet about how they will do the billing.
- Getting patient calls wanting a booster & 3rd dose for immunocompromised patient
- Ready to give boosters in the same manner that they gave 1st/ second doses. Already getting requests

for the booster.
- Close to 40% breakthrough cases in relatively healthy people.
- Keeping a spreadsheet of community members and clients asking about their eligibility so they can

easily be contacted once it’s available. 1 day/week booster clinic, but still in talks on overall strategy

Washington State Department of Health |
20

Discussion



Discussion
What are your biggest barriers to prepare for booster vaccinations?

Washington State Department of Health |
21

Feedback:

- Concern about WA DOH updating standing orders/ delays / how information will be disseminated to 
the providers who are implementing the boosters. Population is very motivated, especially first 
patients who were vaccinated. --Set standing orders to match CDC recommendations

- Challenge verifying eligibility after 8 months/ patients could lose motivation if they are turned away
and told to return later

- Hoping to combine booster doses with flu shot administration



When booster vaccines become available what resources will you need to be
successful in administering vaccines to your community?

Feedback:
- Staffing- Struggling to find an RN, have 3 open positions now. Also trying to use an agency with some

COVID funds.

Washington State Department of Health |
22

Discussion



What support would you need to ensure your outreach efforts reach all community
members especially those with access challenges?

Feedback:
• More American Indian/ Alaskan Native specific resource materials/ handouts to share. This is not 

happening quickly enough when there are changes. Receiving these late when the materials are almost
outdated. (Vaccine education/ addressing vaccine hesitancy)

Washington State Department of Health |
23

Discussion



Are there any other thoughts that you would like to share or discuss around booster
planning?

Feedback:

Washington State Department of Health |
24

Discussion



If you have any additional feedback, please email:

elizabeth.clark@doh.wa.gov

Thank you!!!

Washington State Department of Health |
25

mailto:elizabeth.clark@doh.wa.gov


Breakthrough 
Cases and 
Outbreaks 

DISCUSSION

• Please share what you are seeing in your 
community
− Have you had outbreaks?
− Have you seen many breakthrough cases?
− Have you noticed a pattern in the 

breakthrough cases?  
• Are they mostly in elders?  
• Are they mostly in people who received 

their two doses earlier than others?



Tribal 
Incentives 
for 
Vaccinations

• Has your Tribe offered incentives for vaccinations?
• Do you think they have worked?  Why?  Why not?



Tribal 
Employer 
Vaccine 
Mandates

• Have you implemented?  How has it 
gone?

• If you’re thinking of it, what are your 
questions or concerns?



Resources on 
Website

https://aihc-wa.com/covid-19-
vaccine-readiness-planning-
workgroup-meeting-materials/
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