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MANDATE 

 

The Suquamish Tribal Council through adoption of Resolution #2020-104 mandates that facial 

coverings be worn on the Port Madison Indian Reservation in accordance with this guidance Policy. 

 

PURPOSE 

 

In agreement with the Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and the Washington State 

Department of Health Order of the Secretary of Health, 20-03, COVID-19 spreads mainly from 

person to person through respiratory droplets when infected people, many of whom do not 

exhibit COVID-19 symptoms, cough, sneeze, or talk, and evidence suggests that wearing a 

cloth face covering reduces an infected person's chance of spreading the infection to others and 

may protect uninfected persons from larger droplets from infected people around them.  
 

AUTHORITY 
 

The Mission of the Suquamish Tribe is to provide for the health, education and welfare of the Tribal 

members. To ensure this mission during the COVID-19 pandemic the Tribal Council exercises its 

authority, through Resolution #2020-103,  to issue this policy guidance on facial covering on the 

Port Madison Indian Reservation 
 

COVID – 19 HEALTH SAFETY GUIDANCE 
 

To help protect yourself and others against COVID-19:   

•  Wear a cloth face covering in public  

•  Wash your hands often with soap and water   

•  Wash your hands before you touch your eyes, nose, and mouth  

•  Wash your hands before and after you put on, take off, or adjust your face covering   

•  Stay six feet (or two meters) away from others who are not in your household  

•  Stay away from people who are sick  

•  Stay home when you are sick 
 

You must wear a face covering in all public spaces on the Port Madison Indian Reservation where 

social distancing cannot be maintained, including but not limited to:  
 

• Inside any Tribally owned buildings, including, but not limited to, any tribal 

business, that is open to the public; 

• Inside any business open to the public;  

• In healthcare settings, including, but not limited to, Human Services Department, 

Wellness Department and Health Benefits; 

• While in or on a Tribal Government owned boat with more than one (1) 

occupant; 

• While operating a Tribal Government owned vehicle with more than one (1) 

person; and  

• In outdoor public areas, including but not limited to Tribal owned and/or operated 

parks, trails, streets, sidewalks, lines for entry, exit, or service, and recreation 

areas, when a distance of at least six feet cannot be maintained from any non-

household member. 
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CIRCUMSTANCES FOR REMOVAL OF FACIAL COVERINGS 
 

• While seated at a restaurant or other establishment that offers food or beverage 

service, while they are eating or drinking, provided that they are able to maintain a 

distance of at least six feet from guests seated at other tables; 

• While engaged in indoor or outdoor exercise activities, such as walking, hiking, 

bicycling, or running, provided that a distance of at least six feet is maintained 

from non-household members, except that face covering requirements for 

individuals engaged in team sports activities; 

• While in an outdoor public area, provided that a distance of at least six feet is 

maintained from non-household members; 

• When any party to a communication is deaf or hard of hearing and not wearing a 

face covering is essential to communication; 

• While obtaining a service that requires temporary removal of the face covering; 

• While in your private residence; 

• While sleeping; 

• When necessary to confirm the individual's identity; and 

• When federal or state law prohibits wearing a face covering or requires the 

removal of a face covering. 
 

EXEMPTIONS FROM FACIAL COVERING GUIDANCE:  

 

• Children younger than five years old.  

o Children who are younger than two years old should never wear face 

coverings due to the risk of suffocation. 

o Children who are two, three, or four years old, with the assistance and close 

supervision of an adult, are strongly recommended to wear a face covering 

at all times in public settings, where it is likely that a distance of at least six 

feet cannot be maintained from non-household members and vulnerable 

people must go. 

• Persons with a medical condition, mental health condition, or  disability that 

prevents wearing a face covering. This includes, but is not limited to, persons with 

a medical condition for whom wearing a face covering could obstruct breathing or 

who are unconscious, incapacitated, or otherwise unable to remove a face covering 

without assistance. 

 

DEFINITION OF CLOTH FACE COVERING 

 

A cloth face covering is fabric that covers your nose and mouth. It can be: 

 

•  A sewn mask with ties or straps that go around the head or behind the ears  

•  Several layers of fabric tied around a person’s head   

•  Made from a variety of materials like cotton, fleece, or linen   

•  Factory-made or home-made  

 

A face covering also includes a mask or covering that provides a higher level of protection 

than a cloth face covering, such as an N95 or K95 mask, though people are generally 
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encouraged to use cloth face coverings to preserve access to these higher grade face 

coverings for health care and other professions and/or activity’s where they are most needed. 

 

Children in childcare and K-12 school may use face shields as an alternative to a cloth 

face covering. 

 

This guidance does not apply to persons who are detained by law enforcement. Suquamish 

Police Department, as part of its safety plan, have specific guidance on the wearing of face 

coverings or masks for both detained individuals and staff. 
 


