
NISQUALLY TRIBAL COUNCIL 

Resolution No. ____- 2020 

 

A Resolution for GUIDANCE FOR PHASED REOPENING FOR THE 

NISQUALLY COMMUNITY 

 

WHEREAS, the Nisqually Indian Tribe is the successor descendent entity of the Nisqually Nation 

signatory to the Treaty of Medicine Creek of 1854 (10 Stat. 1132), and unto this day has retained 

and maintained its Tribal identity, its governing body, and its sovereign powers; AND 

 

WHEREAS, the Nisqually Indian Tribe is a federally recognized American Indian Tribe 

organized under its governing Constitution and Bylaws approved by the U.S. Secretary of the 

Interior on September 9, 1946, pursuant to Section 16 of the Indian Reorganization Act, 25 

U.S.C. 476; AND 

 

WHEREAS, the Nisqually General Council is the duly constituted governing body of the 

Nisqually tribe, and the Nisqually Tribal Council the duly elected representative body of the 

Nisqually General Council by the authority of the Tribe’s Constitution and Bylaws, as amended; 

AND 

 

WHEREAS, the Nisqually Indian Tribe entered a State of Emergency on the Nisqually Indian 

Reservation on February 29, 2020 and executed a Shelter in Place Order on March 25, 2020 

effective through April 30, 2020; AND  

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the approved Medical Countermeasures Plan and Back to Work Protocol 

developed in coordination between the Public Health Officer, Tribal Leadership, and local public 

health experts; AND 

 

WHEREAS, the Nisqually Tribe has developed a phased approach to reopening the community 

based on public health expert recommendations, data and surveillance, and our capacity to 

respond and address this public health crisis long term;  

 

WHEREAS, the Nisqually Tribe is putting forth the following guidelines for phased reopening 

where each phase is a minimum of 3 weeks for surveillance and tracking. Phase 1 is entered as a 

result of downward trajectory of new cases, percent positive cases, and emergency department 

visits related to COVID-19 and we have put capacity and processes in place for testing and follow 

up. Phase 2 is entered when the trajectory continues downward and there is no evidence of a 

rebound or resurgence, we continue to have capacity for quick contact investigation, testing, and 

follow up. Phase 3 is entered when our resources and processes are ready for long term needs and 

quick response as cases are identified. Phase 4 will most likely be entered when vaccines are 

widely available and epidemiology indicates minimal risk for spread; AND 

 

WHEREAS, the first phase of this approach continues the Stay At Home Order but allows for 

limited programs and services that have lower risk for spreading the disease, like outdoor 

programs such as the Tribal garden, hatcheries, and shellfish operations to return. Strict public 

health measures continue to be in place requiring mask-wearing, screening, and other measures; 

AND 

 

WHEREAS, the second phase of this approach allows for small gatherings of less than 5 people 

and continues the public health measures such as social distancing, mask-wearing, and strict 

cleaning and hygiene practices. Many programs remain closed, staff who are able to will continue 

to work from home, and programs approved by the Public Health Officer gradually return once 

their procedures have been approved; AND 



 

WHEREAS, the third phase of this approach will allow gatherings of up to 50 people, including 

sports activities, and non-essential travel can resume. Programs approved by the Public Health 

Officer will return to the office, following strict guidelines for social distancing and sanitation. 

Public health measures such as screening, social distancing, and cleaning and hygiene practices 

continue. Work from home for those who can telecommute is still encouraged; AND 

  

WHEREAS, the fourth and final phase of this approach will involve resuming the majority of 

public interactions. Gatherings of more than 50 people will be allowed, but, until a vaccine is 

available, we must maintain social distancing. We will slowly enter a “new normal” with 

programs that are able to return safely. Even with a vaccine, we will still have to continue some 

social distancing practices and be able to swiftly test and respond; AND 
 

WHEREAS, each of these phases will be monitored closely. Based on data and surveillance, we 

may move between phases multiple times. The Public Health Officer will determine when we 

enter a new phase or even return to a previous one; AND 

 

NOW LET IT THEREFORE BE RESOLVED that the Tribal Council of the Nisqually Indian 

Tribe has approved the guidelines for this phased approach to strategic reopening; AND 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Tribal Council does hereby authorize the Public Health 

Officer to coordinate the phased reopening of the Nisqually Indian Tribe.   

 

 

CERTIFICATION 

We certify that the foregoing resolution was adopted at a regular meeting of the Nisqually 

Tribal Council held on  _______________, 2020, that a quorum was present, and that the 

resolution was adopted by a vote of ____ FOR, ____AGAINST, and ____ ABSTAINING. 

 

ATTEST 

_______________________________ _______________________________ 

Ellery Kenneth Choke, Chairman Jackie Whittington, Secretary Stephanie J. Scott, Secretary 

NISQUALLY INDIAN TRIBE NISQUALLY INDIAN TRIBE 


