
 
 
From: DOH PCH Immunization Child Profile <OICP@doh.wa.gov>  
Sent: Friday, January 29, 2021 7:43 AM 
Subject: Guidance on COVID-19 vaccine dosage and product use 
Importance: High 
 

Dear COVID-19 Vaccine Provider, 

 

There has been some confusion over how to draw up and administer COVID-19 vaccine, so we want 

to make the guidance clear on two things: 

• A person’s first and second dose should be the same product (same brand of vaccine). 

• You cannot pool doses from multiple vials. A dose must come wholly from one vial. 

 

Matching first and second doses 

The Department of Health recommends that the same vaccine product be used for both doses. We 

do not recommend people mix COVID-19 products for their second vaccination. This is also the 

CDC’s guidance. They state, “these mRNA COVID-19 vaccines are not interchangeable with each 

other or with other COVID-19 vaccine products.” 

Here is some additional information: 
• There is no clinical data to support receiving a different vaccine product for the second dose, 

which means we don’t know if it is effective or what the vaccine side effects may be. 

• Please check every patient’s record to see what product they had for their first dose, and 

administer that same product for their second. When scheduling patients for their second 

appointment, make sure you will have the product they will need to receive. 

• In exceptional situations, like when the first dose vaccine product is not known or no longer 

available, any available COVID-19 vaccine may be given. A minimum space of 28 days is 

required between doses. In most cases, this exception does not apply. 

 

Do not pool doses 

As with other vaccines, you may not pool COVID-19 vaccine and diluent from multiple vials to make 

one dose. A dose must be fully drawn from one vial.  Accessing multiple vials to obtain one dose of a 

vaccine can create additional infection control risks for the individual receiving the vaccine.  It can 

also lead to cross-contamination of multiple vaccine bottles.  None of our current COVID-19 vaccines 

multi-dose vials contain preservatives which creates an even larger potential for contamination.   

 

Here is some additional information: 

• Doses must be from the same product and the same vial. 

• Even if the vials contain the same product, you cannot add solutions from different vaccine 

vials into one syringe to create a dose. 

• If you do not have enough vaccine left in a vial to make a complete dose, discard the vial 

and the syringe that was used for the partial draw.   

 

For more guidance, refer to this checklist of best practices for vaccination clinics. 
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