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For immediate release: May 12, 2021 (21-123)

Media contact: DOH Communications

Public inquiries: State COVID-19 Assistance Hotline, 1-800-525-0127

Everyone 12 and older now eligible for Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine

OLYMPIA – The Washington State Department of Health (DOH) has expanded 
COVID-19 vaccine eligibility to everyone 12 and older following recommendations 
that the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine is safe and extremely effective for 12 to 15-year-
olds.

Monday, the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) granted an emergency use 
authorization (EUA) amendment to expand the Pfizer vaccine to people 12 years 
and older. Tonight, the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) and 
Western States Scientific Safety Review Workgroup voted to recommend the 
vaccine for immediate use.

“Expanding eligibility to this younger age group protects our children and gives 
families peace of mind. It is the best step we can take as parents to ensure our kids 
remain in the classroom, can safely spend time with friends, and take part in sports 
and extracurricular activities,” said Umair A. Shah. MD, MPH. “Research continues 
to show this vaccine is safe and I am thrilled it is now an option for parents and their 
young teens.”

The two-dose vaccine has been authorized for people 16 and older since 
December. In March, Pfizer announced findings from its vaccine trial which found 
the vaccine to be safe and 100% effective for kids as young as 12. The company 
reported the vaccine produced an antibody response in children that exceeded 
those in earlier trials of older teens and young adults.

Although fewer children have been sick with COVID-19 compared to adults, children
can be infected with the virus, get sick, and spread the virus to others. Most children

• 5/10/21 FDA authorized Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine 
for ages 12-15, based on data showing a high degree of 
efficacy and safety of the vaccine in this age group.

• 5/13/21 ACIP affirmed decision, and Western States 
Scientific Safety Review Workgroup completed review and 
concluded safe and effective for youth aged 12-15.

• In addition – Pfizer recently announced plans to seek 
authorization for its vaccine for 2 to 11 year-olds this fall, 
and for children 6 months to 2 years old by end of 2021.

Full news release: www.doh.wa.gov/newsroom

• The updated fact sheets for providers and recipient and
caregivers can be found here.

• DOH webpage www.CovidVaccineWA.org

Everyone 12 and older now
eligible for Pfizer-BioNTech

COVID-19 vaccine

mailto:doh-pio@doh.wa.gov
http://www.doh.wa.gov/newsroom
http://www.covidvaccinewa.org/


• With changes to eligible age (Pfizer), storage and handling, 
coadministration, and contraindications – now is a good time to 
update standing orders

• You can utilize Immunization Action Coalition’s standing orders
templates found here:

https://www.immunize.org/standing-orders/
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Updating Standing Orders

https://www.immunize.org/standing-orders/


• CDC/ACIP announced vaccines can now be given without regard to timing 
of administration of other vaccines. People can now get the COVID-19
vaccine within 14 days of other vaccines, including on the same day.

(Applies to co-administration of vaccine for adults too, not only adolescents)
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• Considerations for COVID-19 Vaccination in Minors
https://www.doh.wa.gov/Emergencies/COVID19/HealthcareProviders/VaccineInformat
ionforHealthcareProviders/ToolkitandResources#minorconsent

Adolescent Vaccination – Related Updates

https://www.doh.wa.gov/Emergencies/COVID19/HealthcareProviders/VaccineInformationforHealthcareProviders/ToolkitandResources#minorconsent
https://www.doh.wa.gov/Emergencies/COVID19/HealthcareProviders/VaccineInformationforHealthcareProviders/ToolkitandResources#minorconsent


Source: Clinician Outreach and Communication Activity (COCA) Webinar 05/14/2021. Available at: https://emergency.cdc.gov/coca/ppt/2021/COCA_Call_Adolescent_FINAL_COMBINED.pdf. 
Accessed 05/17/2021.
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https://emergency.cdc.gov/coca/ppt/2021/COCA_Call_Adolescent_FINAL_COMBINED.pdf
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Pfizer 450 Dose Pack coming available June 1
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Pfizer Storage & Handling Change



Moderna vial will shift from a 10 dose vial to 14 dose vial in May.

Will there be a new NDC code for the 13-15 dose vial?
Yes, a new NDC code has been provided for the 13-15 dose vial and ancillary kit.

How will the existing and new Moderna vials be distinguished on the vial label?
Each vial is clearly marked as containing either a maximum of 11 doses or a maximum of 15 doses. The label 
for the maximum of 15 dose vial also has distinctive blue shading on the bottom half of the label.

How will the 10-11 dose vials phase out over time?
Moderna is planning to transition all manufacturing to the new vial during the month of May. During the 
month, awardees and partners will receive allocations that include quantities of both Moderna vaccine vials.
The proportion of existing Moderna NDC/new Moderna NDC in each awardee’s and partner’s allocation will 
evolve over the course of the transition period.

Are there materials and messages we can share with providers about these changes?
CDC clinical training and other materials are being updated to reflect the new guidance. These materials can be
accessed from the Moderna COVID-19 vaccine web page at Moderna COVID-19 Vaccine Information | CDC.
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Moderna packaging change

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/moderna/index.html


Does extraction of 15 doses require the use of low dead-volume syringes?
Moderna worked closely with CDC and United States Pharmacopeia (USP) to test combinations of 
available needle and syringe supplies to optimize the number of available doses. Results 
demonstrate that a combination of low dead-volume and non-low dead-volume syringes and 
needles may be required to consistently extract 11 and 15 doses from both vials addressed in the 
EUA. Given the worldwide limited supply of low dead-volume syringes and based on USP’s testing 
and ancillary supple kit quantities, vaccination sites should plan to reliably extract 10 doses from 
the current vial and 14 doses from the new larger volume vial using the supplies provided.

What should providers do if they are able to draw 15 doses per vial?
Ancillary kits for the larger-volume Moderna vial contain supplies to support the extraction of 14 
doses. A consistent draw of 15 doses per vial may result in insufficient ancillary supplies. If providers 
are able to consistently extract 15 doses from the vial, they should be prepared to support the 
additional doses with their available supplies. USG cannot provide supplies to withdraw a 15th dose. 
If a provider chooses to withdraw a 15th dose from the vial, USG cannot replace the supplies used or
provide additional syringes. Failure to extract a 15th dose does not result in reportable waste.
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Moderna packaging change



Source: Clinician Outreach and Communication Activity (COCA) Webinar 05/14/2021. Available at: https://emergency.cdc.gov/coca/ppt/2021/COCA_Call_Adolescent_FINAL_COMBINED.pdf. 
Accessed 05/17/2021.
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https://emergency.cdc.gov/coca/ppt/2021/COCA_Call_Adolescent_FINAL_COMBINED.pdf


Source: Clinician Outreach and Communication Activity (COCA) Webinar 05/14/2021. Available at: https://emergency.cdc.gov/coca/ppt/2021/COCA_Call_Adolescent_FINAL_COMBINED.pdf. 
Accessed 05/17/2021.
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Source: Clinician Outreach and Communication Activity (COCA) Webinar 05/14/2021. Available at: https://emergency.cdc.gov/coca/ppt/2021/COCA_Call_Adolescent_FINAL_COMBINED.pdf. 
Accessed 05/17/2021.
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Source: Clinician Outreach and Communication Activity (COCA) Webinar 05/14/2021. Available at: https://emergency.cdc.gov/coca/ppt/2021/COCA_Call_Adolescent_FINAL_COMBINED.pdf. 
Accessed 05/17/2021.
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https://emergency.cdc.gov/coca/ppt/2021/COCA_Call_Adolescent_FINAL_COMBINED.pdf


With the recent Pfizer vaccine age expansion to 12 to 15 year
olds, a major focus of ours has been on developing resources
for schools to help them promote vaccination.

Our vaccine toolkit for schools covers:
• Helpful resource links
• Sample school letters on Pfizer vaccine and school clinics
• An updated Vaccines 101 flyer for parents
• Specific FAQ content
• Sample social media and graphics

OSPI COVID Vaccine Toolkit for Schools

Washington State Department of Health | 19



1 2 3Resources Example Sample Letter Social Media

Some examples…
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The toolkit will be in multiple locations this week to make it easier to find.
The COVID Vaccine Provider Toolkit page
https://www.doh.wa.gov/Emergencies/COVID19/HealthcareProviders/VaccineInformat
ionforHealthcareProviders/ToolkitandResources
The COVID-19 resources and Recommendations page, in the school section
https://www.doh.wa.gov/Emergencies/COVID19/ResourcesandRecommendations#sch
ools
The School and Child Care Immunization page
https://www.doh.wa.gov/scci

Some materials, such as the sample letters, are also separately posted.
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How Do I Access the Toolkit?

https://www.doh.wa.gov/Emergencies/COVID19/HealthcareProviders/VaccineInformationforHealthcareProviders/ToolkitandResources
https://www.doh.wa.gov/Emergencies/COVID19/ResourcesandRecommendations#schools
https://www.doh.wa.gov/Emergencies/COVID19/ResourcesandRecommendations#schools
https://www.doh.wa.gov/scci


The new MyIRmobile.com website launched on Friday, May 14th

o Previous users of wa.MyIR.net will need to register for access to MyIRmobile
o These official certificates now serve as proof of vaccination in addition to the CDC

vax card received at time of administration:

MyIRmobile.com Launch
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https://myirmobile.com/


New flyers are available to promote MyIRmobile launch, and CDC vax card proper 
handling tips:

• QR code for MyIRmobile.com website

• Proper vaccination card (CDC vax card) 
handling tips

• Flyers, FAQs and more resources available
at LifeAfterVaccine.org
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MyIRmobile.com Launch

https://coronavirus.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2021-05/348-809-COVIDVaxCardFlyer.pdf
https://coronavirus.wa.gov/information-for/you-and-your-family/safer-gatherings/life-after-vaccine


CDC Three Week Allocation Projections
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Take every opportunity to vaccinate every eligible person
• As access to COVID-19 vaccine increases, it is important for providers to not miss any

opportunity to vaccinate every eligible person who presents at vaccine clinics.

Vaccine wastage may increase as the vaccine rollout continues because:
o more providers, including smaller provider sites, are now receiving vaccine,
o vial sizes for some vaccines have increased,
o vaccine vials may be opened without every dose being used

We recognize that as we continue to create more opportunities to vaccinate 
more people, it may increase the likelihood of leaving unused doses in a vial.
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Balancing Vaccination Opportunities and Wastage
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COVID19
Vaccine 
Ordering 
Reminders

• Updates:
• In an attempt to reduce waste in our state, and to assist with the increase

in transfers, we are utilizing the ‘Vaccine Advertisement’ feature in the 
WAIIS. This is a place where clinics can post their excess vaccine needing 
to be rehomed.

• On Friday the 7th, the 95% mandate was removed with the hopes this will 
increase participation from small practices.

• We have moved toward a model of asking providers to have up to two-
week supply on hand to avoid missed opportunities for vaccinations.

• On Friday the 14th the state made changes to the process to allow for
blended inventory. Each provider will have 1 order set. They will no 
longer need to distinguish the difference between booster and prime.
This assists with smaller practices to utilize larger quantities. Provider ’s 
offices will still be responsible for keeping the proper amount of vaccine
to make sure second doses can be offered as well.
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COVID19
Vaccine 
Ordering 
Reminders 
Continued

• Starting may 25th COVID vaccine ordering will be open in the IIS each week from 
Friday 12pm through Tuesday 5pm. Please only place orders within this
window. Orders placed outside this window will be automatically denied.

• Provider may receive emails from us that are asking you to clarify your COVID-19 
order. Please respond as soon as possible to those emails, no later than 
Wednesday mornings at 10am.
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Holiday-
Shipping
Schedule

Pfizer Direct Ship Vaccines
• No vaccine deliveries will occur on Monday, May

31
• If you need vaccine for clinics scheduled on the 

holiday weekendSubmit your orders early in the week (Mon/Tues) prior to 
Memorial Day
Moderna and J&J/Janssen Centrally Distributed
Vaccines
• No vaccine deliveries will occur on Monday,

May 31 or Tuesday, June 1 (you may receive
ancillary kits on Tuesday, June 1 for vaccine
orders arriving Wednesday, June 2)

• If you need vaccine for clinics scheduled on the
holiday weekend

Submit your orders early in the week (Mon/Tues) prior to
Memorial Day



Doses available to take


Doses your facility has available to transfer
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Vaccine Advertisement Preview



  Inventory Management

Additional resources available:
• COVID-19 Vaccine Provider Toolkit and Resources
• IIS Training Materials Portal and YouTube channel
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Resources for Managing COVID Vaccine in the IIS

Vaccine Ordering

• Guide: Vaccine Ordering &
Receiving

• Video: Vaccine Ordering
• Video: Vaccine Receiving
• Guide: Vaccine Transferring
• Video: Vaccine Transferring

• Guide: How to Search, Add,
Reconcile and Report Inventory

• Guide: Managing Inventory with
an Interface

• Guide: Troubleshooting Inventory
with the Patient Detail Report

https://www.doh.wa.gov/Emergencies/COVID19/HealthcareProviders/VaccineInformationforHealthcareProviders/ToolkitandResources
https://www.doh.wa.gov/ForPublicHealthandHealthcareProviders/HealthcareProfessionsandFacilities/DataReportingandRetrieval/ImmunizationInformationSystem/IISTrainingMaterials
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL82Z-swK0-4lKe1hI3spRI6vFY6nCq5iK
https://www.doh.wa.gov/Portals/1/Documents/Pubs/348-351-CreateSubmitVaccineOrder.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XNfgezFWQrk&amp;list=PL82Z-swK0-4lKe1hI3spRI6vFY6nCq5iK&amp;index=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZyKKh95OZ9w&amp;list=PL82Z-swK0-4lKe1hI3spRI6vFY6nCq5iK&amp;index=2
https://www.doh.wa.gov/Portals/1/Documents/1600/coronavirus/348-781-COVIDTransferRequestProcessinIIS.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dGGj5Kgm7do&amp;feature=youtu.be
https://www.doh.wa.gov/Portals/1/Documents/Pubs/348-648-SearchAddAdjustReportReconcileInventory.pdf
https://www.doh.wa.gov/Portals/1/Documents/Pubs/348-648-SearchAddAdjustReportReconcileInventory.pdf
https://www.doh.wa.gov/Portals/1/Documents/8200/348-610-ManagingInventoryWithInterface.pdf
https://www.doh.wa.gov/Portals/1/Documents/Pubs/348-527-QuickReferencePatientDetailReport.pdf
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• Information on how to get access: www.doh.wa.gov/WAIIS

• IIS Training Materials Portal: www.doh.wa.gov/trainingIIS

• IIS Help Desk: 1–800–325–5599 or WAIISHelpDesk@doh.wa.gov

• IIS Training Team: IIS.Training@doh.wa.gov

Resources and Contacts

http://www.doh.wa.gov/WAIIS
http://www.doh.wa.gov/trainingIIS
mailto:WAIISHelpDesk@doh.wa.gov
mailto:IIS.Training@doh.wa.gov


Questions?



@WADeptHealth

Jessica McKee, MPH
COVID-19 Vaccine Assurance and Accountability Supervisor

Prevention and Community Health

Jessica.mckee@doh.wa.gov

Contact Information

mailto:Jessica.mckee@doh.wa.gov


To request this document in another format, call 1-800-525-0127. Deaf or hard of 
hearing customers, please call 711 (Washington Relay) or email civil.rights@doh.wa.gov.

mailto:civil.rights@doh.wa.gov


Take every opportunity to vaccinate every eligible person
• As access to COVID-19 vaccine increases, it is important for providers to not miss any

opportunity to vaccinate every eligible person who presents at vaccine clinics.

Vaccine wastage may increase as the vaccine rollout continues because:
o more providers, including smaller provider sites, are now receiving vaccine,
o vial sizes for some vaccines have increased,
o vaccine vials may be opened without every dose being used

We recognize that as we continue to create more opportunities to vaccinate 
more people, it may increase the likelihood of leaving unused doses in a vial.
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Balancing Vaccination Opportunities and Wastage







https://action.lung.org/site/SSurvey;jsessionid=00000000.app30110a?NONCE_TOKEN=44F9CC4B4571E879285C7D49ED6F4511&ACTION_REQUIRED=URI_ACTION_USER_REQUESTS&SURVEY_ID=78409


Tribe 
and 

UIHP 
Updates

− Estimate what % of your community has 
decided not to get vaccinated or is “waiting”.

− Approximately how many primary doses will 
you be ordering next week?

− What resources would be helpful to you to 
get everyone in your community vaccinated?  
(be specific)
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