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PRELUDE AND LIGHTING OF CANDLES 
RINGING OF BELL 
WELCOME 

Those gathered are invited to respond with the bold printed words. 

PRAYER AND LIGHTING OF ADVENT CANDLE  
Let us pray. 
We praise you, O God, for this circle of light that marks our days of preparation for Christ’s advent. As 
we light the candles on this wreath, kindle within us a fire of your Spirit, that we may be light shining in 
the darkness. Enlighten us with your grace, that we may welcome others as you have welcomed us. 
Grant this through Christ our Lord, whose coming is certain and whose day draws near. Amen. 

HYMN DURING LIGHTING OF ADVENT CANDLE 
Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah ELW 240  

 
The assembly stands. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

whose forgiveness is sure and whose steadfast love endures forever. 
Amen. 
Together let us honestly and humbly confess  
that we have not lived as God desires. 
Amen. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
Loving and forgiving God,  
we confess that we are held captive by sin. 
In spite of our best efforts, we have gone astray. 
We have not always welcomed the stranger; 
we have not always loved our neighbor; 
we have not always been Christ to one another. 
Restore us, O God. 
Wake us up and turn us from our sin. 
Renew us each day in the light of Christ. Amen. 
People of God, hear this glad news: 
by God’s endless grace 
your sins are forgiven, and you are free— 
free from all that holds you back 
and free to live in the peaceable realm of God. 
May you be strengthened in God’s love, 

☩ Comforted by Christ’s peace, 

and accompanied with the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 



GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. 
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us from the sin 
that binds us, that we may receive you in joy and serve you always, for you live and reign with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

The assembly is seated. 

 
 
 
 

FIRST READING: Micah 5:2-5a 
The prophet Micah, having pronounced judgment upon Judah, speaks of a future shepherd-king who, 
like David, will come from the small town of Bethlehem. (Ephrathah refers to the area around 
Bethlehem.) This king will restore Israel and bring peace. New Testament writers understood this 
passage to be referring to Jesus. 

A reading from Micah. 

2But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you shall come 
forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient days. 3Therefore he 
shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has brought forth; then the rest of his 
kindred shall return to the people of Israel. 4And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of 
the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. And they shall live secure, for now he shall 
be great to the ends of the earth; 5aand he shall be the one of peace. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

READING: Hebrews 10:5-10 
The author of Hebrews uses the image of religious sacrifice to convey the significance of Christ’s 
coming. Through obedient acceptance of God’s will, Christ allows his own body to become the 
greatest sacrifice of all, one through which we are made a holy people. 

5Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, “Sacrifices and offerings you have not 
desired, but a body you have prepared for me; 6in burnt offerings and sin offerings you have taken no 
pleasure. 7Then I said, ‘See, God, I have come to do your will, O God’ (in the scroll of the book it is 
written of me).” 8When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and 
offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according to the law), 9then he 
added, “See, I have come to do your will.” He abolishes the first in order to establish the 
second. 10And it is by God’s will that we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of 
Jesus Christ once for all. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

The assembly stands. 

 

 

 

 

 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p.205)  

 

GOSPEL READING  Luke 1:39-45 
Elizabeth, John’s mother, and Mary, the mother of Jesus, are two women filled with the Holy Spirit 
and with faith. In Elizabeth’s inspired greeting and Mary’s song of praise we hear of a saving God 
who remembers, scatters, lifts up, and fulfills all things. 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

39In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, 40where she 
entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the 
child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42and exclaimed with a loud 
cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. 43And why has this 
happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? 44For as soon as I heard the sound of 
your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. 45And blessed is she who believed that there 
would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.” 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

GATHERING HYMN O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (ELW 257, verses 1-4) 

 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of 
God’s creation. 

Each petition ends with, "Lord, in your mercy.” Those worshipping respond with, "Hear our prayer." 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

The assembly is seated. 

OFFERING 
We are grateful for your gifts and they are needed to continue the work of the church. Options on 
ways to give are found on our website (www.wbbethany.org). Thank you! 

Offerings received are brought forward and placed on the altar as the assembly stands and sings the 
offertory hymn. 

OFFERTORY HYMN Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful (ELW 184) 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and with them our 
very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in need until the coming of 
your Son, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 

http://www.wbbethany.org/


It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and 
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted your 
people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things new in the day 
when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 



WELCOMING TO HOLY COMMUNION 
Today this community of faith rejoices with Addison, Hallie, and Brennan who join in sharing the meal 
of Holy Communion. 

In the sacrament of Holy Baptism, we are welcomed into the body of Christ and sent to share in the 
mission of God. In the sacrament of Holy Communion, God unites us in Jesus Christ and nourishes 
us for that mission. Living among God’s faithful people, we are strengthened by God’s word and this 
Holy Supper to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, to serve all people, 
following the example of Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth. 

Let us welcome Addison, Hallie, and Brennan to the sacrament of Holy Communion. 
Welcome to the Lord’s Table. We pray that you will find joy and strength in this meal, until we 
feast forever at God’s heavenly banquet. 

The assembly is seated. 

COMMUNION 
Communion today will be distributed in a continuous line. The cups in the center of the tray contain 
white grape juice. All other cups are wine. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 

All gathered who believe Jesus Christ is their Lord and Savior are invited to come to Holy 
Communion with repentant hearts believing that Christ forgives our sins and guides our lives. 
Strengthened, forgiven, and nourished through this meal the Spirit sends us forth in service and to 
proclaim the good news of Christ’s love. Children and adults who do not take communion may come 
forward for a blessing. 

COMMUNION HYMNS 

O Little Town of Bethlehem (ELW 279) 

 

 



Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn (ELW 242) 

 

BLESSING 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of this gift 
of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward 
one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
 



BLESSING 
The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting, 

the long-expected ☩ Savior fill you with love, 

the unexpected Spirit guide your journey, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 

As the assembly sings the hymn below, the youth take their places in preparation for the program. 

HYMN Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus (ELW 254) 

 

 

Youth Christmas Program: The Party 

Hymns during the program are found on the next page. You will be prompted when to sing.  

A Bible passage from Luke 2:1-14 will be read during the program and is found below. 

In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire Roman 
world. And everyone went to their own town to register.  

So, Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of 
David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. He went there to register with Mary, who 
was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came 
for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and 
placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for them.  

And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. An 
angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 
terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy 
for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the 
Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”  

Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, 
“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” When the 
angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to 
Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 

 



Hark! The Herald Angels Sing (ELW 270) 

 

 

 

 



Away in a Manger (ELW 277) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Silent Night, Holy Night! (ELW 281) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please join us for cake and refreshments in the Great Hall. 

Bethany’s Youth Christmas Program 2021 

“The Party” 
 

Cast 

Aizlyn Marsh, Arik Marsh, Alexa Fitzgerald, Hallie Fitzgerald, 

Shelby Klabo, Brennan Esbeck, Jacob Langley, Addison Langley 

 



OUR WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

Ministers of: Today December 24 

Music Jill Barnhart Jill Barnhart 

Proclamation (Lector) Jon Twing Dave Bahnsen/Jill Barnhart 

Christ’s Light (Acolytes)   

Minister of Technology  Alex P. Paula Casper 

Worship (Altar Care) Patsy Ernst & Paula Casper Patsy Ernst & Paula Casper 

 

 

            

 

Join us for our Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship at 5:00 

and 8:00 PM. Both services will include the sacrament of Holy 

Communion. The 5:00 PM service will be streamed via 
Facebook to view live or watched later. 
 

 

Today this community of faith rejoices with Addison Langley, Haley 
Fitzgerald and Brennan Esbeck who join in sharing the meal of Holy 

Communion. 

 

Lutheran Disaster Response – Tornado Relief 
 

Lutheran Disaster Response brings God’s hope, healing, and renewal to people whose lives have been disrupted by 
disasters in the United States and around the world. 

On the night of Dec. 10, a devastating outbreak of more than 30 tornadoes swept through six states. Kentucky was 
impacted the most, with more than 70 people reported dead. Homes and businesses were destroyed, including a 
candle factory in Mayfield, Ky., where first responders are still searching for survivors. More than 330,000 people are 
without electricity across multiple states. The full extent of the damage is expected to become clear in the coming 
days. 

Lutheran Disaster Response is engaging with partners in the affected areas, including the Indiana-Kentucky Synod, to 
respond to immediate needs. Given the initial damage assessments, recovery will likely take years, and Lutheran 
Disaster Response is prepared to accompany survivors until the response is complete. 

What we can do: 

Pray: 
Please pray for the people who were impacted by the destructive tornadoes. May God's healing presence give them 
peace and hope in their time of need. Pray that God will deliver comfort to those who mourn the loss of loved ones 
and strength to those who are working diligently to care for affected communities. 

Give: 
Gifts will be used entirely (100%) to assist those affected by tornadoes until the response is complete.  

           
Picture and information about Lutheran Disaster Response from their website. 

We will take a special offering this morning during 

worship. Please make checks payable to Bethany 
Lutheran Church with a notation they are for 

Lutheran Disaster Response. You can also give online 

at or via the QR Code: 

https://tinyurl.com/2664e8cb 

https://tinyurl.com/2664e8cb


 
 

 

Worship Next Sunday 

The Office of the Bishop is providing a worship service to be used December 26th to allow for rostered ministers, 
congregational staff, and volunteers to rest. It will stream on our Facebook page at 9:30 AM. If you wish to view 
with others, it will be shown on the large television in the Great Hall at 9:30 AM. 

Hymn Sing 

Prior to gathering at 9:30 AM, join us in the sanctuary at 9:00 AM to sing some beloved Christmas hymns and 
further celebrate the birth of our Savior! 
  

 

Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2020 
Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission 
of Augsburg Fortress under license # SB135727.   

Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah (ELW 240); Text © 
1984 Fortress Press, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by 
permission under OneLicense.net A-726405 streaming 
license. 

O Come O Come Emmanuel (ELW 257); Text sts.2,6,7 © 
1997 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission under 
OneLicense.net A-726405 streaming license. 

Awake, Awake and Greet the New Morn (ELW 242); Text 
and music © 1983 GIA Publications Inc Used by permission 
under OneLicense.net A-726405 streaming license. 

All Earth is Hopeful (ELW 266); Spanish text and music © 
1993 and English text © 1995 Centro de Pastoral Liturgica 
admin. OCP Publications. Used by permission under 
OneLicense.net A-726405 streaming license. 

Scripture passage from the New Revised Standard Version 
(NRSV). 

 


