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PRELUDE AND LIGHTING OF CANDLES 
RINGING OF BELL 
WELCOME 
 
 
 

 

The people of God stand. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for 
you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your 
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have 
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the 
sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us 
all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 

declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and 

of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

HYMN This Joyful Eastertide (ELW 391) See next page. 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 



 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

KRYIE (ELW p.184) See next page. 



 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. 
Eternal and all-merciful God, with all the angels and all the saints we laud your majesty and might. By 
the resurrection of your Son, show yourself to us and inspire us to follow Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

The people of God are seated. 
 

 
 
 
 

FIRST READING: Acts 9:1-6 
Saul (later called Paul) was an ardent persecutor of all who followed the Way of Christ. This reading 
recounts the story of his transformation beginning with an encounter with Jesus Christ on the way to 
Damascus. 

A reading from Acts. 

1Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest 2and 
asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any who belonged to the 
Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 3Now as he was going along and 
approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 4He fell to the ground and 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 



heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” 5He asked, “Who are you, 
Lord?” The reply came, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 6But get up and enter the city, and 
you will be told what you are to do.” 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM: 30 
Psalm 30 is a song of thanksgiving. 
1I will exalt you, O LORD, because you have lifted me up 
 and have not let my enemies triumph over me. 
2O LORD my God, I cried out to you, 
 and you restored me to health. 
3You brought me up, O LORD, from the dead; 
 you restored my life as I was going down to the grave. 
4Sing praise to the LORD, all you faithful; 
 give thanks in holy remembrance.  
5God’s wrath is short; God’s favor lasts a lifetime. 
 Weeping spends the night, but joy comes in the morning. 
6While I felt secure, I said, 
 “I shall never be disturbed. 
7You, LORD, with your favor, made me as strong as the mountains.” 
 Then you hid your face, and I was filled with fear. 
8I cried to you, O LORD; 
 I pleaded with my Lord, saying, 
9“What profit is there in my blood, if I go down to the pit? 
 Will the dust praise you or declare your faithfulness? 
10Hear, O LORD, and have mercy upon me; 
 O LORD, be my helper.”  
11You have turned my wailing into dancing; 
 you have put off my sackcloth and clothed me with joy. 
12Therefore my heart sings to you without ceasing; 
 O LORD my God, I will give you thanks forever.  

SECOND READING: Revelation 5:11-14 
The vision of John recorded in Revelation offers a glimpse of cosmic worship around the throne. At its 
center is “the Lamb who was slain.” 

A reading from Revelation. 

11Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels surrounding the throne and the living creatures 
and the elders; they numbered myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands, 12singing with full 
voice, “Worthy is the Lamb that was slaughtered to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might 
and honor and glory and blessing!” 13Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under 
the earth and in the sea, and all that is in them, singing, “To the one seated on the throne and to the 
Lamb be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever!” 14And the four living creatures 
said, “Amen!” And the elders fell down and worshiped. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

The people of God stand. 
 

 

 

 

 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p.188) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

GOSPEL READING: John 21:1-19 
The risen Christ appears again to his disciples by the sea where they were first called. After echoes 
of the fishing and feeding miracles, he gives a final reminder of the cost of a disciple’s love and 
obedience. 

The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord. 

1After [he appeared to his followers in Jerusalem,] Jesus showed himself again to the disciples by the 
Sea of Tiberias; and he showed himself in this way. 2Gathered there together were Simon Peter, 
Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his 
disciples. 3Simon Peter said to them, “I am going fishing.” They said to him, “We will go with you.” 
They went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. 

4Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did not know that it was 
Jesus. 5Jesus said to them, “Children, you have no fish, have you?” They answered him, “No.” 6He 
said to them, “Cast the net to the right side of the boat, and you will find some.” So they cast it, and 
now they were not able to haul it in because there were so many fish. 7That disciple whom Jesus 
loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on some 
clothes, for he was naked, and jumped into the sea. 8But the other disciples came in the boat, 
dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from the land, only about a hundred yards off. 

9When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on it, and bread. 10Jesus said 
to them, “Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.” 11So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled 
the net ashore, full of large fish, a hundred fifty-three of them; and though there were so many, the 
net was not torn. 12Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” Now none of the disciples dared 
to ask him, “Who are you?” because they knew it was the Lord. 13Jesus came and took the bread and 
gave it to them and did the same with the fish. 14This was now the third time that Jesus appeared to 
the disciples after he was raised from the dead. 

15When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love me 
more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my 
lambs.” 16A second time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, 
Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Tend my sheep.” 17He said to him the third time, 
“Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter felt hurt because he said to him the third time, “Do you 
love me?” And he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to 
him, “Feed my sheep. 18Very truly, I tell you, when you were younger, you used to fasten your own 
belt and to go wherever you wished. But when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands, and 
someone else will fasten a belt around you and take you where you do not wish to go.” 19(He said this 
to indicate the kind of death by which he would glorify God.) After this he said to him, “Follow me.” 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

The people of God are seated. 



SERMON 
The people of God stand. 

HYMN We Who Once Were Dead (ELW 495) 

 
 

 

PRESENTATION OF BIBLES 

NICENE CREED (ELW P.104) 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of 
God’s creation. 

Each petition ends with, "Lord, in your mercy.” Those worshipping respond with, "Hear our prayer." 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

The people of God are seated. 
OFFERING 
We are grateful for your gifts, and they are needed to continue the work of the church. For those 
worshipping online please visit our website (www.wbbethany.org) and click on the blue "Give Now" 
button on the home page. Thank you! 

The people of God stand as the offering is brought forward. 

HYMN Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful (ELW 184)  

 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with blessings. 
As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise 
you and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

http://www.wbbethany.org/


It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 
the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; 
who in dying has destroyed death, 
and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 
with earth and sea and all their creatures, 
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

The people of God are seated. 

COMMUNION 
Communion today will be distributed around the altar. The cups in the center of the tray contain white 
grape juice. All other cups are wine. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 

 



All gathered who believe Jesus Christ is their Lord and Savior are invited to come to Holy 
Communion with repentant hearts believing that Christ forgives our sins and guides our lives. 
Strengthened, forgiven, and nourished through this meal the Spirit sends us forth in service and to 
proclaim the good news of Christ’s love. Children and adults who do not take communion may come 
forward for a blessing. 

HYMNS DURING COMMUNION 
Lamb of God (ELW p.191)  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bread of Life from Heaven (ELW 474) 

 

 



Here is Bread (ELW 483) 

 

 

 

The people of God stand. 
BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer darkness, water to 
give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses to your Son’s 
resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
Amen. 

 

 

BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 

HYMN Christ the Lord Is Risen Today, Alleluia! (ELW 369) See next page. 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 



 

SENDING 
Go in peace beloved and precious saints! Proclaim the good news, Christ is risen!  
Alleluia! Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE 

Thank you for worshipping with us. Please join us for fellowship and refreshments in the Great Hall.  

OUR WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

Ministers of: Today May 8 

Music Jill Barnhart Jill Barnhart 

Proclamation (Lector) Jon Twing John Black 

Christ’s Light (Acolytes) Alexa Fitzgerald 

Brennan Esbeck 

Jacob Langley 

Addison Langley 

Minister of Technology  Cole C. & Tate F. Chloe K. 

Worship (Altar Care) Makayla & Paula Casper Makayla & Paula Casper 
 

 
  

Thank you for worshipping with us this morning! We invite you to join 

us again next Sunday at 9:30 AM. Blessings to you as you shine forth 
the light of Christ in the world this week! Thanks, and praise to God 

for everything you do in the name of Jesus Christ! 

If you are interested in learning more about Bethany Lutheran or interested 
in becoming a member, please contact Pastor Chad Whaley at 319-643-5998 

or email (pastor@wbbethany.org).If you would like to receive our monthly 
newsletter and email updates, please send your email address to our 
Administrative Assistant Paula Casper (blcsecretary@lcom.net). 
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BOOK STUDY OPPORTUNITY 
 

Are you interested in taking a closer look at Simon Peter, one of Jesus’ first and closest 

disciples, as we read and study the book Simon Peter Flawed and Faithful Disciple by 
Adam Hamilton (Abingdon Press). This excerpt is taken from the book, “He was not rich 
or educated, but was familiar with hard work. He was quick-tempered and impetuous 

but possessed a passion that would change the world. He left everything to follow his 
teacher yet struggled with doubt and fear.” If you are interested in participating in this 

study, please contact Pastor Chad (pastor@wbbethany.org) by May 15th and we will 
attempt to find the best time to gather for this six-week study. 

Let’s go for a hike. In his April Newsletter Article Pastor Chad reflected on the 
beginning of a potential hiking ministry. If interested, join him for a short walk 
through the prairies of the Herbert Hoover Presidential Library and Museum this 

afternoon at 4:00 PM. We will walk the trail together and then convene for a 
short time of devotion, prayer, and discussion about future hikes. We will 

gather at the shelter house within the park. 

mailto:pastor@wbbethany.org
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