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PRELUDE AND LIGHTING OF CANDLES 
RINGING OF BELL 
WELCOME 

The people of God stand. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for 
you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your 
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have 
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the 
sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us 
all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 

declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and 

of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

HYMN Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing! (ELW 385) 

 
 

GREETING (ELW p.184) 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 



KRYIE (ELW p.184) 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. 
O God of peace, you brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great shepherd of the 
sheep. By the blood of your eternal covenant, make us complete in everything good that we may do 
your will, and work among us all that is well-pleasing in your sight, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

The people of God are seated. 

 
 
 
 
 

FIRST READING: Acts 9:36-43 
Dorcas was a faithful and devoted woman of charity in the community of Joppa. Her kindness and her 
work with clothing were well-known, especially to the widows in town. When she fell ill and died, Peter 
raised her back to life through the power of prayer. 

A reading from Acts. 

36Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in Greek is Dorcas. She was 
devoted to good works and acts of charity. 37At that time she became ill and died. When they had 
washed her, they laid her in a room upstairs. 38Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, who heard 
that Peter was there, sent two men to him with the request, “Please come to us without delay.” 39So 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 



Peter got up and went with them; and when he arrived, they took him to the room upstairs. All the 
widows stood beside him, weeping and showing tunics and other clothing that Dorcas had made 
while she was with them. 40Peter put all of them outside, and then he knelt down and prayed. He 
turned to the body and said, “Tabitha, get up.” Then she opened her eyes, and seeing Peter, she sat 
up. 41He gave her his hand and helped her up. Then calling the saints and widows, he showed her to 
be alive. 42This became known throughout Joppa, and many believed in the Lord. 43Meanwhile he 
stayed in Joppa for some time with a certain Simon, a tanner. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 23 
Psalm 32 is a trust psalm 
 1The LORD is my shepherd; 
 I shall not be in want. 
2The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures 
 and leads me beside still waters. 
3You restore my soul, O LORD, 
 and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake. 
4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; 
 for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.  
5You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 
 you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 
6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 
 and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.  

SECOND READING: Revelation 7:9-17 
Christ is the shepherd who leads his faithful to springs of the water of life. Christ is also the lamb who 
vanquishes sin and suffering. 

A reading from Revelation. 

9After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, from 
all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in 
white, with palm branches in their hands. 10They cried out in a loud voice, saying, “Salvation belongs 
to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 

11And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and 
they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12singing, “Amen! Blessing and glory 
and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God forever and ever! 
Amen.” 

13Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in white, and where have they 
come from?” 14I said to him, “Sir, you are the one that knows.” Then he said to me, “These are they 
who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white in the 
blood of the Lamb. 

15For this reason they are before the throne of God, and worship him day and night within his temple, 
and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them. 16They will hunger no more, and thirst no 
more; the sun will not strike them, nor any scorching heat; 17for the Lamb at the center of the throne 
will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of the water of life, and God will wipe away 
every tear from their eyes.” 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

The people of God stand. 
 
 
 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (p.188) 

 

GOSPEL READING: John 10:22-30 
Jesus responds to questions about his identity with the remarkable claim that he and the Father are 
one. Those who understand this are his sheep; they hear his voice, follow, and will never be snatched 
from his hand. 

The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord. 

22At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was winter, 23and Jesus was 
walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon. 24So the Jews gathered around him and said to him, 
“How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.” 25Jesus answered, “I 
have told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my Father’s name testify to me; 26but 
you do not believe, because you do not belong to my sheep. 27My sheep hear my voice. I know them, 
and they follow me. 28I give them eternal life, and they will never perish. No one will snatch them out 
of my hand. 29What my Father has given me is greater than all else, and no one can snatch it out of 
the Father’s hand. 30The Father and I are one.” 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

The people of God are seated. 

SERMON           Pastor Phil Hougen 
The people of God stand.  

HYMN Have No Fear Little Flock (ELW 764)  

 

 



BLESSING OF WOMEN AND GIRLS 
Blessed are you, O Lord our God, creator of heaven and earth.  
We give thanks to you for all the women of faith who have done your will throughout the ages. 
We thank you for Rebekah, Leah, and Rachel,  
for Deborah and Esther, for Anna and Elizabeth, 
for Joanna and Susanna, for Lydia, Dorcas, and Phoebe, 
For Mary Magdalene, the first witness of the resurrection,  
and for Mary, the mother of our Lord. 

God of our ancestors, we ask your blessing upon the faithful women and girls of Bethany, our sisters 
and friends, our spouses and daughters, our grandmothers, and mothers. 

Men and Boys Only: Keep them steadfast in your Word.  Look with favor upon their lives in 
Christ. 

May they wait upon the Lord and renew their strength, soaring up with wings like eagles, running and 
not growing weary, walking, and not becoming faint, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 

NICENE CREED (ELW p.104) 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

 

 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of 
God’s creation. 

Each petition ends with, "Lord, in your mercy.” Those worshipping respond with, "Hear our prayer." 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  
And also with you. 

The people of God are seated. 

OFFERING 
We are grateful for your gifts, and they are needed to continue the work of the church. Options on 
ways to give are found on our website (www.wbbethany.org). Thank you! 

Offerings received are brought forward and placed on the altar as the hymn below is sung. 

The people of God stand. 

OFFERTORY HYMN Change My Heart, O God (ELW 801) 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with blessings. 
As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise 
you and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

http://www.wbbethany.org/


HYMN God Be with You Till We Meet Again (ELW 536) 

 

BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 

SENDING 
Go in peace. Share the good news! 
Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE 
 

OUR WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

Ministers of: Today May 15 

Music Jill Barnhart Jill Barnhart 

Proclamation (Lector) John Black Wayne Frauenholtz 

Christ’s Light (Acolytes) Jacob L. & Addy L.  

Minister of Technology  Chloe K. Alex P. 

Worship (Altar Care) Makayla Casper & Paula Casper Makayla Casper& Paula Casper 
 

 

   

Thank you for worshipping with us this morning! We invite you to join us 

again next Sunday at 9:30 AM. Blessings to you as you shine forth the 
light of Christ in the world this week! Thanks, and praise to God for 

everything you do in the name of Jesus Christ! 

 

If you are interested in learning more about Bethany Lutheran or 

interested in becoming a member, please contact Pastor Chad Whaley at 

319-643-5998 or email (pastor@wbbethany.org). If you would like to 
receive our monthly newsletter and email updates, please send your 

email address to our Administrative Assistant Paula Casper 
(blcsecretary@lcom.net). 
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May is the time of transition from fall/winter to spring/summer at the HOPE 

CHEST.  We are now accepting new or gently used SPRING/SUMMER clothing 

and athletic shoes for all ages. We do not have the space to accept other 
season clothing.  THANK YOU to all who continue to support the Hope Chest 

and its mission to serve those in need. 
                                               
 

BOOK STUDY OPPORTUNITY 
 

Are you interested in taking a closer look at Simon Peter, one of Jesus’ first and 
closest disciples, as we read and study the book Simon Peter Flawed and Faithful 

Disciple by Adam Hamilton (Abingdon Press). This excerpt is taken from the 
book, “He was not rich or educated, but was familiar with hard work. He was 

quick-tempered and impetuous but possessed a passion that would change the 
world. He left everything to follow his teacher yet struggled with doubt and 

fear.” If you are interested in participating in this study, please contact Pastor 
Chad (pastor@wbbethany.org) by May 15th and we will attempt to find the best 

time to gather for this six-week study. 

Thank you for your financial gifts to sustain our ministry 
needs. We are so grateful for your generosity and 

faithfulness! A reminder you can give multiple ways that are 
further explained on our website at the link below or via 

scanning the QR code to the right. 
 

https://tinyurl.com/ytpbtydx   
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