
 John 21:1-19 (NSRV) 

 
The risen Christ appears again to his disciples by 
the sea where they were first called. After echoes 
of the fishing and feeding miracles, he gives a 
final reminder of the cost of a disciple’s love and 
obedience. 
1After [he appeared to his followers in Jerusa-
lem,] Jesus showed himself again to the disciples 
by the Sea of Tiberias; and he showed himself in 
this way. 2Gathered there together were Simon 
Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of Ca-
na in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two oth-
ers of his disciples. 3Simon Peter said to them, “I 
am going fishing.” They said to him, “We will go 
with you.” They went out and got into the boat, 
but that night they caught nothing. 
 4Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the 
beach; but the disciples did not know that it was 
Jesus. 5Jesus said to them, “Children, you have 
no fish, have you?” They answered him, 
“No.” 6He said to them, “Cast the net to the right 
side of the boat, and you will find some.” So they 
cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in 
because there were so many fish. 7That disciple 
whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” 
When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he 
put on some clothes, for he was naked, and 
jumped into the sea. 8But the other disciples 
came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for 
they were not far from the land, only about a hun-
dred yards off. 
 9When they had gone ashore, they saw a char-
coal fire there, with fish on it, and bread. 10Jesus 
said to them, “Bring some of the fish that you 
have just caught.” 11So Simon Peter went 
aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large 
fish, a hundred fifty-three of them; and though 
there were so many, the net was not 
torn. 12Jesus said to them, “Come and have 
breakfast.” Now none of the disciples dared to 
ask him, “Who are you?” because they knew it 
was the Lord. 13Jesus came and took the bread 
and gave it to them, and did the same with the 
fish. 14This was now the third time that Jesus ap-
peared to the disciples after he was raised from 
the dead. 
 15When they had finished breakfast, Jesus 
said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you 
love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, 
Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to 
him, “Feed my lambs.” 16A second time he said 

to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” 
He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love 
you.” Jesus said to him, “Tend my sheep.” 17He 
said to him the third time, “Simon son of John, 
do you love me?” Peter felt hurt because he 
said to him the third time, “Do you love me?” 
And he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; 
you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, 
“Feed my sheep. 18Very truly, I tell you, when 
you were younger, you used to fasten your own 
belt and to go wherever you wished. But when 
you grow old, you will stretch out your hands, 
and someone else will fasten a belt around you 
and take you where you do not wish to go.” 19
(He said this to indicate the kind of death by 
which he would glorify God.) After this he said to 
him, “Follow me.” 

John 21:1-19 (The Message) 

21 1-3 After this, Jesus appeared again to the 
disciples, this time at the Tiberias Sea (the Sea 
of Galilee). This is how he did it: Simon Peter, 
Thomas (nicknamed “Twin”), Nathanael from 
Cana in Galilee, the brothers Zebedee, and two 
other disciples were together. Simon Peter an-
nounced, “I’m going fishing.” 
3-4 The rest of them replied, “We’re going with 
you.” They went out and got in the boat. They 
caught nothing that night. When the sun came 
up, Jesus was standing on the beach, but they 
didn’t recognize him. 
5 Jesus spoke to them: “Good morning! Did 
you catch anything for breakfast?” 
They answered, “No.” 
6 He said, “Throw the net off the right side of 
the boat and see what happens.” 
They did what he said. All of a sudden there 
were so many fish in it, they weren’t strong 
enough to pull it in. 
7-9 Then the disciple Jesus loved said to Peter, 
“It’s the Master!” 
When Simon Peter realized that it was the 
Master, he threw on some clothes, for he was 
stripped for work, and dove into the sea. The 
other disciples came in by boat for they weren’t 
far from land, a  
hundred yards or so, pulling along the net full 
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Prayer of Day—  

Eternal and all-merciful God, with all the angels 
and all the saints we laud your majesty and 
might. By the resurrection of your Son, show 
yourself to us and inspire us to follow Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.  

of fish. When they got out of the boat, they saw 
a fire laid, with fish and bread cooking on it. 
10-11 Jesus said, “Bring some of the fish you’ve 
just caught.” Simon Peter joined them and 
pulled the net to shore—153 big fish! And even 
with all those fish, the net didn’t rip. 
12 Jesus said, “Breakfast is ready.” Not one of 
the disciples dared ask, “Who are you?” They 
knew it was the Master. 
13-14 Jesus then took the bread and gave it to 
them. He did the same with the fish. This was 
now the third time Jesus had shown himself 
alive to the disciples since being raised from the 
dead. 
Do You Love Me? 
15 After breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, 
“Simon, son of John, do you love me more than 
these?” 
“Yes, Master, you know I love you.” 
Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.” 
16 He then asked a second time, “Simon, son of 
John, do you love me?” 
“Yes, Master, you know I love you.” 
Jesus said, “Shepherd my sheep.” 
17-19 Then he said it a third time: “Simon, son 
of John, do you love me?” 
Peter was upset that he asked for the third time, 
“Do you love me?” so he answered, “Master, 
you know everything there is to know. You’ve 
got to know that I love you.” 
Jesus said, “Feed my sheep. I’m telling you the 
very truth now: When you were young you 
dressed yourself and went wherever you 
wished, but when you get old you’ll have to 
stretch out your hands while someone else 
dresses you and takes you where you don’t 
want to go.” He said this to hint at the kind of 
death by which Peter would glorify God. And 
then he commanded, “Follow me.” 

 
 
Scripture taken from The Message. Copyright © 
1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 2000, 2001, 2002. Used by 
permission of NavPress Publishing Group."  
 
 
 
 

 

John 21:1-19 (The Message) cont.. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84190438078?pwd=dklHWDdRMkdlN0JoVFBQVmN0K01GUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84190438078?pwd=dklHWDdRMkdlN0JoVFBQVmN0K01GUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84190438078?pwd=dklHWDdRMkdlN0JoVFBQVmN0K01GUT09

