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Sunday October 24, 2021
22nd Sunday after Pentecost
PRELUDE
RINGING OF BELL
GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
The assembly stands, faces the entrance and responds with the bold printed words.
O come, let us sing to the LORD;
let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!
Let us come into God’s presence with thanksgiving;
let us make a joyful noise to the LORD with songs of praise. (Psalm 95:1-2)
PROCESSIONAL HYMN An Anniversary Song
(Words by a Bethany member and set to the tune “Borning Cry”)
God was there when this church first was born.
He was there to see it through.
He rejoiced the day when people came
to show their faith was true.
Petersens had only benches three.
Faithful Christians strong but few.
With a vision they did choose to build
our House of worship, too.
First were Danes to listen to the word.
Then some others met them here.
Brought along with more than heritage.
They came to join in prayer.
Many changes came to Bethany.
English words we chose to use.
A new building up after fire burned here.
Still people fill the pews.
God was here to see this church begin;
gave the seeds for them to sow.
On our special anniversary,
reflecting as we grow.
Generations born, baptized, and died,
here among the Church alive.
Changing people in our changing times,
and growing as we strive.
God’s been with us for so many years;
saw us through hard times and war.
He’ll be with us as we keep the faith
to see so many more.
WELCOME
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ELW p.94)
In the name of the Father,
and of the ☩ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for
you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the
sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us
all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and
of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
KRYIE (ELW p.184)

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
O God, you have promised through your Son to be with your church forever. We give you thanks for
those who founded this community of believers and for the signs of your presence in our
congregation. Increase in us the spirit of faith and love and make our fellowship an example to all
believers and to all nations. We pray through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
The assembly is seated.
WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:7-9
This passage speaks not only of the southern kingdom, Judah, and its homecoming from exile in
Babylon, but also of the northern kingdom (“Israel” or “Ephraim”) and its restoration. The northern
tribes of Israel had been lost in exile to Assyria more than a century before Jeremiah prophesied.
A reading from Jeremiah.
7Thus

says the LORD: Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, and raise shouts for the chief of the
nations; proclaim, give praise, and say, “Save, O LORD, your people, the remnant of Israel.” 8See, I
am going to bring them from the land of the north, and gather them from the farthest parts of the
earth, among them the blind and the lame, those with child and those in labor, together; a great
company, they shall return here. 9With weeping they shall come, and with consolations I will lead
them back, I will let them walk by brooks of water, in a straight path in which they shall not stumble;
for I have become a father to Israel, and Ephraim is my firstborn.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM 126
Psalm 126 is a community prayer.
1When

the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion,
then were we like those who dream.
2Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of joy.
Then they said among the nations, “The LORD has done great things for them.”
3The LORD has done great things for us,
and we are glad indeed.
4Restore our fortunes, O LORD,
like the watercourses of the Negeb.
5Those who sowed with tears
will reap with songs of joy.
6Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed,
will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves.
SECOND READING: Hebrews 7:23-28
Human priests of old offered sacrifice for their own sins and served only until their death. In contrast,
Jesus is God’s Son, the holy, sinless, resurrected high priest. Death did not terminate his priestly
service, but through his death he has interceded for our sins.
A reading from Hebrews.
23The

former priests were many in number, because they were prevented by death from continuing in
office; 24but he holds his priesthood permanently, because he continues forever. 25Consequently he is
able for all time to save those who approach God through him, since he always lives to make
intercession for them.

26For

it was fitting that we should have such a high priest, holy, blameless, undefiled, separated from
sinners, and exalted above the heavens. 27Unlike the other high priests, he has no need to offer
sacrifices day after day, first for his own sins, and then for those of the people; this he did once for all
when he offered himself. 28For the law appoints as high priests those who are subject to weakness,
but the word of the oath, which came later than the law, appoints a Son who has been made perfect
forever.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
The assembly stands.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p.188)

GOSPEL READING: Mark 10:46-52
Bartimaeus comes to Jesus with faith, asking that he might see again. Recognizing Jesus’ identity,
Bartimaeus is the first person to call him “Son of David” in the Gospel of Mark.
The holy gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.
46As

[Jesus] and his disciples and a large crowd were leaving Jericho, Bartimaeus son of Timaeus, a
blind beggar, was sitting by the roadside. 47When he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to
shout out and say, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” 48Many sternly ordered him to be quiet,
but he cried out even more loudly, “Son of David, have mercy on me!” 49Jesus stood still and said,
“Call him here.” And they called the blind man, saying to him, “Take heart; get up, he is calling
you.” 50So throwing off his cloak, he sprang up and came to Jesus. 51Then Jesus said to him, “What
do you want me to do for you?” The blind man said to him, “My teacher, let me see again.” 52Jesus
said to him, “Go; your faith has made you well.” Immediately he regained his sight and followed him
on the way.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
The assembly is seated.
SERMON

Bishop Amy Current

The assembly stands.
HYMN Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound (ELW 779)

APOSTLES’ CREED (ELW p.105)
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of
God’s creation.
Each petition ends with, "Lord, in your mercy.” Those worshipping respond with, "Hear our prayer."
Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through
Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
The assembly is seated.
WE GIVE THANKS
OFFERING
We are grateful for your gifts and they are needed to continue the work of the church. For those
worshipping online, options on ways to give are found on our website (www.wbbethany.org). Thank
you! After the offering is gathered, the assembly stands and sings the hymn below as the gifts are
brought forward.
OFFERTORY HYMN Change My Heart, O God (ELW 801)

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray. Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish
your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all may know
your care; and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
GREAT THANKSGIVING (ELW p.190)
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ, who on this day overcame
death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so,
with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all
their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and
join their unending hymn:

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p.191)
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
as we forgive those
hallowed be thy name,
who trespass against us;
thy kingdom come,
and lead us not into temptation,
thy will be done,
but deliver us from evil.
on earth as it is in heaven.
For thine is the kingdom,
Give us this day our daily bread;
and the power, and the glory,
and forgive us our trespasses,
forever and ever. Amen.
The assembly is seated.
COMMUNION
Communion today will be distributed in a continuous line. The cups in the center of the tray contain
white grape juice. All other cups are wine. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request.
All gathered who believe Jesus Christ is their Lord and Savior are invited to come to Holy
Communion with repentant hearts believing that Christ forgives our sins and guides our lives.
Strengthened, forgiven, and nourished through this meal the Spirit sends us forth in service and to
proclaim the good news of Christ’s love. Children and adults who do not take communion may come
forward for a blessing.

HYMNS DURING COMMUNION
Lamb of God (ELW p.191)

Great Is Thy Faithfulness (ELW 733)

O Lord, We Praise You (ELW 499)

BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
Almighty God, we give you thanks that you have fed us with this heavenly food. In your grace and by
your Spirit, help us to be what we celebrate, the body of Christ in the world. Send us out, renewed by
this sacramental meal, to do the work you have given us to do: to witness for Christ, to love you with
singleness of heart, and to serve you with clarity of purpose; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.
Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
CHOIR ANTHEM Go Out and Serve Him
BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.
SENDING SONG Give to Our God Immortal Praise! (ELW 848)

SENDING
You are loved!
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

Ministers of:
Music
Proclamation (Lector)
Christ’s Light (Acolytes)
Technology
Worship (Altar Care)

OUR WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
Today
Kathi Dykstra
Lisa Zimmerman
Aizlyn M. & Arik M.
Paula Casper
Samuelson Family

October 31
Colleen McRoberts
Kami Poppen
Alex P.
Samuelson Family

Thank you for worshipping with us this morning! We invite you to join us
again next Sunday at 9:30 AM on Facebook or indoors. Blessings to you
as you shine forth the light of Christ in the world this week! Thanks, and
praise to God for everything you do in the name of Jesus Christ!

If you are interested in learning more about Bethany Lutheran or interested in
becoming a member, please contact Pastor Chad Whaley at 319-643-5998 or
email (pastor@wbbethany.org).
If you would like to receive our monthly newsletter and email updates, please
send your email address to our Administrative Assistant Paula Casper
(blcsecretary@lcom.net).

Join us every Monday at noon for a 30-minute discussion about the upcoming
Sunday gospel reading. We gather via Zoom Meeting so join at home or work
while on your lunch break. If interested, contact Pastor Chad at
pastor@wbbethany.org and the Zoom invitation will be forwarded to you. The
gospel for Sunday, October 31st is John 8:31-36.

Children and youth in grades 4-8th are invited to serve during worship in a very
special way by being a Minister of Christ’s Light or Acolyte. An online signup has been
created and can be accessed at the link below. If you need training, please see Pastor
Chad.
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0b48afad2caafd0-minister1

Next Sunday is Reformation Sunday in which we give thanks for Martin Luther, his
fellow reformers and for the many ways the Holy Spirit continues to be at work in
Christ’s church breathing new life and resurrection hope. We also celebrate the
work of the Holy Spirit in the lives of seven amazing, wonderful, and awesome
youth as they affirm their baptisms. They are: Auron Marsh, Chloe Klabo, Cole
Crosthwaite, Layla Samuelson, Dylan Schiele, Miley Shields and Tate Frantz.

With increased positivity rates due to the spread of the Delta variant, the council
encourages all people, regardless of vaccination status, to wear face masks. This
is based on recent CDC recommendations for areas in substantial or high
transmission, which Cedar County presently falls into.
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