
Talking Points - Unvaccinated in WA 

• Vaccines are effective.  Between February and June 2021: most people in Washington who died of 
COVID-19 were unvaccinated 

o The current reporting shows COVID-19 cases, hospitalizations, and deaths decreasing each 
month from February to May. 

o 97.4% of COVID-19 cases were in those not fully vaccinated  

o 96% of hospitalizations among COVID-19 cases were in those not fully vaccinated  

o 94.3% of deaths related to COVID-19 were in those not fully vaccinated  

o These rates are lower than what the CDC and other states are reporting 

• Vaccine Basics  

o Slowdown in vaccination rate is concerning 

o People who aren’t vaccinated are now harming people who ARE vaxed, by not doing their part 
to stop spread  

o Think of it like Secondhand Smoke – it’s irresponsible to expose those vulnerable to COVID 
unnecessarily 

o No vaccine is 100% effective. Breakthrough cases occur for all vaccine-preventable conditions.   

o Approximately 51% of those in Washington state who are eligible to receive vaccines are 
considered fully vaccinated. As the percent of fully vaccinated people increases, we anticipate 
that the overall case, hospitalization and death counts across the state will begin to decline.   

• Vaccines provide protection: 

o Getting vaccinated saves lives and prevents severe illness and hospitalization. It also 
helps in reducing the spread of the virus in communities while supporting communities in 
remaining open.  

o More than 94% of all cases, deaths and hospitalizations in individuals 12 years or older 
from Washington state can be attributed to individuals who have not been fully vaccinated.    

o Unvaccinated individuals should get vaccinated and continue masking until they are fully 
vaccinated. With the emergence of the Delta variant as the dominant strain in Washington and 
the U.S., it is more urgent than ever to ensure that everyone who can, get vaccinated.    

o The nearly 4.4 million fully vaccinated Washingtonians have a very strong degree of protection 
against COVID-19 variants, including Delta. They are overwhelmingly avoiding severe illness.  

 

We must do everything in our power now to protect children heading back to school and ensure that 
businesses can stay open safely. 


