
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Sunday, January 9,2021 

Baptism of Our Lord 

Bethany Lutheran Church (ELCA) 

 

 
 
 



PRELUDE AND LIGHTING OF CANDLES 
RINGING OF BELL 
WELCOME 

The people of God stand. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for 
you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your 
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have 
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the 
sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us 
all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 

declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and 

of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

HYMN Songs of Thankfulness and Praise (ELW 310) 

 



GREETING (ELW p.184) 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

O come, let us sing to the LORD; 
let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! 
Let us come into God’s presence with thanksgiving; 
let us make a joyful noise to the LORD with songs of praise. (Psalm 95:1-2) 

KRYIE (ELW p.184) 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. 
Almighty God, you anointed Jesus at his baptism with the Holy Spirit and revealed him as your 
beloved Son. Keep all who are born of water and the Spirit faithful in your service, that we may rejoice 
to be called children of God, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

The people of God are seated. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 43:1-7 
Near the end of Israel’s exile in Babylon, God promises to bring the people home. They need no 
longer be afraid, because the one who formed, created, and called them by name now redeems them 
from all their enemies. God declares them precious and honored, and God loves them. 

A reading from Isaiah. 

1But now thus says the LORD, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel: Do not 
fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine. 

2When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not 
overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume 
you. 3For I am the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. I give Egypt as your ransom, 
Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you. 

4Because you are precious in my sight, and honored, and I love you, I give people in return for you, 
nations in exchange for your life. 5Do not fear, for I am with you; I will bring your offspring from the 
east, and from the west I will gather you; 6I will say to the north, “Give them up,” and to the south, “Do 
not withhold; bring my sons from far away and my daughters from the end of the earth— 7everyone 
who is called by my name, whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and made.” 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 29 
Psalm 29 is a hymn of praise. 
Ascribe to the LORD, you gods, 
 ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 
2Ascribe to the LORD the glory due God’s name; 
 worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness. 
3The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; 
 the God of glory thunders; the LORD is upon the mighty waters. 
4The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice; 
 the voice of the LORD is a voice of splendor.  
5The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees; 
 the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon; 
6the LORD makes Lebanon skip like a calf, 
 and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. 
7The voice of the LORD 
 bursts forth in lightning flashes. 
8The voice of the LORD| shakes the wilderness; 
 the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.  
9The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare. 
 And in the temple of the LORD all are crying, “Glory!” 
10The LORD sits enthroned above the flood; 
 the LORD sits enthroned as king forevermore. 
11O LORD, give strength to your people; 
 give them, O LORD, the blessings of peace.  

SECOND READING: Acts 8:14-17 
Peter and John are sent to support the new Christians in Samaria, a group that was recently baptized 
after hearing the good news of Christ through the preaching of Philip. Here the Samaritans receive 
the gift of the Holy Spirit in the laying on of hands. 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 



A reading from Acts. 

14Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, they sent 
Peter and John to them. 15The two went down and prayed for them that they might receive the Holy 
Spirit 16(for as yet the Spirit had not come upon any of them; they had only been baptized in the name 
of the Lord Jesus). 17Then Peter and John laid their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

The people of God stand. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

GOSPEL READING: Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 
The reading opens with questions about the identity of the Messiah. John the Baptist insists that he is 
not the Messiah; instead he points ahead to one who is coming. And whether the voice of God was 
heard by all or only by Jesus, God settles the matter: Jesus is God’s beloved Son. 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

15As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John, 
whether he might be the Messiah, 16John answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you with water; 
but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He 
will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing 
floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 

21Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was praying, 
the heaven was opened, 22and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a 
voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

The people of God are seated. 

SERMON           

 

 

 

 

 



The people of God stand. 
 

HYMN Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized (ELW 304) 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of 
God’s creation. 

Each petition ends with, "Lord, in your mercy.” Those worshipping respond with, "Hear our prayer." 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  
And also with you. 

The people of God are seated. 



OFFERING 
We are grateful for your gifts and they are needed to continue the work of the church. Options on 
ways to give are found on our website (www.wbbethany.org). Thank you! 

Offerings received are brought forward and placed on the altar as the hymn below is sung. 

The people of God stand. 

OFFERTORY HYMN Change My Heart, O God (ELW 801) 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us 
with the gifts of ourselves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have 
gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
 
 

http://www.wbbethany.org/


HYMN In Christ Called to Baptize (ELW 575) See next page. 

 

BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 

SENDING 
You are loved! Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE 
 

OUR WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

Ministers of: Today January 16 

Music Jill Barnhart Jill Barnhart 

Proclamation (Lector) Beth Kaufman Jeni Schiele 

Christ’s Light (Acolytes)   

Minister of Technology  Miley S. & Paula C. Cole C. & Tate F. 

Worship (Altar Care) Patsy Ernst & Paula Casper Patsy Ernst & Paula Casper 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Thank you for worshipping with us this morning! We invite you to join us 
again next Sunday at 9:30 AM. Blessings to you as you shine forth the 
light of Christ in the world this week! Thanks, and praise to God for 

everything you do in the name of Jesus Christ! 

 

Join us every Monday at noon for a 30-minute discussion about the upcoming 
Sunday gospel reading. We gather via Zoom Meeting so join at home or work 
while on your lunch break. If interested, contact Pastor Chad at 

pastor@wbbethany.org and the Zoom invitation will be forwarded to you. The 
gospel for Sunday, November 21 John 18:33-37. 

If you are interested in learning more about Bethany Lutheran or 
interested in becoming a member, please contact Pastor Chad Whaley at 

319-643-5998 or email (pastor@wbbethany.org). 
If you would like to receive our monthly newsletter and email updates, 

please send your email address to our Administrative Assistant Paula 
Casper (blcsecretary@lcom.net). 

 

This is to inform you of the upcoming Bethany Lutheran Church Annual 
Meeting January 23, 2022 at 10:30 AM. 

We are planning to gather in persona as well as online for those unable to 
gather in person. We are continuing to work out the logistics of meeting in 
this manner and will keep you updated on any future modifications or 
additional information. Your participation is greatly appreciated. Please note 
that our constitution states we must have 30 voting members present to 
have a quorum.  

Additionally, a “voting” member is defined as:  

C8.02.c Voting members are confirmed members. Such confirmed 
members, during the current or preceding calendar year, shall have 
communed in this congregation and shall have made a contribution of 
record to this congregation.  

Thank you and please prayerfully consider where God may be calling you to 
service within Christ’s church here at Bethany Lutheran. May God’s peace 
be with you!  

Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. 
All rights reserved. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license # 
SB135727.  
Christ, When for us You Were Baptized  (ELW 304); Text © 1985 Church 
Pension fund, admin, Church Publishing Incorporated. Used by permission 
under OneLicense.net A-726405 streaming license. 
Change My Heart, O God (ELW 801); Text and Music © 1982 
Mercy/Vineyard Publishing, admin. Music Services. Used by permission 
under OneLicense.net A-726405 streaming license. 
In Christ Called to Baptize (ELW 575); Text © 1995 Pilgrim Press. All 
rights reserved. Used by permission under OneLicense.net A-726405 
streaming license. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian 
Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United 
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 
 You are Loved!!! 
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